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Hafez to JTC, Mansur to TRC 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former Minister of Telecommuni- 
cations Suleiman Hafez was appointed the new chair- 
man of the Jordan Telecommunications Company, 
and economist Yusuf Mansur has been named the new 
director of the Telecommunications Regulator Com- 
mission, officials confirmed on Tuesday. Hafez takes 
the seat vacated by the resignation of Ali Shukri last 
month. Mansur, who served as a senior official at the 
Ministry of Planning, replaces TRC chief Yusuf Abu 
Jammous. Also Tuesday, the government appointed 
Zaidoun Muheisen as head of the Petra Region 
Authority which was held by current Water Minister 
Kamel Mahadin. 
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14 injured in U.S. school shooting 

LITTLETON lR> — Two gunmen wearing black trench 
coats and ski masks opened lire at a Denver area high 
school during lunch hour on Tuesday and at least 14 peo- 
ple were reported wounded More than 200 police from 
throughout the Denver metropolitan area were dis- 
patched to the school in Littleton, Colorado, a middle 
class suburb southwest of Denver, when the shooting for 
still unknown reasons broke oul Local TV station 
KUSA said the people shot, mostly students, were taken 
to area hospitals. “I was hiding behind the bushes. 1 saw 
the men with the weapons inside the school. They were 
stalking around I assume looking tor people to kill. They 
were all in black with what looked like submachine 
guns," an unidentified srudent who saw part of the shoot- 
ing told KUSA. 
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King begins ‘historic’ 
visit to Syria today 
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By Carofine Faraj 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah will begin a 
two-day visit to Syria today for 
talks with President Hafez 
Assad on bilateral relations and 
Arab and regional issues, a 
senior official said on Tuesday. 

"King Abdullah's visit ’to 
Syria is an historic one. It is die 
crowning of a new phase in our 
bilateral relations on all levels," 
Information Minister Nasser 
Lawzi told the Jordan Tunes. 

President Assad in power 
since 1970. had not set a foot in 
Jordan for five years until he 
made a surprise appearance at 
King Hussein’s fiineral on Feb. 
S, a gesture seen by Jordanians 
as a new beginning. 

King Abdullah said on Sun- 
day that his visit to Syria "is 
bound to open a new chapter in 
Jordanian-Syrian relations.” 

Officials also share King 
Abdullah's optimism that the 
visit could help set aside past 
animosity and improve rela- 
tions between the two Arab 
neighbours. 

“King Abdullah’s visit to 
Syria is a dear manifestation of 
the manner by which Jordan 
views its relations with Syria in 
the future." said Lawzi. 

"Jordan regards its relations 
with Syria as the most impor- 
tant set of bilateral ties covering 
a comprehensive range of 
issues of mutual interests to the 
two countries in the political 


economic and regional 
spheres," he added 

Officials believe that Jordan's 
relationship with Syria is 
expected to reach new highs, 
analogous to relations that exist- 
ed between the two countries in 
the late 197Qs. 

Syria's relations with Jordan 
deteriorated after Jordan signed 
the peace treaty with Israel in 
1994. 

Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam. whose coun- 
try’s own peace talks with Israel 
have been stalled for nearly 
three years, has in recent 
months called on Jordan to 
"reconsider’’ its policy towards 
the Jewish state. 

King Abdullah said in a 
recent interview that Jordan 
"does not establish relations 
with an Arab country at the 
expense of another, and we look 
for good relations with all Arab 
states on the bases of common 

interest" 

Foreign Minister Abdul Dah 
Khatib last week met with his 
Syrian counterpart, Farouk A1 
Sharaa. in Stuttgart on the side- 
lines of a Euro-Mediterranean 
foreign ministers’ meeting. 

They discussed "ways of 
developing cooperation 

between the two countries." 
Khatib has said. 

Over the last two months, 
Syrian and Jordanian leaders 
have exchanged congratulatory 
cables on various national occa- 
sions, in addition to sending 


several positive signals. 

Assad's son and heir appar- 
ent, Bashar, also visited King 
Abdullah in March to present 
condolences. 

News reports have said that 
Bashar will be in charge of the 
Jordanian-Syrian relations file. 

"We think that Bashar's par- 
ticipation in our bilateral talks 
as a senior figure in the Syrian 
political [scene] carries a great 
important meaning," said one 
official. 

King Abdullah will be 
accompanied by a high-level 
delegation that includes Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra'uf S. 
Rawabdeh. Royal Court Chief 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, the min- 
isters of foreign affairs, infor- 
mation. interior, water and 
industry, and the head of tire 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment. 

‘The level of our delegation is 
a symbol of the importance of 
the visit and also the issues that 
are to be discussed during the 
visit.” said Lawzi. 

He expressed hope that the 
visit would help pave the way 
for the first meeting of tie 
Higher Jordanian-Syrian Com- 
mittee since 1989. 

"The committee, cochaired 
by the Jordanian and Syrian 
prime ministers, is set to meet 
soon in Damascus to diart an 
overall strategy for broad-based 
cooperation,” Lawzi added. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel agrees to provide Jordan 
with full water share — officials 


By Ahmad Khatib 

.AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel have reached a break- 
through in a water dispute 
which erupted last month 
when Israel proposed cutting 
water supplies to the King- 
dom, officials said on Tues- 
day. 

They said that in a joint 
water committee meeting last 
week, both sides reached an 
agreement under which Jor- 
dan will obtain its 55 million 
cubic metres (mcm> of water 
from Israel, as stipulated in 
agreements signed between 
the two countries. 

"However, the distribution 
of the water might be carried 
out according to a different 
schedule.” another official 
who requested anonymity, 
told the Jordan Times without 
giving further details. 

Last month, the Kingdom 
strongly protested an Israeli 
request to cut 40 per cent of 
water supplies to Jordan to 
deal with a regional drought 

According to the peace 
treaty, in summer, Israel con- 
cedes to transfer to Jordan 
20mcm from the Jordan River 
directly upstream from the 
river’s Deganya gate, which. 


water experts say. is of poor 
water quality. Also, the King- 
dom is entitled to an annual 
quantity of lOmcm of desali- 
nated spring water diverted 
from the river. 

Jordan has already obtained 
the lOmcm, said one source. 

The treaty stipulates that 
Jordan and Israel should 
cooperate to supply the King- 
dom with an additional quan- 
tity of 50mcm of potable 
water every year. 

In 1997, the two countries 
agreed that the 50racm should 
be obtained through the 
desalination of brackish water 
flowing into the Jordan River 
from tiie Israeli side. At the. 
same time, they agreed that 
until a desalination plant is set 
up, Israel will supply the 
Kingdom with 25mcm a year 
from Lake Tiberias. 

Both sides are currently 
working on a proposal for the 
plant, winch will be submit- 
ted to donor bodies for fund- 
ing. 

Jordan relies mainly on 
rainwater to meet domestic, 
agricultural and industrial 
needs, and requires every 
drop of water to handle its 
chronic water shortage. 

The Kingdom officially 


declared a state of drought in 
January as rainfall which 
accounts for about 60 per cent 
of Jordan's water supply, 
dipped to just two per cent of 
the seasonal average in 
December and January. 

The deficit in domestic use 
by the end of 1 999 is project- 
ed to reach approximately 10 
per cent, with demand 
totalling 283 mem and supply 
amounting to 254mcm. 

Thus, water experts say, the 
situation in the Kingdom is 
worse because for Israel it is 
an economic issue but for Jor- 
dan it is a matter of survival. 

The government earlier this 
month declared an emer- 
gency scheme to deal with a 
possible crisis, presenting 
three shortage scenarios of 
increasing severity, all of 
which focus on whether the . 
Zai plant will be able to per- 
form at full capacity and on 
the Amman and Balqa gover- 
norates. where the water 
shortage is expected to be 
most severe. 

A stage of Zai’s rehabilita- 
tion project, funded by the 
USAID, will be completed in 
June. 

(Continued on page 7) 



An ethnic Albanian refugee from Kosovo holds her head as a Dutch helicopter leaves an Italian refugee camp in 
K ukes on Tuesday. Approximately 586*800 Kosovar refugees have flooded into neighbouring countries since the 
conflict in Kosovo erupted more than a year ago, according to the UNHCR (AFP photo) 

Serb, Albanian troops exchange border fire 

NATO unable to help refugees in Kosovo — Blair 


Agencies 

SERB AND Albanian troops 
exchanged gunfire on Tuesday 
for the first time in the Kosovo 
crisis, international monitors 
said, as tension built on 
Yugoslavia's borders with. its 
Wfestem neighbours. 

Croatia said Belgrade sent 
up to 300 soldiers into a dis- 
puted demilitarised zone mon- 
itored by the United Nations 
bordering Yugoslavia’s Mon- 
tenegro republic. Croatia 
protested to the Security Coun- 
cil which ordered an investiga- 
tion. 

In Washington, the United 
States said NATO leaders 
would agree to increase pres- 
sure on Yugoslavia on Friday 
when they start a summit 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of tiie now 19-nation alliance. 

But a senior NATO diplomat 
in Brussels told reporters Bel- 
grade could use the meeting to 


throw' a new challenge at the 
alliance. 

NATO bombed Yugoslav 
forces in Kosovo on Tuesday 
but Britain admitted the 
alliance was powerless to help 
850.000 ethnic Albanians 
trapped in the southern Serbian 
province, beyond pursuing its 
four-week-aid air strikes. 

In "Tirana, Andrea Angefi, 
spokesman for tire Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), said 
monitors had seen a skinnish 
on Albania's northern border 
with Kosovo. 

Machine-gun fire continued 
for several hours near the cus- 
toms house at die Quafe-e- 
Prushit bonier station, and 
Albanian military sources said 
the Albanian army was 
involved. One Albanian soldier 
was reported injured, Angeli 
said. 

He said Serb troops did not 
cross the border, as they had 


last week near the northern 
town of Kamenice. NATO has 
accused Yugoslavia of trying to 
drag Albania into the conflict, 
but Albanian troops had tried 
till now to avoid responding to 
Serb attacks. 

A UN. officer in disputed 
area on the Prevlaka peninsula 
on Croatia's southernmost bor- 
der with Montenegro said by 
telephone he could not confirm 
Serb troops had entered the 
area, but added the situation 
was “delicate, sensitive, 
extremely tense” 

Croatia's ambassador to die 
United Nations, . Ivan 
Simonavic, told Croatian state 
television he was convinced 
Yugoslav troops would be 
withdrawn and the issue 
resolved by diplomatic means. 

U.S. National Security 
Adviser Sandy Berger said in 
Washington the NATO leaders 
would agree to intensify politi- 
cal economic and military 


pressure on Yugoslavia when 
they started meeting on Friday. 

The United States also said 
an oil embargo on Yugoslavia 
was being considered. 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair told a news conference at 
NATO headquarters in Brus- 
sels that NATO warplanes had 
hit tanks arid armoured vehi- 
cles in Kosovo used in what he 
said was Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic's cam- 
paign of ethnic cleansing. 

He said 50 per cent of the 
Yugoslav air force's best 
planes, the MiG-29 fighter jet, 
had been destroyed. He said 25 
per cent of its stock of MiG- 
21 s and 30 per cent of its Super 
Galeb planes had also been 
destroyed and that NATO 
bombing had severely dam- 
aged Sob command and con- 
trol systems, supply lines and 
airfields. 

(Cootmoed on page 7) 
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King visits 
Customs 
Department, 
investment 
corporation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday made a surprise visit 
to the Amman Customs 
Department and the Inwst- 
mera Promotion Corporation 
and met with officials and citi- 
zens visiting the department- 

King Abdullah, accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh and Royal 
Court Chief Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. was briefed on 
details of the Customs Depart- 
ment's functions and issued 
directives concerning its oper- 
ations. He emphasised the 
need for giving due attention 
to die social and economic 
development process. 

Citizens visiting the depart- 
ment informed the King of 
their business and the service 
accorded them. 

During his visit, which fell 
on the eve of a meeting of the 
gtft'emment-sponsored com- 
mittee on customs. King 
Abdullah urged officials to 
speed up procedural formali- 
ties. 

King Abdullah was briefed 
by Customs Department 
Director Khalaf Hazaimeh on 
the department’s plans for 
development The King direct- 
ed the department’s officials to 
upgrade the level of their ser- 
vices and give priority in their 
work to the public. 

During his visit to the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corporation. 
King Abdullah underlined the 
need for officials to simplify' 
formalities in order to facilitate 
procedures for investors' pro- 
jects. 

King Abdullah was briefed 
by the corporation's director. 
Muntasser Okla, on Us plans 
for expansion. 

In remarks at (he meeting, 
King Abdullah called on all 
concerned departments to sup- 
port the corporation's plans to 
cany out development pro- 
jects. 


Israelis expel Palestinians from Jerusalem home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli authorities 
expelled a Palestinian family 
from its Arab east Jerusalem 
home on Tuesday after a court 
ruled in favour of a claim to 
the house by Jewish settlers. 

On instructions from the 
Israeli supreme court, police 
however prevented the set- 
tlers, members of a right-wing 
religious movement, from 
taking possession of (he home 
until a tribunal reexamines the 
documents they submitted to 
prove ownership, a police 
official said. 

Two dozen protesters led by 
(he top PLO official in 
Jerusalem had occupied, the 


home for most of the day to 
prevent the evacuation of 
Mohammad Kamel A1 Kurd 
and 1 3 of his relatives. 

The single-storey house is 
in the overwhelmingly Arab 
neighbourhood of Sheikh Jar- 
rah, where Jewish settlers 
have been focusing efforts to 
expand their presence in east 
Jerusalem. 

A large force of Israeli 
police deployed around the 
home early Tuesday but 
refrained from evacuating the 
family and supporters by 
force pending an appeal of the 
expulsion "order to the 
supreme court by lawyers 
representing Kurd. 


The supreme court subse- 
quently upheld the earlier 
expulsion order and said Kurd 
had to leave the premises. 

But the justices also ordered 
police to seal the home, pre- 
venting settlers from taking 
possession while a magis- 
trate’s court reexamines the 
documents they say prove 
their ownership of the proper- 
ty- 

Israeli public radio said the 
court would hear the case 
Thursday. 

The top PLO official in 
Jerusalem, Faisal Husseini, 
and other protesters accepted 
the court compromise but 
warned they would not allow 


settlers to take control of the 
bouse. 

“We have decided to take 
(he Palestinians out of the 
house, but not to let the set- 
tlers in and to wait for a deci- 
sion from the court," he said. 

Several right-wing Jewish 
religious groups are waging a 
campaign to take over homes 
in Arab east Jerusalem in 
order to strengthen Israel’s 
hold cm (he city. 

Tuesday’s incident involved 
Beit Orot, a Jewish settler 
movement headed by an 
extreme right-wing member 
of parliament, Benny Elon. 

Fawzia A1 Kurd, one of (he 
home's occupants, said the 


family owned the house and 
had lived there since fleeing 
their home in the coastal city 
of Jaffa when Israel was 
established in 1948. 

"We’re refugees from Jaffa 
from 1948. and it’s racism 
that people from America 
should live in this building.” 
she told AFP. 

Israel occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem in 1967 and illegal- 
ly annexed it to Jewish wesr 
Jerusalem as part of the coun- 
try's "eternal capital." 

Palestinians hope to make 
Arab east Jerusalem the capi- 
tal of an independent Palestin- 
ian state. 


Journalists greet shake-up of official media with little fanfare 


♦ 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — A long-anticipated 
shakedown in the official media 
deteriorated into a game of musical 
chairs on Tuesday, leading journal- 
ists to lament that an expected 
“media revolution” in the new era is 
still a longtime coming. 

“This was a reshuffle, not the big 
change that we expected or hoped 
foe” said Ramzi Khouri. chief editor 
of the English-language Arab Daily, 
the country’s newest daily newspa- 
per. "We expected a much more rad- 
ical change. „ new faces, a younger 
generation of [media] leaders. None 
of that seems to have been consid- 
ered.” 

Journalists had interpreted several 
signals from the government of 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh as meaning thai the 


country’s official information insti- 
tutions — the Information Ministry, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Jor- 
dan Radio and Television and the 
Jordan Press Foundation (owner of 
the Arabic daily A1 Ra’i and the Jor- 
dan Times) — were headed for stri- 
dent, top to bottom transformations. 

Instead, journalists say they see the 
same faces, but in different places. 

Oily two appointments, they say, 
piqued their interest Faisal Shboul, 
41, a senior AJ Ra’i editor and corre- 
spondent for the London-based bi- 
monthly AI "teat magazine, has 
been appointed to head Plena. 
Shboul, they say, has never been in 
the official “loop,” is young and is 
independent — attributes that could 
aid him in pulling Petra from the 
edge of irrelevance. 

The other is that of Khalid Karald, 
a former Royal Court chief and 


information minister, who replaces 
Abdul Salam Tarawneh, who has 
been chairman for the past year. Thai 
appointment was contrary to expec- 
tations that Mahmoud Al Kayed, 
former board chairman of the 61 per 
cent government-owned Jordan 
Press Foundation, would resume his 
position. 

Karaki was an opponent of the 
controversial Press and Publications 
Law introduced last year. 

Shboul replaces Abdullah Etoum, 
who has been "shifted" to the post of 
director of the Information Min- 
istry's Press and Publications 
Department Etoum worked at Petra 
for nearly three decades and served 
as director since 1993. 

His predecessor at the PPD, lyad 
Qattan. regarded as a liberal, takes 
die post of Information Ministry 
secretary general. He replaces Jhsan 


Ramzi. who has been reassigned as 
director general of Jordan Radio and 
Television, a post be has held before. 

The former head of Radio Jor- 
dan's Arabic news, Abdul Hamid 
Majati, has been appointed director 
of radio. 

“These changes have nothing to 
do with what the government has 
spoken of so often,” said Basel 
Rifayaa, local news editor at AI Ra’i 
referring to the prime minister’s oft- 
repealed intentions to rejuvenate the 
press law, and with it the official 
media, regarded now in most circles 
as little more than a propaganda 
machine. Rare is the household that 
still tunes in to Jordan Radio or Tele- 
vision — most prefer the dynamism 
of Saudi Arabia’s MBC, Qatar's AI 
Jazirah, Lebanon's LBC or die Ara- 
bic services of the BBC and Radio 
Monte Carla broadcasting here in 


Jordan on FM. 

On Monday, just the day before 
the shake-up, Rawabdeh gave media 
heads a scathing review of the offi- 
cial media's performance. 

"Let me tell you in complete 
frankness that you represent a typi- 
cal ‘terrified department" lacking 
daring and creative professionals... 
The performance of the official Jor- 
danian media has been deteriorating 
and does not satisfy anyone,” he told 
directors of JRTV, Petra and the sec- 
retary general of 'the Information 
Minikiy. 

“The changes will not serve [the 
prime minister's] vision for a Jor- 
danian media that can portray our 
reality,'.' said Rifayaa- "these people 
have been tried before, and in gener- 
al we can say (hey have done little to 
advance the professional standards 
of journalism in this country.” 


At the same time, journalists assert 
that if the official media has faded to 
meet expectations, the government 
has no one to blame but themselves. 

“These are bureaucrats,’’ said 
Khalil Shobald, an Al Ra'i reporter. 
‘They were taught a certain mental- 
ity — that of the old guard They 
can't change their thinking 
overnight. They have been trained to 
follow directives, so the official 
media's performance really is and 
will be up to the government, which 
traditionally has only sought an echo 
of itself.” 

But every cloud has a silver lining, 
says Yaser Abu Hilaleh, Amman 
bureau chief of the London-based Al 
Hayat Arabic daily. Even if Tues- 
day’s appointments “don’t meet the 
requirements of the new era," they 
were die choice of the prime minis- 
ter alone. 


"Leadership positions are politi- 
cal and die prime minister has the 
right to choose his team," said 
Hilaleh. "Maybe we don’t like the 
choices, but we haw also to consid- 
er that it appears to be a veiy inde- 
pendent one.” 

Had there been "interference.” he 
said, the new media team "would 
likely have looked much different” 

"We want to be dear in saving that 
we support what the prime minister 
is doing," said Hilaleh. “We appreci- 
ate what he is saying abort open- 
ness, the measures he has taken till 
now, the decision to lift censorship 
[on foreign publications entering the 
country]. Some of the appointments 
are good Some aren't. The real sign 
of change is the draft press law that 
the prime minister will send to Par- 
liament" 
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‘Trade volume between Jordan 
and Israel almost doubles’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Israels 
Ambassador to Jordan Oded 
Eran said on Wednesday that 
the volume of trade between 
Jordan and Israel in 199$ 
amounted to 542 million, up 
from S22 million in the previ- 
ous year. 

In a statement on the eve of 
Israel's national day anniver- 
sary. Eran said the growth in 
trade was one fruit of the 1994 
Joidan-Israel peace treaty. 

According to the ambas- 
sador, Z50b Jordanians are 
currently employed in Israeli 
fact cries established in Jordan, 

Russia 
calls for 
lifting of 
embargo 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Russia's Ambassador to 
Baghdad Nikolai Karu- 
zov called for a lifting of 
the crippling U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions on Iraq 
Tuesday, saying they 
“seriously undermine" 
Iraqi-Russian interests. 

“The continuing sanc- 
tions seriously undermine 
Iraqi and Russian inter- 
ests, as well as those of 
several neighbouring 
countries," the ambas- 
sador said in an interview 
with Iraqi television. 

He also restated Rus- 
sia’s strong opposition to 
the no-fly zones over the 
north and south of Iraq, 
enforced by U.S. and 
British warplanes but not 
directly covered by a 
U.N. resolution. 

“Our position is clean 
we do not believe these 
zones have any legitima- 
cy or [U.N.] resolution," 
the ambassador said. 

The zones have been the 
scene of regular skirmish- j 
es between allied planes ■ 
and Iraqi jets and air 
defences since the U.S.- 
British December air war. 
dubbed Operation Desert 
Fox. 

The ambassador's com- 
ments came as Russia 
proposed a new plan for 
ties between the United 
Nations and Iraq, calling 
for the lifting of non-mil- 
itary sanctions with a 
“reinforced" programme 
of arms control and veri- 
fication. 

But U.S. ambassador to 
the U.N. Peter Burleigh 
told journalists: “I don’t 
think it is a serious pro- 
posal, we're not going to 
treat it as such." 


and several thousands more 
work inside Israel Tens of 
thousands of Jordanians and 
Israelis have visited each 
other's country since 1994. 
contributing to the tourism 
industry in both countries. Eran 
said 

Saying that both Jordan and 
Israel have benefited from the 
peace treaty, the ambassador 
expressed hope that the two 
countries wfll conclude an 
agreement on Jordanian 
workers* employment in Israel. 

Eran said Israel is keen to 
coordinate with Jordan and the 


Palestinian National Authority 
on trade mailers and to facili- 
tating the flow of goods by eas- 
ing security measures, expand- 
ing joint free trade zones and 
increasing the number of 
tourists visiting Israel the 
Palestine self-rule areas and 
Jordan. 

The ambassador called for 
greater efforts to increase coop- 
eration between Jordanian and 
Israeli business communities 
and expressed hojK that a new 
chapter will be opened 
between the Jordanian and 
Israeli professional associa- 


tions. 

According to the ambas- 
sador. forthcoming Israeli elec- 
tions will not affect Israel’s 
relations with Jordan because, 
he said, relations are too strong 
to be influenced by differences 
between political parties. 

Brim expressed hope that 
negotiations on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks of die peace 
process will be resumed. He 
noted that the countries of the 
region inevitably must work 
together to achieve prosperity' 
in the interest Of all peoples in 
this region. 


Biltaji to head Arabian Travel Market delegation 


AMMAN (J.T) — Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel 
Bfltaji is due in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) next 
month to head a Jordanian del- 
egation to the Arabian Travel 
Market — the Middle East's 
largest tourism trade exhibi- 
tion. 

BiltaJi will participate in the 
official inauguration of .Arabi- 
an Travel Market *99, which 
will be hosted at the Dubai 
World Trade Centre from May 
4-7. On May 5, the minister is 
io host a luncheon for travel 
and tourism industry represen- 
tatives. 

Jordan plans a high profile 
presentation at Arabian Travel 
Market “99. as the Kingdom 
bids to boost its tourist arrivals 
from the Gulf, according to a 
press release issued by die Jor- 
dan Tourism Board tJTB). 

“The presence of our minis- 
ter at this prestigious show- 


underlines Jordan's renewed 
commitment to targeting the 
Gulf market." said Marwan 
Khoury. managing director of 
theJTB. 

“We see Jordan as having 
appeal both to the local Gulf 
families and expatriates. 

'Gulf families appreciate our 
Arab heritage and way of life 
and the climate which, in sum- 
mer. is far more tolerable titan 
that in the .Arabian Peninsula, 
while the many expatriate fam- 
ilies living in the region can 
choose from a range of attrac- 
tions. Jordan has it all — 
beaches, diving, history, 
scenery and safety which 
makes' it a destination for all 
ages." he added 
'Last year. Jordan received 
772.427* tourists from the GCC 
— a rise of 27.8 per cent over 
1997. The majority (78.77 per 
cent) were from Saudi Arabia 
with Kuwait accounting for a 


farther 10.64 per cent, the 
release said 

“Saudi Arabia remains our 
largest Gulf market with 
608,478 tourists from the king- 
dom visiting Jordan last year," 
said Khouiy. “This is a 2734 
per cent rise in tourism traffic 
from SaucS Arabia in 1997. 

“Kuwait has shown remark- 
able improvement with 82205 
tourists from that country visit- 
ing Jordan in 1998 — a 48 per 
cent rise on 1997.” 

Tourist arrivals into Jordan 
from Bahrain rose 5.98 per 
cent in 1 998 compared to 1997 
to stand at 434)21. Traffic from 
the UAE rose 37 per cent over 
the same period to stand at 
15335, while that from Oman 
rose 21.99 per cent to 12308. 
Qatar recorded a 25.4 per cent 
rise in tourism to Jordan on 
1 997 to stand at 1 0.080. 


Palestinian lawmakers 
want a state on May 4 


RAM ALLAH (R) — 

Palestinian lawmakers 
urged the PLO in a report 
on Tuesday to declare an 
independent Palestinian 
state on May 4. 

The political committee 
of the Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council said 
statehood was a legiti- 
mate right guaranteed by 
international laws and not 
an issue for negotiation 
with Israel. 

“The political commit- 
tee recommends consid- 
ering May 4 an official 
date for the conclusion of 
the interim period and the 
declaration of the inde- 
pendent state on that 
day." the committee's 
report said. 

“It also recommends 
initiating the establish- 
ment or the continuation 
of the process of building 
the Palestinian state's 
institutions through call- 
ing for new presidential 


and parliamentary elec- 
tions." the report said. 

It also called for the 
formation of a new gov- 
ernment and urged the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisations (PLO) 
leadership bodies to take 
similar steps. 

A debate on the report 
showed a strong trend to 
back the declaration of a 
state on May 4. when an 
interim peace agreement 
with Israel expires. 

The council, however, 
postponed a vote until it 
receives a detailed report 
from the cabinet on con- 
sultations Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat is 
having with world leaders 
on the issue of a state. 

The PLO’s Central 
Council (PCC). a mini- 
parliament in exile, is due 
to meet in Gaza next 
Tuesday to discuss 
whether to declare a state 
on May 4. 


Arafar has come under 
strong Arab . and 
international pressure to 
delay the declaration to 
avoid intervention in 
Israel's May 17 general 
election. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who is campaigning for 
re-election on a platform 
of opposition to a Pales- 
tinian state, has threat- 
ened to annex pans of the 
West Bank if Arafat goes 
ahead. 

Senior PLO officials are 
in Washington trying to 
extract written commit- 
ments from the United 
States regarding state- 
hood and on reviving 
stalled peace moves with 
Israel in return for delay- 
ing the declaration. 

" PLO officials said those 
moves were aimed at 
helping Arafat convince 
the PCC to back a delay. 



est lawyers condemn the opposition's sit-in (AP photo) 


‘U.N. 

blocking oil 
contracts’ 


BAGHDAD (AFP) —The 
UN. Sanctions Committee is 
systematically blocking spare 
pans contracts for Iraq's 
southern oil industry, the sanc- 
tions-hit state's oil ministry 
said Tuesday. 

'The Sanctions Committee 
is focusing its blocking mea- 
sures on contracts requested 
by oil companies in the south- 
ern region." a ministry 
spokesman said, quoted by 
the INA news agency. 

‘This geographic discrimi- 
nation reflects the evil inten- 
tions of the U.S. administra- 
tion and British government ... 
who want to divide Iraq.” the 
spokesman said. 

He blamed the blocking of 
contracts on the UJS. and 
British representatives on the 
sanctions committee, which 
oversees the crippling UN. 
sanctions imposed on Iraq fol- 
lowing its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait The spokesman said 
79 per cent of blocked con- 
tracts had been for the south, 
while similar contracts had 
been approved for the north. 

Among the blocked con- 
tracts were all those for the 
renovation of the Mina AI 
Anriq oil terminal on the Gulf. 
The spokesman said the com- 
mittee had justified this by 
saying that ofl exports were 
only allowed from the Mina 
Al Bakr terminal on the Gulf 
and the northern Iraqi-Turidsh 
pipeline. Under the UN. oil- 
for-food programme Iraq is 
allowed to sell limited quanti- 
ties of crude in return for food, 
medical supplies and 5300 
million worth of spare parts 
for its crumbling oil industry 
over each six month period. 


PNA denying justice to 
political detainees — Al 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Wa’el Ail 
Farraj is just one of the hun- 
dreds of political detainees 
held in Palestinian prisons 
without charge or trial, some 
for more than four years, 
according to a new report 
issued today by Amnesty 
International (AT). 

“These people are being held 
outside the framework of local 
Palestinian law and in violation 
of international human rights 
standards, despite President 
Yasser Arafai's promise to .Al 
delegates that the Palestine 
liberation Organisation would 
incorporate aft internationally 
recognised human rights stan- 
dards into Palestinian legisla- 
tion,"' AI says. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAi has under- 
mined the rule of the law by- 
defying Palestinian high court 
judgements requiring the 
release of inctividual prisoners 
and ignored calLs by the Pales- 
tinian Legislative Council 
(PLO. local and international 
human rights organisations, as 
well as individual Palestinians 
for the release of prisoners held 
without due process. 


"In the Palestinian (National > 
Authority, the sidelining of the 
normal system of justice has 
dangerously injured individual 
freedoms." the report states. "If 
those detained have committed 
recognisable crimes, they 
should be bought to fair trial. 
Otherwise they should be 
released." 

There are two categories of 
political detainees held by the 
PNA: those whom it calls 
“security prisoners" and those 
whom it refers to a* "political 
prisoners." But both categories 
are recognised as political 
detainees by .Al. 

“Security prisoners” are 
believed to be detained on sus- 
picion of collaborating with the 
Israeli authorities. Some are 
suspected of selling land to 
Jews. It is estimated dial at 
least 250 prisoners have been 
held without charge or trial for 
more than a year. 

The majority of them are 
held by the istikhbarat i military 
intelligence. I headed by Gen- 
eral Musa ArafaL Human 
rights organisations do not 
have access to the detention 
centres and the International 


Committee of the Red Cross 
was only given aveev* in 1WX. 

Most “security prisoners" arc 
subjected to tenure or ill-treat- 
ment and they are held incont* 
munieudo. without accev- to 
families or lawy erx. sometimes 
for weeks, months or -even 
years after their tnterrogauon 
has ended, according to AL 
Abdul Rahman RaJdad was 
arrested near Nablus in July 
19Q“ by Palestinian police. He 
was interrogated cNxh 
whether be had sold iund to 
real estate dealers involved ir. 
selling land to Jews. The 
authorities have refused to 
grant him hail ;cxi he has 
remained in detention in 
Nablus Central Prison, without 
eharae or trial, ever since 
The .second category, "politi- 
cal prisoners.” arc held for sus- 
pected membership of Islamist 
groups opposed to the peace 
process with Israel, such as 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 
There arc about I2u of them, 
who nave been held by the 
PNA without charge or foal *W 
more than one year, in .tdditKn 
to about 100 held for levs than 
a vear. 


Cyprus and Syria clamp down on immigrants 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus 
and Syria have signed an 
agreement to curb illegal 
immigration to the east 
Mediterranean island from 
its Arab neighbour. Cyprus 
said on Tuesday. 

Fearing an influx of poor 
immigrants who some- 
times arrive as tourists, 
stringent new regulations 
will restrict Syrians' visits 


to Cyprus according to 
profession and financial 
standing. 

New restrictions will 
only allow travel to Cyprus 
of Syrian business people, 
qualified professionals, 
students or people in a 
“high income . bracket" 
coming as tourists. Interior 
Minister Christodoulos 
Christodoulou said. 


Several hundred people 
have made it to the island 
in recent months in ram- 
shackle vessels authorities 
say originate from either 
Sy rian or Lebanese ports. 

It is impossible to give an 
exact number of foreigners 
on the island w ithout a per- 
mit. said Christodoulou. “I 
would say 2000-5.000.” 
he said. 


TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Children’s Programme - 
Hammerman 

1830 ...The Prince and the Pauper 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

1930 News headlines 

1933 French Programme 

20-30 JM.YPD.BIue 

21:15 Divine Pledge 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Drama- Cover Stoty 


PRAYER TIMES 
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03:34 

-Fajr 

04:56 

....(Sunrise iDuha 

11:34 .... 


15:12 


18:13 


19:35 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4(532785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra- Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 


Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish Id- 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied try the 
Department of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
dip further. Skies will be part- 
ly cloudy and winds westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


Aqaba 18/30 

Deserts 11/26 

Jordan Valley 1 6/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. .Aqaba 31. 
Humidity readings: Amman 
29 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 09/18 

Jerash 14/23 

Um Qays 13/22 

Madaba 12/23 

Petra 13/24 

Dead Sea 19/30 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. MukhIe$Mazahrah51503I2 
Dr. Wissam Hzayyin..„.474S363 
Dr. Abdul Eadifayyim_.46201!5 
Dr. Farooq 

Norn*. 5601719 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636750 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
RokoAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 


Dr. Issam Al Salih ....(02)246858 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .102)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen SafEarinL(05)985832 
Palestine Pharmacy ..(05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.... .4637 1 1 1 
Gvtl Defense Depatmant 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pcfice 192,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank.... 4775121 

Highway Police. .5343402 

Traffic olice .4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints... 5605800 

Price Complaints ^661176 

V^&Seft^Chra(Sanis 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) ........ 121 

Overseas Calls ..." .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

....4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. — .5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


Amman 12/23 IRBIDt 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sutgety 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli .....5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre_5S56S56 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Altileh Maternity™ 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... .4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital — 5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir .4775111/26 

Army, Marks 4S916I1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital — 5607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre .5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt. Hospital 

105)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(05)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (05)986731 
A] Hikma Modem Hospital 
(05)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


(02)7101372.(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)20141 Z 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ I information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
{44153200-5. where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

06:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08*50 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:05 - -Laroaca (RJ) 

15:00 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:30 London IRJ) 

17:00 -Paris (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:00 ...Rome (RJ) 


18:05 .... Brussels, Berlin t RJ r 
18:10 Frankfun, Vienna ( RJ » 
18:20 ..Madrid. Geneva (RJ» 

22:35 Beirut (RJ) 

23:55 Cairo iRJt 

Other Flights 

07 »5 Dubai (EK> 

0^:30 Cairo i MS) 

ro:30 Kuwaiti KUt 

12:30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:10 Tunis (TL) 

13:10 Bahrain (GF> 

1 ‘^ :00 Kiev (KU) 

1 f :0 ° Vienna (OS) 

1=,:3 ^ Algiers (AH) 

17:35 BeiruuMEi 

17:50 -Frankfun ( LH i 

18:35 Karachi. Abu Dhabi iPKi 

33:15 London (BA) 

—Athens. Beirut 

(OA.) 


Royal Wings (R\V| Flights 
0850 Aqaba (arriving at O-AlAi 
(RW) c V A ’ 

16:00_Aqaba (arming at Maria 
Airport) (RW) 

[RW ^ <arT ’ v1 ’ng at QAJA) 

18.45 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QA1AHRW) fc 31 


DEPARTURES 

n7-?n "■■"■••“V'-LaiTiacaiRJ, 

07.50 . Amsterdam. New Yurk iRJi 

° 9 ' 50 Rome ,Rj, 


11; 45 Istanbul >RJ) 

London r RJ I : 

19:15 Bctru: <RJi 

19:1=1 Colombo iRJi 

20:05 -Riyadh. Dhunran :RJ» 

20:05 Cairn i KJ i 

20:15 ...Calcutta. Bangkok »RJl 

20:20 New Delhi i RJ) 

20:4 ^ Bombay ;RJ) 

20:45 ....Bahrain. Doha (RJi • 
21:05 .... Dubai. Muv.j; iRJi 
Sanaa i RJ i 

Other Flights 

09:00 Abu Dhubi. Dubai i EK* 

10:30 . Cairo » MS i 

11 :4 * Kuuain Kl'i 

14:00 Bahrain t GFl • 

14:00 Jeddah (SV l 

I4: J° .Turns tTH • 

l4: :° Shanqah ? AH) : 

14,:>0 •• \icmutOS) 

1?:00 — Dar.ia.car K:cv iKC» . 

10,3; ' Beirut »M£) 

20:30 Aha Dhabi. Karachi iPK» 
-Alexandria (BA? 

- Beirut. Athens (OA 1 

06,10 f-^nkfuniLHl i 

Royal Wings | RW, FBrfus ; 

08:30 A '4aba drum \forta Air- = 
ponKRW, 

Uk30 Gaza « from Maria Air- ? 
port) raw | ; 

lfis » Tei Avi ' 'fern Maria Air- 1 

port hr Wi 

Jk3 ° QUA < iRW) ; 
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Home News 


Red Cross Red Crescent president 
meets Queen Rania, Queen Noor 






justice to 
nees -- m 


AMMAN (Petra) — Presi- 
dent of the International 
Federation of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies Astrid Heiberg on 
Monday met Her Majesty 
Queen Rania AI Abdullah 
and Queen Noor Al Hus- 
sein. 

Heiberg briefed them on 
the federation's efforts to 
alleviate the sufferings of 
war and natural disasters 
victims. 

Queen Rania, who last 
week visited the Kosovo 
refugees and distributed 
relief supplies, was also 
briefed on the federation's 
role in providing relief ser- 
vices to displaced Kosovars 
and the federation’s ongo- 
ing plans to provide the 
Iraqi people with relief aid. 

The Queen underlined the 
importance of the federa- 
tion's humanitarian activi- 
ties. 

Heiberg thanked Queen 
Rania for the Hashemite 
Charity Organisation's 
donations to victims of war 
and natural tragedies and 
commended the Queen's 
involvement in providing 
aid to the displaced Kosovo 
population. 

The Queen urged the fed- 
eration to carry out a world- 
wide awareness campaign 
to familiarise the public 
with its humanitarian ser- 


Her Majesty Queen Rania AI Abdullah on Monday meets President of the Internatioal Feder- 
ation of the Red Cross and Red C resent Societies Astrid Heiberg, and President of the Jordan 
National Red Cresent Mohammad Hadid. 


vices. She also urged the 
international community to 
shoulder its responsibility' 
in providing humanitarian 
aid. 

Mohammad Hadid, presi- 
dent of the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society in 
Jordan was present at the 
meeting. 

The Queen said Jordan 
will provide all possible 
support to the federation's 
humanitarian activities. 

Heiberg also offered her 
condolences to Queen Noor 
at Bab Al Salam Palace. 


She thanked the Queen for 
inaugurating the Red Cross 
Red Crescent United World 
College in Norway in 1996 
and for her advocacy, as 
UWC president, for inte- 
grating the Red Cross Red 
Crescent educational pro- 
gramme into the academic 
curriculum of the UWC, an 
international network of 
secondary' _ school 

prgrammes designed to fos- 
ter cross-cultural under- 
standing and global peace. 

She also thanked the 
Queen for her role in the 


international campaign to 
ban landmines, which she 
said has "increased the 
awareness and understand- 
ing of this global problem. 

Queen Noor later met 
with graduates of the Unit- 
ed Nations University 
International Leadership 
Academy’s “Extended 
Leadership Programme.” 

She said the ILA gave 
great hope to His Majesty 
King Hussein, who was 
very encouraged by and 
supportive of the pro- 
gramme” 
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Education ministry plans 
equipment, teachers 
for hearing impaired students 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Education plans to supply stu- 
dents at public schools who 
suffer from partial deafness 
with special devices and teach- 
ers to stimulate -their teaming 
abilities. .. . 

MaHmoud J Massad. general 
director of education at the 
ministry, told the Jordan Times 
that the number of partially 
deaf students at government 
schools increased from 455 in 
1996/97 scholastic year to 
1,046 this year. 

“The ministry will woric on 
supplying partially deaf stu- 
dents with the necessary edu- 
cational services and spe- 
cialised teachers.” he said. 

He could not say when the 
plan would be implemented. 

The ministry’s decades-old 
move to let partially deaf stu- 
dents attend classes with regu- 
lar students, starting at the first 
grade at some schools, has 
generated positive results, 
Massad said. 

However, some teachers 
believe mere effort should be 
exerted to raise public aware- 
ness regarding the integration 
of the partially deaf with regu- 
lar students in classrooms. • 


The programme to take in 
more students and to cover all 
state-run schools, said Siam 
Zaidan, Director of Special 
Education at the murisoy. 

“There should be plans to 
spread awareness about deaf 
students so that their integra- 
tion with regular students- will ' 
be facilitated and to enlighten 
regular students and schools 
administrations to encourage 
the partially deaf students.” 
Zeidansaid 

“Families of partially deaf 
students also have a great role 
to play in encouraging and 
helping their children develop 
their interests, as many deaf or 
partially deaf students are 
among the best students in 
their classes.” 

Zeidan said more coopera- 
tion was needed between pri- 
vate and public schools to help 
offer more facilities to the doff 
and those suffering from par- 
tial deafness. 

“There is also a shortage in 
equipment that could ease the 
partially deaf students task of 
learning and understanding 
their subjects.” 

The ministry is trying to 
encourage more teachers to 
undergo training programmes 
to teach the hearing impaired. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Films 

• German film “Das Verst eck” (with subtitles in 
English) at Goethe-lnstitut, Jabal Amman at 7:30 p.m. 

• “Leonardo da Vinci, Michel Angelo, Raphael, 
and Titian” at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh on Thurs- 
day April 22 at 6:30 p.m. (To be preceded by a lecture 
by Dr. Mazin Asfour at 5:30 p.m.). 

• “Jurassic Park” at the American Center. Abdoun 
on Thursday April 22 at 5:00 p.m. 

Concert 

■ Musical performance by Uham Al Madfa’i at 
Terra Sancta Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, on Tj^tyj- 
dayApril 22atti:30 p.m. ■ / 

1 Oua V- J ah •. 'i-jinirr 

Lebanese Film Festival 

• Two Lebanese films entitled “Shadows” and “The 
Ghosts of Beirut” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:30 
p.m. 

• . T\vo Lebanese films entitled “A Meeting” and 
“Chickpeas” at the Royal Cultural; Centre on Thursday 
April 22 at 7:30 p.m. (Three other Lebanese films "The 
Quarter” and “Thank you Natexf and ‘The Tango of 
Hope will be screened on Friday ApriL23 at 7:30 p jn.). 

Exhibitions 

• Works by Jordanian ceramist Mahmoud Taha at 

Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (TeL 4643251/2), until 
May 6. Also showing an exhibition of photographs by 
Jordanian artist Adoaa Sharif ratified “Spring at Darat 
Al Ftinun,” until May 6i ? /LStZ ' ." 'U 1 

• • - . Works by J ordamrarartisi Audi Kurdi :at 

the French QdturalCefctre, Aprfl | 

Display of at the Jordan 


elation until April 29- x — 

includes handicraft, pottery, hand r $qyen. fabrics, cush- 
ions, handmade paprafiod food). 

• “Amman... A Meeting PoinfiVby Swedish artists 
Ann Edholm and Hakan Rhenberg at Darat AJ Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until April 22. 
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Jordanian organisations, USAID sign 
JD4 million agreement for provision 
of loans to small and micro enterprises 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The United 
States Agency for 
International Develop- 
ment and three Jordanian 
organisations on Tuesday 
signed a JD4 million 
agreement to provide 
loans and other financial 
services to small and 
micro entrepreneurs, 
Robert Randolph from 
USAID said on Monday. 

Implementation of Poli- 
cy Reform Programme 
(known as the AMIR) is a 
four-year project funded 
by USAID, to assist Jor- 
dan in boosting economic 
growth and enhancing the 
global combative of Jor- 
dan’s business communi- 
ty. 

“This agreement falls 
within USAID support to 
the Social Productivity 
Programme, launched by 
the government to 
address the most critical 
issues of poverty and 
unemployment in the 
country,” said Ghaith 
Fans, director of the 
Social Productivity Pro- 
gramme Unit at the Min- 


istry of Planning. 

The Social Productivity 
Programme has four pil- 
lars: restructuring the 

National Aid Fund, estab- 
lishing unemployment 
fund. and upgrading 
infrastructure in remote 
areas to encourage invest- 
ment in (hose areas. 

Beneficiaries of the 
agreement are Save the 
Children, which sponsors 
the Jordan Women's 
Development Society, a 
new Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation subsidiary 
and the Jordan National 
Bank. 

The Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation will receive 
the gram through its Jor- 
dan ~ Credit Company, 
which will start sustain- 
able lending services in 
Jerash. 30km north of 
Amman, next July. 

The programme, how- 
ever, will be gradually 
expanded over the next 
three years to other 
regions. 

Through Save the Chil- 
dren, the Jordanian 
Women Development 
Society will expand its 


existing sustainable lend- 
ing programme w hidi 
targets ~ women -owned 
businesses — one of the 
fastest growing segments 
of the micro enterprise 
sector. 

JWDS has provided 
more than 17.00U women 
borrowers with loans to 
help them initiate and 
expand their micro enter- 
prises. 

Currently, JWDS serves 
4. S00 active borrowers in 
seven governorates 

throughout the Kingdom, 
creating unprecedented 
opportunities for women 
entrepreneurs. 

The agreement paves 
the way for achieving 
USAID's national target 
of providing 25.0b0 
active small and micro 
enterprise borrowers with 
access to credit by 20002. 

Micro loans are gener- 
ally for short-term, work- 
ing capital requirements 
in the less than JD3.00. 
The amount of the loan 
may increase in size 
based on the borrower's 
repayment record, and 
could reach us much as 


JD4.0U0. Sustainable 
micro finance lending 
programme emphasises 
self-sufficiency in opera- 
tion through timely 
repayment of loans. 

“It is not a charily, it is 
a commercial loan," Ger- 
ald Anderson, senior pri- 
vate sector advisor to 
USAID in Jordan told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Sustainable micro 
finance lending is an 
important source of fund- 
ing for small businesses 
that traditionally have not 
had access to the formal 
financial system” he 
said. 

According to Anderson, 
loan repayment is around 
9S per cent. 

Since its launch in 
1998, the programme has 
engaged in a wide variety 
of activities related to 
policy reform and imple- 
mentation, sustainable 
micro finance, and 
strengthening business 
association services and 
advocacies. 


Participants in UNICEF Youth Forum 
to set their own agenda for discussions 


By Dima Hamdan 

AMMAN — Participants 
in a Youth Forum, organ- 
ised by the United 
Nations Children's 
Fund, will set their own 
forum agenda as a first 
step in exploring and 
improving the role and 
•life choices of adoles- 
cent girls in Jordanian 
society. 

“We wanted this forum 
to be a platform, so that 
young people can be the 
leaders and tell us what 
they think,” said Misrak 
Elias, UNICEF represen- 
tative in Jordan. “It is a 
unique situation because 
it is not a meeting where 
adults will give lectures. 
It is for us to value the 
intelligence and views of 
young people and to 
learn from them.” 

The three-day Youth 
Forum, which opened on 
Tuesday, complements 
an ongoing study of ado- 
lescent girls in Jordan. 

The study is also being 
conducted by the 
National Centre for 
Human Resources 

Development. The 
results of the study will 
be addressed in a confer- 
ence in June, which will 


be attended by profes- 
sionals dealing with 
youth issues. 

The Youth Forum will 
be attended by approxi- 
mately 200 girls and 
boys from several gov- 
emerates in Jordan. 
Workshops will be con- 
ducted by 28 young 
supervisors, where par- 
ticipants will have an 
open dialogue on key 
issues, including their 
personal concerns as 
males and females, gen- 
der discrimination in 
their upbringing, as, well 
as domestic violence. 

Elias explained that 
this is the first forum of 
its kind for two main 
reasons. 

“In my experience [as a 
promoter of women 's 
rights], it is women who 
usually get together and 
talk about discrimina- 
tion” said Elias. “But 
that does not help 
unless men are also 
engaged productively." 

Child abuse and the 
consumption of tobacco 
among youth will also be 
tackled in the forum. 

Elias also stressed that 
tobacco consumption is 
a significant problem, 
especially among boys. 


She said that the 
UNICEF is planning to 
address this issue in a 
separate project. 

“The issue of domestic 
violence and child abuse 
[in Jordan] is increasing- 
ly coming in the front, 
and the media played a 
significant and catalyst 
role in this,” said Elias. 
“We must speak about it 
and not hide it under the 
carpet. Once you know 
that issues are on the 
table then you are ready 
to address them." 

Elias, a women's rights 
advocate for the past 20 
years, also explained 
that youth, both supervi- 
sors and participants, 
will be in charge of the 
forum and determine the 
issues that they wish to 
address. 

Elias stressed that this 
approach goes with the 
spirit of the Convention 
on the Rights of the 
Child, and the Conven- 
tion on the Elimination 
of Discrimination 
Against Women, which 
were both ratified by 
Jordan. 

The CDC binds mem- 
ber countries to the pro- 
motion of children's 
rights from age 0-IS 


years. The basic rights 
stipulated in the conven- 
tion include the right to 
life and health, protec- 
tion from harm and psy- 
chological development. 

CEDAW stipulates that 
governments should not 
discriminate against 
women and should pro- 
vide them with equal 
opportunities as men. * 

UNICEF, that has sev- 
eral women’s pro- 
grammes, supported the 
National Council of Jor- 
danian Women in organ- 
ising the first Arab con- 
ference on domestic vio- 
lence last year. 

UNESCO is also dis- 
cussing projects to com- 
bat child abuse with thq, 
Jordan River Founda- 
tion, but details are not 
available yet. 

The Youth Forum is 
held under Her Royal 
Highness Princess 
Basma. HRH will also 
attend the conclusion of 
the forum on Thursday, 
where participants will 
present a summary of 
their discussions and 
results. 





Five years on pre-marital blood testing plan, resistance to the practice still strong 


By J uman a Al Tamimi 

AMMAN — A five-year 
old plan to ask Jordanians 
seeking to tie the knot to 
undergo pre-marital tests to 
help determine hereditary 
diseases appears to have 
run into the ground. 

But doctors and officials, 
alarmed by the soaring cost 
of treating common genetic 
diseases such as Tha- 
lassemia, hope the plan will 
be enforced soon. 

Recent reports about a 
rare and hereditary neuro- 
logical disease that has hit 
the northern Jordanian town 
of Kufor Rakeb, where 
- marriages among relatives 
remain common, has 
reminded the government 
of the need to take action. 

“The proposal for pre- 
marital tests is not frozen," 
said Usama Badran, chair- 
man of the largely defunct 
national committee for pre- 
marital tests. 

“The Ministry of Health 
is re-activating the plan ” he 
told the Jordan Times. “But 
first, we have to convince 
people of the benefits of 
such tests.” 

^ The plan, the brainchild 
of former health minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas, 


stirred a controversy in a 
religiously conservative 
society where marriages 
among relatives have been 
customary for decades. It 
provoked social fears of 
“positive” results that could 
harm the families' reputa- 
tions. 

“Actually, since I left the 
ministry, the tone concern- 
ing this subject has notice- 
ably changed from passing 
a law to advising engaged 
couples to take the test,” 
Malhas told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

When he was minister. 
Malhas had asked those 
planning to marry to under- 
go pre-marital tests to 
check for possible geneti- 
cally-transmitted diseases, 
but left it up to citizens to 
pursue their marriage plans 
if any defect was found. 

However, officials and 
sociologists remain divided 
on whether plans to make 
such tests compulsory 
would succeed in the 
absence of effective public 
awareness campaigns car- 
ried out by the governmen- 
tal and non-governmental 
organisations. 

“If the government tries to 
force people to undergo 
these tests, nobody will lis- 


‘Officials are 
turning to 
religious 
scholars to 
support a 
‘low-key 1 drive 
encouraging 
pre-marital 
tests. They say 
according to 
Sharia, every 
person has the 
right to know if 
his or her 
partner 
has a health 
problem or a 
disease before 
the couple 
finalise their 
marriage’ 


ten” said Sari Nasser, a 
University of Jordan sociol- 
ogist. 

“People would get mar- 
ried without the govern- 
ment's knowledge.” 

Malhas' call followed a 
1992 population based 
study of consanguineous 
marriages in Jordan, which 
surveyed 2,000 households. 
The study found that 32.03 
per cent of marriages were 
among first cousins, 6.8 per 
cent among second cousins, 
10.5 per cent among distant 
cousins and 50 per cent 
among couples who had no 
familial ties. 

Doctors have warned for 
decades that such close 
marriages tend to increase 
the incidence of various 
genetic disorders such as 
birth defects, mental and 
physical retardation, deaf- 
ness and blindness. 

A 1998 report prepared 
by the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund said up to 10 
per cent of Jordan's 4.6 mil- 
lion population suffered 
from some sort of handicap. 

Despite the bleak- 
prospects, many sociolo- 
gists believe that more cou- 
ples planning to marry, 
especially Western-educat- 
ed ones and those living in 


urban areas, are becoming 
more receptive to the idea 
of pre-marital tests. 

“Nothing is wrong with 
[testing]. On the contrary, 
we will be assured," said 
24-year-old Suha, planning 
to marry Faisal, whose 
mother and father are relat- 
ed. 

“Even my in-laws advised 
us to take the test.” 

But in close-knit rural 
areas, where “kinfolk” mar- 
riages remain common, 
such tests are a social taboo 
despite assurances that test 
results will remain confi- 
dential at the 29 state-run 
centres offering such ser- 
vices for free across the 
Kingdom. 

“There are social and psy- 
chological reasons that 
make the traditional person 
fear to undergo such tests,” 
added Nasser. 

“Some people ... do not 
want to know if they have a 
disease. Others fear that 
the discovery of a disease 
might stop a man from 
going ahead with his plans 
to marry a certain woman.” 

Sami Khoury, a Johns 
Hopkins University gradu- 
ate and professor at the 
Community Medicine 
Department ' who super- 


vised the 1992 population 
survey, said “kinfolk” mar- 
riages ore a pure social 
“phenomenon” related to 
norms and traditions. 

He added that the inci- 
dence of such marriages is 
higher among uneducated 
people, especially rural 

women. 

“Males, who pursue their 
education abroad, return 
home and marry their rela- 
tives. It seems the family 
exerts pressure on them not 
to marry women from out- 
side the family,” said 

Khoury. 

Sociologists say such 

trends are maintained by 
social beliefs that inter- 

family marriages insure that 
the inheritance remains in 
the family and that brides 
will look after their in-laws. 

Doctors said blood tests 
provided the easiest and 
least costly method of test- 
ing for bereditaiy diseases. 

If recessive carriers to a 
certain disease many, their 
children have a 25 per cent 
chance of not having this 
disease, a 25 per cent 
chance of having the dis- 
ease and a 50 per cent 
chance of becoming earn- 
ers themselves, they said. 

If both parents are domi- 


nant carriers, chances are 
• evenly split that their off- 
spring will either be carriers 
or affected by the disease. 

Thalassemia — a familial 
hypo-chromic anaemia 
characterised by changes in 
the bones and skin, that 
occurs especially in chil- 
dren of Mediterranean par- 
ents — remains the most 
costly and common heredi- 
tary disease in Jordan. 

Around four per cent of 
the Jordanian population 
remains "recessive carriers” 
of the disease. Patients need 
20 blood units per year for 
blood transfusions — each 
costing around JD25. 

Officials are now turning 
to religious scholars and 
mosque preachers to sup- 
port a “low-key" drive to 
encourage pre-marital tests. 

They say that according 
to Islamic Sharia, every 
person has the right to 
know if his partner has a 
health problem or a disease 
before the couple finalise 
their marital contract. 

“Prophet Mohammad 
encouraged Muslims in dif- 
ferent prophetic Hadiths 
(sayings) to marry strangers 
and to raise a healthy 
breed,” said one scholar. 

“Some countries, like 


Cyprus. Greece and some 
parts of Italy, have managed 
to eradicate the problem of 
hereditary diseases through 
an intensive medical aware- 
ness campaign against kin- 
folk marriages,” said 

Khoury. 

But the issue of kinfolk 
marriage in Jordan remains 
a sensitive one. 

“I have repeatedly 

explained to some of my 
patients all about the nega- 
tive aspects of kinfolk mar- 
riages and Islam's view,” 
said a gynaecologist who 
preferred not be identified. 

“But this is not taking us 
anywhere... it is very diffi- 
cult to change their mental- 
ity." 

Even ordinary citizens 
remain sceptical of the idea 
of pre-marital tests. 

“No to pre-marital tests” 
said a Jordanian man in a 
letter printed in one of the 
local Arabic newspapers. 

“Marriage is not «a com- 
mercial relationship depen- 
dent on profit-loss and fea- 
sibility studies." 

Badran reacted by telling 
him that such tests did not 
mean marriage plans had to 
be put on hold. 


. * 
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Queen Elizabeth 
gets glimpse of 
both ancient, 


modern 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II played the role 
of royal saleslady Tuesday, 
dining with South Korea's 
Lop business executives and 
visiting firms with British 
ties. 

She also visited the 
world’s largest women’s 
university and strolled 
through a Seoul district 
filled with antique shops, 
art galleries and stores sell- 
ing distinctive Korean 
ceramics. 

But on the second day of 
her four-day visit, the 
queen's emphasis was 
clearly on the business of 
promoting the sale of 
British products and invit- 
ing Korean investment in 
Britain. 

The queen had lunch with 
executives from South 
Korea’s five largest con- 
glomerates — Hyundai, 
Samsung, Daewoo. LG and 
SK — and later sat in on a 
British- Korean business 
conference on technology. 

About 30 executives from 
the United Kingdom are 
accompanying the queen 


Korea 

and her husband. Prince 
Philip, on the first visit to 
Korea by a British 
monarch. 

South Korean investment 
in Britain totals SI. 5 bil- 
lion. 

Currently, 29 Korean 
companies operate there, 
employing about 9,000 peo- 
ple. Britain is the seventh 
largest export market for 
South Korea. For Britain, 
South Korea is its ISth 
largest export market. 

The queen visited a 
design studio of Daewoo 
Motor Co., which has 
invested $55 million in a 
car-design centre 1 in 
Worthing, West Sussex, that 
employees about 1 ,000 
workers. 

She also paid a call on 
Ani Dream Animation 
Studio, which bought Si 
million in computer soft- 
ware last year from 
Britain’s Cambridge 
Animation. 

At Ewha Women’s uni- 
versity, the queen visited 
the school's pharmacology 
college, where students 
were extracting concen- 



Bntain’s Queen Elizabeth II smiles as she walks through a crowd in Seoul’s arts and antiques district of Insadong 
on Tuesday. The queen, on the first ever visit by a British head of state, was met by more than 1,000 locals in the 
trendy street during her stroll (Reuters photo) 


trates from ginseng root and 
analysing their chemical 
components. 

Ginseng is said to control 
bloOd pressure and improve 
vitality. Tea. capsules and 
othbr products made from 
the plant are widely con- 
sumed in Asia. 


Students and faculty at 
Ewha, which has an enrol- 
ment of some 18,000 under- 
graduate and graduate stu- 
dents, presented the queen 
with a gift of ginseng. 

The queen later strolled 
down the main street of 
Insadong, a district in the 


heart of Seoul famed for its 
arts and crafts. 

Shop owners gave her a 
demonstration of calligra- 
phy and explained about 
Korean ceramics and the 
traditional costume, called 
Hanbok. 

Later Tuesday, the queen 


and her husband attended a 
state dinner hosted by 
President Kim Dae-Jung at 
the presidential blue house. 
The queen promised to 
establish ‘‘Elizabeth H 
Scholarships” to help more 
South Korean students 
study in Britain. 


Yeltsin lobbies lawmakers before 
vote on prosecutor general 


Northern Ireland parties 
told to carry on talking 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain told Northern 
Ireland’s political rivals on 
Tuesday to carry on talking 
until they agreed a deal on 
paramilitary weapons that 
would pave the way for a 
power-sharing government. 

Mo Mowlam, the British 
minister responsible for the 

B rovince. said Ulster 
Zionists and the IRA’s 
political wing Sinn Fein 
had to reach a compromise 
in a way that suited both 
traditions. 

Last year's Good Friday 
peace accord was supposed 
to lead to the creation of a 
power-sharing government 
and autonomous institu- 
tions, but disputes over dis- 
armament have hopelessly 
blocked such progress. 

Protestant Unionists, who 
want to maintain the 
province within the United 
Kingdom, steadfastly 
refuse to sit down in a gov- 
ernment with Sinn Fein 


until the Irish Republican 
Army begins to disarm. 

Sinn Fein, the Catholic 
republican party which 
wants an end to the British 
presence in Northern 
Ireland, insists it cannot 
deliver weapons, and that 
the Unionist demand is not 
part of last year’s accord. 

Fresh talks Monday in 
London chaired by British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his Irish counterpart 
Bertie Ahern failed to 
break the impasse. 

Mowlam chose her words 
carefully, saying paramili- 
tary decommissioning was 
an “obligation" under the 
Good Friday accord, but 
not a “precondition” to a 
power-sharing administra- 
tion. 

“What’s important is that 
they keep talking and find 
an accommodation they 
can both live with,” she 
said. 

She insisted there was no 


question of “parking" the 
process for a while as the 
only way to build trust was 
to continue talking. 

But she admitted there 
was no new deadline for 
agreement, with the parties 
needing “space and time to 
work out between them- 
selves a way forward.” 

Talks are due to resume 
next week. 

“It’s about building confi- 
dence and trust between the 
two sides to allow both 
sides to move. People want 
it to work. We shouldn’t 
forget that,” added 
Mowlam. 

With the lack of progress 
frustrating all sides in 
Northern Ireland, there 
have been fears of a return 
to sectarian violence. 

Overnight, a Protestant 
loyalist group, the Red 
Hand Defenders, planted 
an explosive device outside 
a house on the outskirts of 
Belfast. It failed to go off. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Boris 
Yeltsin invited members of 
parliament's upper house to 
the Kremlin for a friendly chat 
Tuesday — die day before 
they vote on whether to oust 
the country's top prosecutor, a 
nemesis of the president ' 

Yeltsin has been trying, 
unsuccessfully, to get rid of 
prosecutor General Yuri 
Skuratov, who has been inves- 
tigating possible bribe-taking 
by Kremlin officials. 

Skuratov. meanwhile, said 
he would ask parliament’s 
upper house to release him of 
his duties, according to the 
chairman of the upper house, 
Yegor Stroyev. Skuratov has 
submitted his resignation 
twice previously — but has 
also expressed a willingness 
to stay if parliament supports 
him. 

The prosecutor is expected 
to speak Wednesday to the 
upper house, the Federation 
Council, before they vote on 
his fete. The house committee 
on legal affairs recommended 
Tuesday that Skuratov be dis- 
missed, suggesting the full 
house would vote the same 
way Wednesday. 

The president suffered a 
defeat last month when the 
upper house voted over- 
whelmingly to keep Skuratov. 


allowing his inquiries to pro- 
ceed. The upper house is the 
only body that can dismiss the 
prosecutor. 

Yeltsin tried to tip the scales 
in his favour before 
Wednesday’s vote by holding 
amiable talks with the region- 
al leaders who make up the 
chamber. Tuesday’s meeting 
was the second in as many 
weeks, and he promised the 
regional governors greater 
autonomy. 

“I count on you and hope 
you will support me,” Yeltsin 
said. “I insist that you, not the 
federal government, have the 
priority" He also promised 
governors he would seek their 
advice before picking a new 
top prosecutor. Yeltsin 
appeared to be winning over 
some legislators. 

“Most Federation Council 
members believe that 
Skuratov should be dis- 
missed,” said lawmaker 
Anatoly Guzhvin. 

Skuratov has sought to por- 
tray himself as a prosecutor 
who wants to root out corrup- 
tion. but is facing intense pres- 
sure from Yeltsin's adminis- 
tration not to investigate. 

But critics say Skuratov has 
been in the job for four years, 
and showed little enthusiasm 
for prosecuting corruption 


cases previously. Yeltsin has 
argued that Skuratov- should 
be dismissed mi moral 
grounds. 

As the feud escalated, 
Russian state-run television 
aired a. video that, showed a 
man strongly resembling; 
Skuratov havingjsex with two 
women identified as prosti- 
tutes. Skuratov has not denied 
that he was the man in the 
video. 

Yeltsin has suspended 
Skuratov, who is himself 
under investigation. 

Authorities are checking to 
see if criminal suspects pro- 
vided Skuratov with prosti- 
tutes in return for his dropping 
investigations against them. 

The scandal has already 
inflicted damage on Yeltsin. 
His Communist foes say the 
president is seeking to oust 
Skuratov in revenge for his 
anti-corruption efforts. 

Skuratov’s probe has 
focused on alleged bribe-tak- 
ing by top government offi- 
cials responsible for awarding 
large construction contracts to 
the Swiss company Mabetex. 
Kremlin officials and 
Mabetex have denied any 
wrongdoing, and no one has 
been charged. 


K. Rouge commander to go on 
trial for slaying Western tourists 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Notorious Khmer Rouge 
commander Nuon Paet is to 
go on trial in Cambodia 
next week on charges 
which include the brutal 
murder of three Western 
backpackers, court officials 
said Tuesday. “The trial 
should commence as quick- 
ly as possible, next week," 
a senior Phnom Penh court 
official told AFP. 

It will be one of two high- 
profile trials of captured 
rebels scheduled to be held 
this year, after the March 6 
arrest of brutal Ta Mok. the 
former chief of staff of the 
late Khmer Rouge supremo 
Pol Pot. 

“The reason this case has 
taken so long is because it 
was so complicated and we 
had to investigate many 
charges,” the court official 
said." adding that the trial 
would be held in the capi- 
tal, but declined to specify 
the date. 

Court officials said Nuon 
Paet would be tried on three 
counts including the 1994 
kidnap and murder of three 
backpackers — Frenchman 
Jean-Michel Braquet, 
Briton Mark Slater and 
Australian David Wilson — 
who were grabbed from a 
train on its way to the sea- 
side resort of 
Sihanoukvilie. 

Several Cambodians were 


also killed in the attack. 

The other charge relates 
to the destruction of private 
and public property, name- 
ly damage done to the train. 
Under Cambodian law. if 
convicted, Nuon Paet faces 
between three years and 
life in jail. He was arrested 
last August, and normally 
under Cambodian law his 
trial should have begun 
within six months. Nuon 
Paet, who led a Khmer 
Rouge division at Phnom 
Voar (Vine Mountain) in 
the southeastern province 
of Kampot, is accused of 
ordering the murders of the 
three tourists. 

Ail in their 20s and early 
30s. they are believed to 
have been killed about two 
months after their capture 
amid negotiations for their 
release and a government 
offensive on the rebels’ 
mountain-top position. 

Their bodies were found 
in shallow graves on the 
mountain and forensic tests 
showed at least one of them 
had been hamstrung to pre- 
vent escape. 

Diplomats from the home 
countries of the slain 
tourists could not be con- 
tacted or declined to com- 
ment Tuesday on the latest 
development. 

Although he has so far 
not been charged under a 
1994 law outlawing the 


Khmer Rouge, Nuon Paet’s 
trial will be the first of a 
guerrilla leader since a 
series of trials held after an 
invading Vietnamese army 
drove the Khmer Rouge 
from Phnom Penh in 1979. 

The Khmer Rouge under 
Pol Pot are held responsible 
for the deaths of up. to two 
million Cambodians during 
their 1970s “Killing Fields” 
reign of terror. Having 
made little progress in their 
investigations, the govern- 
ment chose to extend Nuon 
Paet’s detention earlier this 
year, a move welcomed by 
foreign diplomats in 
Phnom Penh. Observers 
here said the government 
had been concerned that his 
continued detention with- 
out trial cast doubts over 
the Cambodian courts' abil- 
ity to bring Ta Mok to jus- 
tice. 

Under diplomatic pres- 
sure to hold Nuon Paet, 
court officials earlier 
aigued the continued deten- 
tion of the former Khmer 
Rouge commander was 
legaf due to the difficulties 
encountered by investiga- 
tors. In February, the head 
of Phnom Penh's municipal 
court said several key wit- 
nesses had been killed and 
that a large number of peo- 
ple were implicated in the 
kidnapping. 


Japanese baby released after 
5-hour kidnap ordeal in Vietnam 


HANOI (AFP) ■ — The six- 
month-old son of a senior 
Japanese aid official was 
abducted at knifepoint from 
his home in the Vietnamese 
capital Hanoi and held for 
nearly five hours Tuesday 
before being rescued 
unharmed, police said. 

The kidnapper, whose 
name has not been released, 
was in a serious condition 
in hospital after being shot 
and wounded during his 
arrest in northern Lang Son 
province, police said. 

The baby, Torahiko 
Sugirnoto, suffered slight 
wounds to his neck after the 
kidnapper pressed a blade 
to his throat during the 
ordeal, and was admitted to 
the same hospital for obser- 
vation. 

The kidnapper, believed 
to be aged in his late twen- 
ties. had passed himself off 
as an electrician to gain 
entry to a housing complex 
to commit a robbery and at 
first took the family's maid 
hostage, police said. 

The” kidnapper was shot 
by police when he was 
apprehended in Lang Son, 


about 100 kilometres out- 
side Hanoi, police said. 

The boy’s father, Satoshi 
Sugirnoto, is the Hanoi rep- 
resentative of the Japanese 
Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund. He and 
his wife moved into the 
Japanese-built compound 
less than one month ago. 
The incident, the first 
known case of an attempted 
robbery and hostage taking 
involving a foreigner in 
Hanoi, has sent shock 
waves through the foreign 
community in the capital. 

It was especially worry- 
ing for residents of the lux- 
ury lakeside Co Co 
International Village, tout- 
ed as one of the safest for- 
eign compounds in the cap- 
iti. “Everybody is in 
shock. This goes to show 
that the security is very lax 
and they let it happen.” said 
1 8-year-old Sunaina Sinha, 
an Indian resident of the 
compound. “They let any- 
one in here who arrives in a 
taxi,” she added. 

The kidnapper arrived in 
a taxi, passing himself off 
as a cooling system techni- 


cian to gain entry to the 
housing complex where he 
took the family's maid 
hostage. 

When the boy and his 
mother returned to their 
fourth floor apartment, the 
man threatened the two 
with a kitchen knife, 
demanding money. The 
maid escaped and alerted 
police who quickly encir- 
cled the nine-storey build- 
ing. The kidnapper freed 
the wife but took the baby 
and fled in a taxi provided 
by police after he threat- 
ened to kill the infant, said 
Kaoru Nonaka, Japanese 
embassy spokesman. 

As he entered the taxi he 
held the knife to the baby’s 
throat and got into the pas- 
senger side, witnesses said. 

The taxi was driven by a 
plain clothes policeman, 
witnesses said. 

The taxi driver who had 
brought the man to the resi- 
dential complex in west 
Hanoi where some of the 
Japanese diplomatic corps 
is housed had earlier been 
detained and questioned, 
witnesses added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Manila says it will not protect 
president’s friend 

MANILA (R) — Philippine President Joseph Estrada will 
not protect a businessman friend who has been accused in the 
United States Of making illegal contributions to President 
Bill Clinton’s 1996 reelection campaign, a government 
spokesman said on Tuesday. u What the president (Estrada) is 
basically saying is that this is a matter for the judicial process 
and.Jie will not get involved in this matter at all,” presiden- 
tial spokesman Jerry Barican told reporters. Barican was 
commenting on local news reports that the United States 
would seek the extradition of Manila-based businessman 
Mark Jimenez to face charges involving illegal contributions 
to Clinton's reelection effort and other democratic cam- 
paigns. Jimenez is the majority owner of future tech interna- 
tional. a Miami, Florida-based company which last year 
agreed to plead guilty to two counts of tax evasion stemming 
from campaign finance violations relating to the 1996 presi- 
dential election. A spokesman for the UJS. embassy con- 
firmed tiie U.S. Department of Justice had filed charges 
against Jimenez. “It’s up to the Justice Department to take the 
initiative in tire investigation into the case,” the spokesman 
said. Barican said the Philippines had not received any for- 
mal request from the United States for Jimenez’s extradition. 
Local newspapers have described Jimenez as a close friend 
of Estrada and a member of his coterie of advisers. Barican 
however said he did not hold any formal position in the 
admin istration. “I would think that Mr. Jimenez is known to 
die president (Estrada),” Barican said. “He has of course been 
a businessman (and) Iras had some international experience, 
including in the United States, so he has been consulted by 
the president on occasions in this context,” Barican said. 
Jimenez said in a media statement; 'The matter is between 
the U.S. courts and myself. My one and only role with regard 
to the president (Estrada) is to remain to be his good and hon- 
est friend.” 

Second top judge resigns 
in Irish drunk driving case row 

DUBLIN (AFP) — A second top Irish judge resigned 
Tuesday in a row about the early release from prison of a man 
convicted of drunk driving leading to the death of a mother 
of two. Judge Cyril Kelly. 47, handed in his resignation to 
President Mary McAleese, a government spokesman said. A 
court official, Dublin county registrar Michael Quinlan, who 
is responsible for listing cases forbearing, has also resigned. 
Last Saturday, Hugh O’Flaherty, the longest serving member 
of the Supreme Court who had also been widely tipped as 
Ireland's next chief justice, also resigned. The row centres on 
the release of an architect who served only one year of a four 
year sentence. Philip Sheedy had been convicted of driving 
under the influence of alcohol in March 1996 and causing the 
death of a mother of two. Sheedy voluntarily returned to jail 
when tiie family of the dead woman complained about his 
release. The judges had been feeing unprecedented impeach- 
ment proceedings before both house of parliament 

Romania paying huge price 
for. Kosovo conflict 

BUCHAREST- '(AFP) ~ Romanian industry is losing 
tens of mini ons of dollars in cancelled trade due to the 
Kosovo conflict Trade and Industry Minister Radu 
Berceanu said on Tuesday. Losses in earnings from the 
Romanian metal industry, notably due to the blockage of 
Danube River transport amount to some $30 million per 
month, he said. Up to 20 per cent of metal products were 
exported by river to former Yugoslav republics and 
countries in Central Europe. Several factories have lost 
contracts worth hundreds of thousands of dollars due to 
the conflict he said, citing notably an aero industry 
manufacturer in the southern town of Craiova who has 
lost a $6.3 million deal to modernise Yugoslav aircraft. 
A motor plant in Satu-Mare, northern Romania, lost a 
contract worth $700,000 for spare pans, for the Yugoslav 
carmaker Zastava, whose plant at Kragujevac north of 
Belgrade has been severely damaged in NATO air raids. 
A salt mine in Slamc-Prahova. north of Bucharest 
which exported over 50 per cent of its production to 
Yugoslavia, has already lost $280,000 after a contract 
was cancelled. 


Students throw eggs at U.S. 
embassy, protest NATO bombing 


NICOSIA, Cyprus ( AP) — Thousands of Greek Cypriot 
students walked out of their classes, marched to the 
United States embassy and hurled eggs at the building to 
protest the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia. About 2,000 
university and high school students waved placards and 
chanted slogans saying “NATO, killer of children,” and 
“Stop the bombing.” They also burned a U.S. and a 
European Union flag. Scores of riot police set up barbed 
wire barricades around the building, forcing the demon- 
strators to gather in a large open space across the fortress- 
like embassy building. The demonstrators stayed there for 
a couple of hours listening to an open air live concert of 
patriotic songs. Greek Cypriots feel generally sympathet- 
ic towards the fellow Orthodox Christians in Yugoslavia 
and have been demonstrating almost daily outside the 
U.S. embassy. The media and politicians accuse NATO of 
hypocrisy for going to war to force Yugoslavia to accept 
the return of the Kosovo Albanian refugees to their 
homes, while doing nothing for the past 25 years about 
the return of 200,000 Greek Cypriot refugees to Turkish- 
occupied north Cyprus. Cyprus has been divided into a 
Greek Cypriot controlled south and a Turkish-occupied 
north since a 1974 Turkish invasion and the ethnic cleans- 
ing of the north by Turkey in the wake of an abortive coup 
by supporters of union with Greece. The split remains 
despite UJ4. Security Council resolutions demanding the 
return of the refugees and the withdrawal of the Turkish 
troops and mainland settlers from the north. 

61 fishermen missing or dead 
in China’s Yellow Sea 
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ennen died in rough seas m the month of March. 

"Days of rescue woric were . 
ly fruitless, Sben Jianrong, an official fitan the f 

bureau of the agricultural ministry, was quoted as 
Three bodies haws been found since an Abril 13 st 
officials haw warned other fishermen not to risk tfo 
for big canto. Storms in March resulted in 79 ho 
sized and 32 fishermen dead, it said. 
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Florida Keys residents got a jump on Earth Day celebrations creating a giant, 180-foot-long sand sculpture April 
18, featuring colourful Keys marine and land icons culled from 44 tonnes of sand. The event, at the Cheeca 
Lodge in Islamorada, served as a fund-raiser for local environmental causes. Earth Dav is set for April 22 
(Reuter photo) 


Shots in Timor capital as Indonesian 
military chief arrives for visit 


DILI. East Timor (AFP) — 
Shots rang out in the East 
Timor capital after dark on 
Tuesday as Indonesian mili- 
tary chief General Wiranto 
arrived following a deadly 
weekend militia rampage, 
residents said. 

They said the shots were 
fired in the Taibesi area. 
Police said they had yet to 
receive a full report. 

The firing erupted less one 
hour after Wiranto, accompa- 
nied by national police chief 
General Rusman Hadi, 
arrived aboard a special air 
force flight. 

An officer at the East Timor 
military command declined 
to give details of Wiranto s 
schedule. His visit follows a 
weekend - of . bloodshed in 
which pro-Indonesian militia 
killed some 20 independence 
supporters and comes amid 
international appeals for 
Jakarta to restore calm. 

A journalist of the private 
SCT television station said 
Wiranto was due to witness 


the signing of a peace pact 
between pro-Indonesia and 
pro-independence groups. 

Sources at the Dili diocese 
said Bishop Carlos Ximenes 
Felipe Belo would meet 
Wiranto Wednesday. 

Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
meanwhile headed for the 
United Nations, taking with 
him an autonomy plan for the 
former Portuguese colony 
which Indonesia invaded in 
1975 and annexed in 1976. 

Security authorities inciud- 
■ ing Wiranto on Monday 
pledged to try to stem the 
bloodshed amid overseas 
protests. 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard, who is due to 
meet Indonesian President 
B J. Habibie in Bali on April 
27. warned in Sydney 
Tuesday that Indonesia’s 
international reputation 
hinged on its response to the 
crisis. 

Howard pledged to use 
whatever influence he has to 
persuade Jakarta to exercise 


restraint over its armed 
forces. 

New Zealand Foreign 
Minister Don McKinnon said 
he had telephoned Alatas to 
express concern. 

The violence erupted 
Saturday after some 1.500 
pro-Indonesian militiamen 
staged a rally also attended 
by the governor and top local 
officials. A militia leader had 
urged his men to clean the 
administration of anti- 
Indonesia elements. 

The militia later criss- 
crossed the town in a convoy 
of tracks, killing known pro- 
indepen dentists and attacking 
their homes along the way. 

East Timor police chief 
Colonel Timbul Silaen on 
Monday said 96 people had 
sought refuge at the police 
headquarters. Including pro- 
independence figure Manuel 
Carrascalao whose refugee- 
packed bouse was attacked 
by the militia on Saturday. 

Carrascalao, who lost one 
son in die attack that also left 


at least 12 others dead there, 
had been brought under 
police escort to the headquar- 
ters on Sunday. 

Carrascalao and the other 
refugees sheltering with the 
police remained off limits to 
the press, with Silaen saying 
they did not want to meet 
journalists. 

The former MP was 
allowed under escort to 
attend the burial of his son 
late on Monday, police 
sources said. 

Tensions between support- 
ers and opponents of inde- 
pendence have risen since 
Jakarta offered in January to 
let East Timor go if the peo- 
ple did not accept an autono- 
my offer in a vote this sum- 
mer. 

Alatas was due to leave for 
New York later Tuesday. He 
will take the final autonomy 
package approved by cabinet 
on Monday to present it to a 
meeting with the United 
Nations and Portugal. 


Malaysia to kill stray dogs in virus area 


KUALA LUMPUR <R) — 
Malaysia said on Tuesday it 
would kill some stray dogs 
and test “every species 
imaginable" after canines 
were found to have con- 
tracted a pig -bo me virus 
that has killed 99 people. 

In the past week, the num- 
ber of deaths and new infec- 
tions have tapered off as 
authorities wrapped up a 
campaign to slaughter some 
900,000 pigs in a bid to con- 
tain the epidemic. 

Veterinary services 
department director-general 
Nordin Mohd Nor said at 
least two dogs in the worst 
hitNegeri Sembilan stale — 
the focus of the viral 
encephalitis outbreak that 
has ravaged the $400 mil- 
lion pork industry — had 
rested positive for the Nipah 
virus, raising fears that 
other animals could be car- 
rying the disease. 


“This shows that this dis- 
ease can be contracted by 
dogs.” he said. 

He added that dogs may 
been infected by eating the 
carcasses of buried pigs. 
Authorities have repeatedly 
stressed that the meat of 
dead pigs was safe for con- 
sumption. 

Authorities had been 
ordered to put down all 
stray dogs around affected 
pig farms, he said. Pet dogs 
belonging to residents in 
badly-hit regions would be 
screened for viruses. 

“We have therefore 
instructed our people to 
destroy these dogs in these 
affected areas,” Nordin said. 
“Pet dogs are to be sam- 
pled.” 

“We cannot speculate that 
every other animal that 
you’re going to meet is a 
disease carrier... You can 
play • with your pets but 


other animals that you don’t 
know, we advise you to stay 
away.” 

Authorities would for the 
next three months begin tak- 
ing blood samples from pigs 
in all pig farms and slaugh- 
terhouse's. 

AU other animal species 
around affected areas, par- 
ticularly in the Bukit 
Pelandok area in Negeri 
Sembilan, would also be 
tested for encephalitis. The 
authorities have so far taken 
the blood samples of rats, 
birds, goats, cattle and wild 
animals including bats in 
the area. 

“We are keeping our 
options open," he said. “We 
have people looking at 
every species imaginable in 
that area,” he said. 

Health officials, who had 
initially blamed all the 
deaths on mosquito-borne 
Japanese encephalitis, have 


said .that a newly detected 
virus since named Nipah. 
which also causes 
encephalitis, was the major 
cause of the deaths. 

But in another twist, 
health officials admitted 
recently that the mysterious 
cause for some of the total 
259 encephalitis cases, was 
neither Japanese encephali- 
tis nor Nipah and was still 
unknown. 

The similarity of Nipah to 
the Hendra virus carried by 
fruit bats which killed 15 
race horses and two trainers 
in Australia in 1994 and 
1995, had stoked specula- 
tion that horses were the 
source of the outbreak. 

But Nordin said 1 ,400 
race horses had been tested 
and declared virus-free. 
Another 6,000 polo, eques- 
trian and individually- 
owned horses would be test- 
ed in the weeks ahead. 


Painkiller Celebrex linked to 
10 deaths, says report 


NEW YORK (API — 
Monsanto’s highly suc- 
cessful painkiller 

Celebrex has been linked 
to 10 deaths and 1 1 cases 
of gastrointestinal haem- 
orrhages in its first three 
months on the market, the 
Wall Street Journal report- 
ed on Tuesday. 

Half of the 10 people 
who died suffered from 
gastrointestinal bleeding 
or ulcers, according to 
reports submitted to the 
Food and Drug 
Administration that were 
obtained by the journal 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

Two other deaths were 
attributed to heart attacks. 


one to drug interaction 
and one to kidney disor- 
der. No cause of death was 
given for the IOih fatality. 
~ The journal did not 
specify the sources of the 
so-called adverse event 
reports, which could come 
from health professionals, 
consumers or the drug 
company itself. 

Celebrex, manufactured 
by St. Louis-based 
Monsanto Co.'s G.D. 
Searle and Co. subsidiary, 
went on the market in 
January to treat 
osteoarthritis and rheuma- 
toid arthritis. 

Celebrex was touted by 
Monsanto as an effective 
pain reliever much like 


Ibuprofen, but was much 
less likely to cause severe 
stomach problems such as 
bleeding ulcers. 

So far it has been a 
gigantic success: 2.5 mil- 
lion prescriptions have 
been filled in its first 13 
weeks on the market, 
compared with the record 
2.7 million prescriptions 
of anti-impotency drug 
Viagra filled during its 
first three months. 

Robert Delap, director 
of an FDA-office of drag 
evaluation, told the jour- 
nal that more research 
needs to be done before 
coming to a conclusion 
about Celebrex’s safety. 

“Do we think there's a 


signal that the product 
poses some special risk? 
No, not at the moment." 
Searle officials told the 
journal they remain excit- 
ed about Celebrex’s per- 
formance. “We really feel 
the drug is performing as 
expected. The safety pro- 
file is what we would 
expect.” said Steve Geis, 
tlie company's vice presi- 
dent for arthritis clinical 
research. 

Geis declined to go into 
details about any cases of 
death linked to the drug, ... 
but said that many patients { 
taking Celebrex have j 
other illnesses and are tak- 
ing multiple medications. 


Congress says it will be able 
to form new Indian government 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) 
— The Congress party 
headed by Sonia Gandhi 
said Tuesday it would have 
letters of support from a 
majority of parliament and 
be ready to form a govern- 
ment by Wednesday after 
the national budget vote. 

“If the president calls us 
tomorrow evening we will 
immediately respond with 
all the letters,” Congress 
party spokesman Ajit Jogi 
told the Associated Press. 
“We have letters of support 
from most of the parties 
that support us. We will 
have all the letters by the 
time the president invites” 
the party to discuss forma- 
tion of a new government. 

President K.R. 

Narayanan has made pas- 
sage of the national budget 
a priority and was not 
expected to talk to any par- 
ties about the next govern- 
ment until parliament’s 
lower house passes the 
spending plan Wednesday. 

“Then the ball starts 
rolling, and we'll get letters 


of support from everyone” 
said Jogi, who declined to 
say how many votes shy 
Congress remained from it’s 
goal. 

On Saturday, Congress 
and its opposition allies 
had 270 votes lo 269 for the 
government, leading to 
defeat of a confidence 
motion for Prime Minister 
Aral Bihari Vajpayee. 

The Congress party is 
making a pitch for the 
Italian-born Mrs. Gandhi to 
be the next prime minister. 

In her comments to 
reporters as she left meet- 
ings with another opposi- 
tion politician, Mrs. 
Gandhi did not mention the 
support letters. “We are 
still talking with all the 
leaders to evolve a consen- 
sus.” she said, as reporters 
chased her to her car. 

The difficulty in gaining 
agreement among the dis- 
parate parties after days of 
concentrated talks raises 
the possibility Congress 
could be forced to step 
back from its leadership 


claim and support a gov- 
ernment led by leftists and 
socialists. Another possi- 
bility is that congress might 
seek to rule as "a minority 
government, but give up, 
for the time, being the idea 
of Mrs. Gandhi, a political 
novice, becoming prime 
minister. 

Some of the opposition 
parties that joined 
Congress in defeating the 
Vajpayee government 
oppose Mrs. Gandhi in 
such a role. Also, tw o of the 
five communist parties that 
she at least needs support 
from have said they oppose 
joining Congress. 

Vajpayee's party said it 
also hail letters of support 
from all the parties that 
originally formed the gov- 
ernment 13 months ago, 
represen ling at least 235 
votes in the 541 -seat parlia- 
ment. The party says 
Congress cannot muster as 
much support as the outgo- 
ing government had. 

If no new government can 
be agreed on, India will 


hold its third elections in 
three years — something 
few politicians want. 

Mrs. Gandhi met with 
veteran communist leader 
Jvoti Basu Tuesday as well 
as former Prime Minister 
InJer Kumar Gujrul. She 
has now met with almost 
every opposition leader, but 
most are reluctant to com- 
mit their support before 
being sure she has enough 
backers lo form a govern- 
ment. 

“I am assuring you that 
there is no difficulty, no 
problem in forming an 
alternative government.” 
Congress' main political 
negotiator. Aijun Singh, 
told reporters. 

Mrs. Gandhi, heir to 
India's foremost political 
dynasty, is the widow of 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and daughier-in- 
law of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, both of 
whom were assassinated. 

Indira’s father was India’s 
first prime minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Errant U.S. bombs kill one in 
Puerto Rican training ground 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Two U.S. Marine 
jets dropped bombs on a 
lookout post at a remote 
training ground in Puerto 
Rico, killing one civilian 
and injuring four other men. 

The two F-I8 jets based 
on the USS John F. 
Kennedy aircraft carrier 
were on a night training run 
Monday over Vieques, an 
island off the coast of 
Puerto Rico, said Roberto 
Nelson, spokesman for 
Roosevelt Roads Naval 
Station. The navy base 
operates the training ground 
in the U.S. territory. 

Their bombs missed a tar- 
get area and landed near the 
post where four civilian 
contractors and one military 
observer were working. The 
blasts killed one contractor. 

The injured were flown to 
the Roosevelt Roads navy 
base hospital. 30 kilometres 


LONDON (Rj — When it 
comes to military hard- 
ware, the United States is 
leading from the front in 
NATO. 

But in the propaganda 
battle, Europe — and par- 
ticularly Britain — is tak- 
ing a far higher profile than 
in the past and learning 
some painful lessons. 

Long gone are the days 
when a U.S. general, dis- 
cussing what to tell the 
American people after 
Pearl Harbour, growled: 
“Tell them nothing until the 
war is over. Then tell them 
who won.” Now propagan- 
da is a vital weapon in 
modem warfare. It has to be 
handled as delicately as any 
precision bomb. 

Unlike the Gulf War, this 
time Europe is supplying 
the big voices — from 
NATO's British spokesman 
Jamie Shea to the military 
chiefs at London defence 
briefings who in suave and 
gentlemanly tones ratchet 
up the propaganda war 
against Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Even when the public 
relations battle went 
against NATO last week 
with the bombing of a 
Kosovo refugee convoy, the 
call for reinforcements did 
not go to Washington but to 
London. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair’s powerful press 
spokesman Alastair 
Campbell was sent out to 
Brussels to review how 
NATO coverage could be 
beefed up and coordinated 
so the allies could all sing 
from the hymn sheet. 

One of his answers was to 
decide that a top Downing 
Street press officer should 
be stationed with the NATO 
press team. 


away. They were in stable 
condition Monday night. 

“They were just in the 
area, doing their job. when 
this unfortunate accident 
occurred.” Nelson said. 
“We empathise and sympa- 
thise with the family of the 
deceased, and we will do a 
full investigation to see 
what happened here.” The 
navy would not identify the 
victims until family mem- 
bers had been notified. 

Nelson said it was not 
unusual for aeroplanes to 
bomb at night at the site. 

The U.S. Navy controls 
75 per cent of Vieques for 
military manoeuvres and 
weapons storage. The 
island is 21 34 kilometres 
long and six kilometres 
wide, located 13 kilometres 
east of Puerto Rico. 

Residents oppose the use 
of live munitions there', say- 
ing the frequent explosions 


Defence analyst Paul 
Beaver believes the Kosovo 
crisis has marked a coming 
of age for Europe's military 
in public relations terms. 

“Do we believe Jamie - 
Shea? Yes we do” said 
Beaver, spokesman for the 
Jane's information group. 

“The British army press 
set-up is improving dramat- 
ically. 

They are training people 
properly. The Americans 
still have a problem. They 
often overload with infor- 
mation.” for the public rela- 
tions industry, the Kosovo 
conflict offers intriguing 
insights on presentation. 

Alan Leaman of hill and 
Knowlton said the lessons 
were the same in both war 
and peace. 

“It is much better to be 
open as quickly as possi- 
ble,” he told Reuters. 

Philip Dewhursu presi- 
dent of the Institute of 
Public Relations that 
groups 6,000 firms in the 
industry, argued that the 
United States was main- 
taining a low profile on 
purpose. 

‘“The Americans don't 
want to make it look os if 
they are kicking ass in 
Europe,” he said. “If you 
talk to Americans, they 
want it to be viewed as 
Europe sorting out its own 
problems.” Sensitivities for 
Europe are much more 
acute than they ever were in 
the Gulf War because the 
conflict this time is taking 
place in the region's own 
backyard. 

“To fight an air war 
against a European country 
is always going to be diffi- 
cult in P.R. terms.” 
Dewhurst said. 

For the Americans after 
Vietnam and the British 


disturb fishing grounds and 
thwart the island's efforts to 
artraa tourism. 

“What happened is what 
for years they have been 
saying was going to hap- 
pen.” said Robert Rabin, 
who manages the Conde de 
Mirasol local history muse- 
um. “Vieques lives under 
the continual danger that 
this type of situation will 
happen if the navy makes a 
mistake in its bombardment 
from ships and aeroplanes.” 

But Nelson defended the 
training ground’s impor- 
tance, noting that most. of 
the navy and marine aircraft 
involved in the Kosovo con- 
flict trained there. 

"All of those pilots who 
are in Kosovo have dropped 
live ordnance in Vieques/' 
Nelson said. “That is the 
importance of vieques in 
this (Kosovo) operation.” 


after the Folklands, tension i 
with the media will never 
be far from the surface. 

Veteran BBC correspon- 
dent John Simpson has 
already found himself in 
the firing line with British 
officials who have accused 
him of simplistic, one-sided 
reporting from Belgrade. 

His BBC colleague John 
Humphry s sprang to 
Simpson's defence, arguing 
that the public was sophisti- 
cated enough to make its 
own mind up: “Those who 
live by the spin shall die by 
the spin.” 

“.Americans learned a 
nasty lesson from 
Vietnam,” Humphrys said. 
“If you allow the cameras 
and the correspondents to 
roam free, they will send 
back reports you may not 
like. 

“Television pictures of 
GIs setting fire to villages 
to save them, or little girls | 
running naked with their 
skin on fire from American 
Napalm may not have 
ended the war — the body 
bags did that — but they 
sure helped." 

British politician Bruce 
George said dilemmas 
faced by the military and 
the media during the 
FalkJands conflict between 
Britain and Argentina were 
being replayed in Kosovo. 

The veteran chairman of 
parliament’s defence com- 
mittee told Reuters: “The 
dilemma is how do you 
feed the insatiable appetite 
of Lhe media and the public 
without compromising 
national and collective 
security.’' 

“The government realises 
that in modem warfare vic- 
tory is gained as much off 
the battlefield as on the bat- 
tlefield.” 


! Britain to 
■ give U.N. 
its Kosovo 
war crimes 
dossier 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain has approved the 
release to U.N. war 
crimes investigators of 
intelligence reports 
alleging mass killings, 
rape and ethnic cleansing 
in Kosovo, Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook 
said on Tuesday. 

Announcing what he 
hailed as “one of the 
largest releases of intelli- 
gence material ever 
authorised" by Britain, 
he said it contained 
details about more than 
50 separate incidents in 
Kosovo in the past month 
alone. 

The evidence would be 
used to search out and 
prosecute anyone 

responsible for war 
crimes in the province. 

“There will be no hid- 
ing place tor those 
responsible for mass 
murder, mass rape and 
mass graves,” Cook told 
a news briefing. 

The press conference 
was attended also by 
Louise .Arbour, chief 
prosecutor of the U.N. 
war crimes tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia, 
based in The Hague. 

Cook said he had 
already passed on details 
to her of information col- 
lected in the months 
leading up to the launch 
of NATO air strikes 
against Yugoslavia four 
weeks ago. 

The latest intelligence, 
relating to the' past 
month, would be handed 
over as soon as it was in 
its completed form. 

Cook said it detailed 
“an almost daily cata- 
logue of murder" in 
Kosovo, and included the 
names of Serb units 
operating in areas where 
ethnic cleansing is 
reported to have taken 
place, as well as "the 
names of their comman- 
ders." 

"We want to be sure 
that those brought to jus- 
tice are not only the 
thugs who carried out the 
crimes, but those who 
gave the orders.” 

“It is a rare step to 
release intelligence 
materiel ” he added. 

“We are taking it 
because we are deter- 
mined those responsible 
for turning Kosovo into a 
slaughterhouse should be 
brought to justice." 

Arbour said she would 
welcome any evidence 
that would stand up in 
court to "expose crimi- 
nality at the highest 
level” 


In war of words, Europe 
leads from front in NATO 
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Washington Watch 


Dr. James J. Zogby 


Ugly development 

IRRESPECTIVE OF whether the 
Egyptian militant Islamic group Jihad 
has chemical and biological weapons or 
not as claimed by the head of its military 
operations, the fact remains that the 
production, acquisition and stockpiling 
of such weapons has become much easi- 
er with the availability of material about 
their manufacture even on the Internet 
Biological weapons are not only the poor 
countries' version of nuclear weapons 
but also the tools of militant groups that 
take up armed struggle to achieve their 
goals. Jihad is boosting that it has drawn 
up a plan for carrying out 100 attacks 
against U.S. and Israeli targets. Other 
radical groups can be expected to follow 
suit and start similar campaigns against 
their enemies. 

This development is very dangerous. 
Once the genie is out of the bottle, there 
is no turning back. The response to this 
threat may lie In strengthening the inter- 
national convention against biological 
and chemical weapons. As is, even coun- 
tries which have ratified the convention 
and committed themselves to abide by 
its terms are violating it As long as there 
is no effective machinery for supervision 
and inspection, nations can easily 
“cheat’' and continue their production 
programme. 

Major powers are known to be contin- 
uing their scientific research and pro- 
duction of more sophisticated biological 
and chemical weapons. Israel has been 
reported as starting research on genetic 
weapons. As long as governments con- 
tinue to develop these deadly weapons, 
we should not be surprised to see radical 
groups finding it easy to develop their 
own. With the proliferation of such 
lethal weapons, it has become easier 
than ever to purchase them on the black 
market Major producers of such terri- 
ble bombs are the ones which sell them. 
Unless and until the big powers set a 
bona fide example, we cannot expect 
much from groups which operate out- 
side the law. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI Ra'i's Mahmoud Rimawi said observers noted that the 
common language and statements emanating from 
Jordanian and Syrian officials aim at opening a new page 
in relations between the two neighbours. Past problems 
between Amman and Damascus were not due to bilateral 
relations: rather they were a result of their different stands 
towards issues like the Iraq-Iranian war. the Gulf War and 
the peace treaty with Israel, noted Rimawi. Although the 
two sides have reached an understanding on some issues, 
many cases still need more discussion, he said. Relations 
between Cairo and Damascus have also improved, added 
the writer. His Majesty King Abdullah's expected visit to 
Syria aims at overcoming any differences and discussing 
means of reviving joint interests and projects, opening die 
way for further improvements. 

Al Ra'i's Tureq Masarweh commented on the Jordan 
Telecommunications Company's decision to partially cut 
off 19.000 phone lines because of non-payment, whilst 
threatening to cut the lines totally if all outstanding bills 
are not paid. Yet, noted Masarweh wryly, this has hap- 
pened before subscribers have received their phone bills, 
which have been stored for months in “'malfunctioning” 
computers. Masarweh wondered how such a decision 
could be made, arguing it is totally unacceptable for any 
governmental institution — even if the government likes 
to call it a company — which threatens people who have 
done nothing wrong. The writer also wondered when the 
government wilt realise that it is not a money-collecting 
institution, and that it is the Jordanian citizen it is dealing 
with. He pointed out that the Water and Irrigation Ministry 
found its way out of this problem by assigning a 
Jordanian-French company to be in charge of water and 
sewage administration for four years. So, Masarweh con- 
cluded somewhar ironically, this summer should be fine 
with no water shortage, and no phone bills. 


U.S. rebukes Netanyahu’s electoral ploys 


TWO OF Israeli Prime Minister Benyarain 
Netanyahu’s recent election-related gambits 
have earned him rather strongly worded pub* 
lie rebukes from the Clinton Arimin istnrfion. 

The Netanyahu ploys were designed to 
help him shore up support from two voting 
groups, both of which are vital to his reelec- 
tion effort 

One of these efforts targeted the settlers' 
movement and their ideological allies, the 
other was directed at recent Russian immi- 
grants. 

In the pan, Netanyahu could have taken the 
support of both groups for granted. Not this 
year. In the first round of the election for 
Prime Minister, in addition to facing candi- 
dates from the Labour and Center Party 
(Ehud Barak and Yitzak Mordechai), Likud's 
Netanyahu ls also facing a challenge from the 
right — the Hena Party's Benny Begin. 

Joining Begjn's campaign are many of the 
old leadership of the Likud, who have bolted 
the party stating that they can no longer trust 
Netanyahu's leadership or his honesty. 

Fearing that hard-line voters may abandon 
his camp for the more “pure" Begin, 
Netanyahu has allowed settlers to intensify 
[heir expansion activity in recent months. It 
will be recalled that shortly after signing the 
Wye Memorandum. Netanyahu's" Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon returned to Israel urg- 
ing settlers to seize as much land as possible, 
telling them that, “foe time is coming when 
whatever we take, wiD be ours, and whatever 
they lake, will be theirs. Whoever can help in 
this, should help. With cunning you should 
fight wars.” 

"Not only has goimnteM-sanctioned set- 
tlement building intensified at an unprece- 
dented rale ( settlement construction in the 
West Bank increased 105 per cent over last 
year), bat at least 15 new hilltops have been 
taken over by settlers in recent weeks, appar- 
ently with strong support from Israel's gov- 
ernment U.S. satellite data, revealed last 
week, provided evidence that the Israeli gov- 
ernment has sanctioned these illegal and unli- 
censed settlements by providing them with 
roads, security and other services. 

While all Isadi settlement activity is in 
violation of international law. these " wildcat 1 ' 
efforts and the rather extraordinary expansion 
schemes currently underway are especially 
troubling to the US. Administration. These 
new settlements (overall there are 30 such 
efforts underway) are either in the heart of the 


West Bank or are extensions of the ever grow- 
ing ami thickening Israeli settlement belt that 
surrounds (he city of Jerusalem Furthermore, 
tins expanded Israeli building and the confis- 
cation of Palestinian laal that acc^^ 
occurring immediately cm the heds of Israel 
having signed an agreement with the 
Fhlestioians. sends the message that Israel has 
no intention of tearing the West Bank and 
will notallow the Palestinians to have a con- 
tiguous land mass on which to establish their 
stale. 

This is exactly the message that Netanyahu 
wants to send to those hard-line supporters 
who brought him to power in 1996. tut 
whose support be fears losing this year. 

Speaking last week at the future site of an 
industrial park for sealers in the West Bank. 
Netanyahu pledged not to abandon the 30 
new settlements. He said, “We have done a 
lot, and we will do a lot more.” Then be asked 
his listeners this rhetorical question. “Do we 
shrink, ordb we preserve and expand?” 

Equally important to Netanyahu's victory 
is tire support of recent Russian immigrants. 
It is estimated that there wiQ be 680,000 
Russians eligible ro vote this year — 17 per 
cent ofall voters. In 1996, the first election in 
which this group participated (their large- 
■ scale influx into Israel only began in 1989), 
they voted overwhelmingly for Netanyahu. 

The Russians, who also have their own 
political party. Israel B'Aliyah. were a part of 
the Likud coalition that governed since 1996. 

Today, there are signs of strain between 
Netanyahu and this all-important group. The 
leadership of Israel B’Aliyah, has. without 
endorsing die Labour Party candidate Ehud 
Barak, appeared at events with him. provid- 
ing Labour access to this constituency. 

The Russians are adifficult group to reach, 
for an important reason: they do not speak 
Hebrew. Their numbers are so laige and their 
settlement patterns in Israel are so compact 
that they appear to have no need to assimilate. 
They do not read the Hebrew press or watch 
Hebrew television. For example, a recent poll 
showed that a substantial number of Russian 
immigrants had no idea who all the candi- 
dates were who were running in the election. 

The only way to reach this group is either 
through their leaders or by appearing on 
Russian television, which Israeli Russians 
watch via satellite from Russia. 

And so in a campaign effort to reach out to 
Russian voters. Netanyahu and his Foreign 


Minister Ariel Sbaraa made, between them- 
selves, three separate trips to Russia in recent 
months. Since most Israeli Russians emigrat- 
ed during and after the break-up of the Soviet 
Union, they not only do not harbour ill will 
toward their mother country, they have strong 
attachments toil Therefore positive overtures 
made by an Israeli leads - toward tiie Russian 
government and rice versa are viewed 
favourable by this constituency. 

What has complicated Netanyahu s cam- 
paign ploy was that his government's visits to 
cozy up to Russia's leaders and send a mes- 
sage back to Russian voters in Israel came 
dining a paiod when two international events 
conflicted with this effort. On the one hand, 
NATO has attacked a Russian ally, Serbia, 
and on the other band, the United Stares is in 
die midst of considering whether or not to 
enforce sanctions against Russia for alleged- 
ly selling militar y technology to Iran (as is 
required by legislation that passed Congress 
with strong pressure from the Israeli lobby, 
against the wishes of the Qmtoo 
Administration). 

And so, being the crass and manipulative 
politician that Ire is the Netanyahu cam- 
paign’s visit to Russia served to undercut both 
his ally, tire U.S. Administration, and his 
lobby in Washington. 

According to Israeli press accounts. 
Netanyahu promised the Russian Prime 
Minister that he would work against sanc- 
tions. This, according to one account, was 
apparently enough to win Netanyahu the 
praise of his Russian counterpart. WhOe 
lunching with Netanyahu in Moscow, Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov was repealed to 
hove said, “I don't reaDy want to interfere in 
Israeli politics, but if I were an Israeli citizen. 
I'd vote for Mr. Netanyahu in these coming 
elections”. 

. Sure enough, immediately upon returning 
to farad Netanyahu urged the IMF to 
approve a $4.8 billion loan to Russia. He also 
reportedly told the pro-Israel lobby to ease off 
Russia, causing some confusion, since it was 
a cordoned Israei-IsraeU lobby campaign 
that saddled the United States with its bizaire 
sanction's policy in tire first place. 

The way that Netanyahu's government 
handled the NATO war on Serbia, so as to 
avoid alienating the Russians, has been even 
more irritating to tire United States. In this 
effort. Foreign Minister Sharon has been 
serving as the pointman for his government. 


While the Prime Minister has offered luke- 
warm support for the NATO offensive, 
Sharon has been outspoken and highly criti- 
cal. His comments have been so bteathnk- 
ingfy oiKt^bniaijc they deserve to be quoted: 
“It's wrong far farad to provide legitimacy to 
tins forceful sort of intervention which the 
NATO countries are deptoying, ted by the 
United States, in an attempt to impose a solu- 
tion on regional disputes. The moment Israel 
expresses support for the sot of model of 
action we’re seeing in Kosovo, it’s likelymbe 
foe next victim-.. Imagine that oik day Arabs 
in tire Galilee demand that tire region in 
which they live be recognised as an 
autonomous area, connected to the 
Palestinian Autbority-JBmtal intervention- 
ism must not be legitimised as a way to try to 
impose a solution in regional conflicts.” 
(This, of couree, a shocking observation from 
tie man who engineered tire banal Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982!) Sharon con- 
tinued, ‘Tar from easing tire conflict, tire 
Amer^bonibaidiDenishavecaisedsiifiCT- 
ing and sent tens of thousands of refugees 
fleeing.” Sharon also made commen ts wan- 
ing that should Kosovo win independence it 
might become part of “a greater Albania drat 
will turn inio a cenue of Islamic teirorism in 
Europe™ If a big block of Muslim countries 
develops in this area, this could be the of 
Islamic temorism and the seed for this already 
exists there. This might lead to usability.” It 
was reported in the Russian press that 
Sharon's comments woe well received by 
that government. 

Sham has now become a frequent flyer- to 
Russia, three visits in five moots. Of cotnse. 
each visit is explained as a poBcy meeting to 
deal with some pressing natter, but the real 


hotxrurthe^V^Menxxandum^ which the 


and Sharon's support for Russian objections 
to the Serbian campaign, the Clinton 
Adnrirastration Came quite close to doing 
what in 1992 it said it never would do: pub- 
licly criticise farad. 

In recent months tire United States has 


each visit brings home to Israel and to Israel's 
Russian voters. 

Sharon mate the intentions of his govern- 
ment perfectly dear last weekin an interview 
with tire New York Time's Wilfiam Satire 
when he noted. The key to next month's 
ejection is the Russian Israelis. Two-thirds of 
(he Russian Israelis are for Bibi now. If I can 
get that up over 70 per cent, that's it” 

The Omtrai Administration used a visit by 
Sharon to Washington md a visit by Assistant 
Secretary of State Martin bdyk to Israel to 
make public its criticism of these Israeli 
ploys. 

Obviously suing both by farad's refusal to 


bunting not only referring to thera as^obstd- 
des to peace”, hut as ‘'aaompiicatiiig factor" 
A few weeks ago, a State Deportment 
Spokesperson went ere a farther caffing set- 
tlements a “dangerous obstacle to peace". 

When Sharon tret with Albright last week, 
tire post meeting b riefing described a less 
than friendly reception. The State 
Department spokesperson focused on tire 
US. criticism of Israeli settlement activity 
noting dial the United States was "particular- 
ly coreanoT because such activity “makes it 
very difficult to pursue peace”. He noted: 
“Ws also made dear that we're opposed to 
unilaieial acts by farad, induding and espe- 
cially settlement activity. Specifically, we're 
concmied about an accelerated pattern of 
Israeli actions on the ground since Wye 
'which have become clearer in recent 
months.'' 

In an effort to further accent their complaint 
with Israel on this matter, the U.S. apparently 
made evidence it had derived from satellite 
observations available id the Israeli press. 

On tire NATO-Rnssian matter, the Israeli 
press headlined tire story 'Tndyk attacks 
Sharon in meeting with Netanyahu, U-S. 
diplomat: Foreign policy is about elections" 
The story went on to describe Martin Indyk 
as “bighiy critical” of Sharon's new Russia 
policy and "indicated that he did not believe 
Sharon was acting oa his own with tins new 
policy". Another press account referred to 
Secretary Albright as “furious" with Sharon's 
comments. 

And so, in tire end, both cynical and raanip- 
ulative Likud efforts to win increased support 
for the May 17 elections ran afoul of the 
United States. These developments raise two 
interesting questions. If in orris - to win over 
public cpmoa and win an election a Likud 
government must turn against tire United 
Stales and violate agreements die United 
States and land have signed together, what 
does ttat say abort tire so-called ^Special rela- 
tionship"? And on what foundation is that 
“special relationship'’ based? 
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Morality? You must be joking 


By John PUger 

'THE STRUGGLE of people against power,’ 
wrote Milan Kundera, ‘is the struggle of memo- 
ry against forgetting.’ The idea that the NATO 
bombing has to do with ‘moral purpose' (Blair) 
and 'principles of humanity we bold sacred' 
(Clinton) insults both memory and intelligence. 
The American attack on Yugoslavia began more 
than a decade ago when tire World Bank and the 
Internationa] Monetary Fund set about destroy- 
ing the multi-ethnic federation with lethal doses 
of debt, “market reforms' and imposed poverty. 

Millions of jobs were eliminated: in 1989 
alone, 600.000 workers, almost a quarter of the 
workforce, were sacked without severance pay. 
But the most critical ‘reform’ was the ending of 
economic support to the six constituent republics 
and their recolooisution by Western capital. 
Germany led the way. supporting tire breakaway 
of Croatia, its new economic colony, with the 
European Community giving silent approval, 
The torch of fratricide had been lit and the rise of 
an opportunist tike Milosevic was inevitable. 

In spite of his part in the blood-letting of 
Bosnia. Milosevic, the ‘reformer', became a 
favourite among senior figures in the U.S. State 
Department And in return for hfaro-operatioam 
tire American partition of Bosnia at Dayton in 
1995, he was assured that the troublesome 
province of -Kosovo was his to keep. “President 
Milosevic." said Richard Holbrooke, the U.S. 
envoy, “is a man we can do business with, a man 
who recognises the realities of life in former 
Yugoslavia." The Kosovo Liberation Army was 
dismissed by Secretary of Slate Madeleine 
Albright as “no more than terrorists.'’ Last 
October, the Americans drafted a ‘peare plan’ for 
Kosovo dial was pro- Serbia, giving the Kosovars 
far less autonomy and freedom than they had 


under (Ik old Yugoslav federation. 

But this deal included, crucially for the 
Americans, a NATO military presence. When 
Milosevic objected to having foreign troops on 
his soiL be was swiftly transfonried.'like Saddam 
Hussein, from client to demon. He was now seen 
as a threat to Washington's post-cold war strate- 
gy for the Balkans and Eastern Europe. With 
NATO replacing the United Nations as an instru- 
ment of American global control its 
‘Membership Action Plan' includes Ming 
Albania. Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia and 
Slovakia. Like Poland. Hungary and the Czech 
Republic before them, these impoverished coun- 
tries will be required to take partin a £22 billion 
weapons’ hiild-up. The beneficiaries wiD be the 
world's dominant arms industries of (be U.S. and 
Britain — the contract for fighter aircraft alone is 
worth £10 biifljoD. 

Like tire 1991 ‘moral crusade' in the Gulf, 
which slaughtered more than 200,000 people, 
including the very minorities the West claimed to 
be protecting, the terror bombing of Serbia and 
Kosovo provides a valuable laboratory for the 
Anglo-American aims business. Mostly unre- 
ported, the Americans are using a refined version 
of tire depleted uranium missile they tested in 
southern Iraq, where leukaemia among children 
and birth deformities have risen to match the lev- 
els after Hiroshima. The RAF is using the BL755 
‘multi-purpose’ duster bomb, which is not really 
a bomb at ail but an air-dropped land-mine: read’ 
ers will recall the Blair government’s ‘ban’ on 
land-mines. Dropped from the air, the BL755 
explodes into dozens of little mures, shaped liked 
spiders. These are scattered over a wide area and 
kill and maim people who step on [hem, children 
especially. 

Brituns new military-industrial-arms trade, 
which Margaret Thatcher built and the taxpayer 


subsidises through ‘soft loans’ to dictatorships, is 
central to the ‘Blair project.' Each time New 
Labour has sought to bring big business into the 
fold, arms companies or filter representatives 
have been at fire head of tire queue. A New 
Labour backs' is Raytheon, manufacturer of the 
Patriot missile and currently under contract to tire 
Ministry of Defence to build tanks. More aims 
contracts have been approved by the Blair gov- 
ernment than by the Tories; and two-thirds of 
arms exports go lo regimes with appalling human 
rights records — such as the dictatorship in 
Jakarta, which is currently deploying death 
squads in East Timor. 

Indeed, it is no exaggeration to say that British- 
supplied small arms have caused in East Timor 
the equivalent of tire Dunblane massacre many 
times over. Last year, tire Defence Secretary, 
George Robertson, intervened in a Courtaulds 
Aerospace (foal for armoured vehicles, beaded 
for Indonesia's Kopassus special forces whose 
commander, General Prabowo, he described (in a 
letter to Robin Cook) as ‘an enlightened officer, 
keen [on] human rights’. Kopassus is the Waflen 
SS-style force that spearheaded the invasion of 
East Timor, murdered five journalists and is 
responsible for the worst atrocities in the illegal- 
ly occupied territory. When Prabowo's father-in- 
law, the tyrant Suharto, was toppled from bis 
throne last year, tbe general was also sacked. 

The parallels with Kosovo and East Timor are 
striking. However, no bombs will fall on Jakarta. 
They might hit the local offices of British 
Aerospace (supplier of machine guns and Hawk 
fighter bombas) and the Defence Export Saks 
Organisation, the Blair government's official 
merchants of death who, as Thatcher used to say, 
‘are batting fir Britain.’ 

— The Guardian 


Letters to the editor 

Why the festival is important. 

BAGKTN-Swederi after a wonderful and breathtaking week- 
in Amman as guests at The Amman International Theatre 
Festival for Independent Groups we have beard about tbe 
attacks cm the festival and feel very strongly that it is our 
responsibility to make a statement and make our standpoint 
quite clean 

We have been working with Ml Nader Omran and The 
Fawanees Theatre Group for three years now. 

It has been work filial with difficulties, financial problems, 
alterations of plans, missing deadline after deadline, misun- 
derstandings etc. etc. 

Why are we so stubbornly doing this year after year? Is it 
because we are planning to impose our Swedish way of liv- 
ing and thinking on die artists and intellectuals of Jonjan?The 
answer is — NO! We are of course fighting all the problems 
mentioned above, because we think it is very important for us 
to participate in the festival, working with people who have 
become dose friends of ours, and meeting artists from almost 
the entire Arab world. Working together with artists like The 
Rum Group is important to us, as is exploring what we have 
in common and what differences there are. These meetings 
are important to us as artists. They allow us to be influenced, 
making it possible to bring back a little bit more knowledge 
every time we visit Jordan. These visits makes us able to fight 
tbe Eurocentric and sometimes anti-Islamic tendencies that is 
growing in our part of the world. 

We find it surprising that the Jordan Actors Association are 
taking part against an important theatre festival like the 
Amman International Theatre Festival. We think the festival 
should get support from every individual and that Jordanians 
should be very proud of the efforts being made to make the 
festival possible. 

AO of us want to thank Mr. Nader Omran and The 
fawanees Theatre Group for making these encounters possi- 
ble. We want to express our gratitude to die people of Jordan 
who makes every visit memorable and. yes, indeed we want 
to come back and continue the wonderful work we have start- 
ed together. 

Leo CoUborg, 

Director, Backa Theatre 

Executive Member of The Sw edish Actors Union 

Gothenburg 

Sweden 

The challenge of tomorrow 

AS WE move towards the 21st century, the challenge for edu- 
cators and tte global educational systems is daunting ind ee d . 
The challenge of the next millennium will not only be how to 
el i minate the “millennium bug", or how to advance a new kind 
of teaching; most importantly, the challenge will be to focus on 
how to eli mina te human suffering and ethnic hatred by teaciting 
most effectively present and future generations tolerance, mul- 
ticultural coexistence and respect for religious and cultural dif- 
ferences. 

Technological advances have dramatically changed our daily 
lives, to the better they say, yet evil forces seem to rule the minds 
and hearts of certain humans and politic ians who favour the 
brutal policies of ethnic tyranny and forceful up-rooting of civil- 
ian life. Tbe obsession with power and control over territories 
has left no room for any decency or regard for human dignity 
andmfwmtv TV ItnenunmnfliMiK « — -- - « — hTi. - " . 


umuanny am me most recent example of how 
TOira c haired and chauvinism can turn into a dangerous militar y 
gamble resulting in a human tragedy of enormous magnitude. 

all fiiis is overand the maps are eventually re-drawn, only 
the suffering and bitter memories will remain, and enough 
hatred to last for many future decades. Howto heal the human 
race is the challeoge of today and txmKxrow. 


Rmniana M. Nuaabeh 
Amman 
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What lessons the Middle East should learn from the Asian crisis 


By John Manser 

EVENTS HAVE demonstrated conclu- 
sively that the globalisation of financial 
markets is now a reality, and sliare prices 
in London and New York have fluctuated 
on a daily basis due to decisions taken on 
the other side of the world. Countries 
which have prudent monetary and fiscal 
policies have continued to thrive. 

A number of important lessons aboui 
the way in which the global financial mar- 
ket operates can be learned from the 
Asian crisis. These are of relevance to 
countries in the Middle East. Let met 
begin therefore by rehearsing the main 
sequence of events in Asia. 

What began in 1997 as a relatively 
minor problem of currency over-valua- 
tion and imprudent bank lending in a 
handful of South East Asian countries 
rapidly developed by mid- 1 997 into a cri- 
sis of confidence in the Asian growth 
model. Belatedly, investors began to 
realise that high rates of economic growth 
and investment were not being reflected 
in increase in corporate profitability. 

Over-investment in unproductive 
assets, excessive government ties to 
industry and implicit government guaran- 
tees of bank loans to Industry came grad- 
ually to be seen as symptoms not of an 
"Asian miracle" but of an “Asian dis- 
ease." In the second half of the year, a 
round of competitive devaluations was set 
in train which dramatically weakened 
countries’ external position. 

In particular, the devaluations increased 
the debt burden for a number of countries 
which had built up substantial short-term 
foreign currency debts which exceeded 


foreign exchange reserves. This led to 
emergency rises in interest rates and fur- 
ther declines in stock markets. 

The crisis eventually resulted in debt 
rescheduling and IMF programmes for 
Indonesia. Korea and Thailand. Initially, 
foreign bank lenders and investors with- 
drew funds from Asia but continued to 
make them available to other emerging 
market countries. In fact, in early October, 
several emerging market stock market 
indices in Eastern Europe and Latin 
America hit all rime highs. 

During October, however, the Asian cri- 
sis spread to Hong Kong, culminating in a 
full blown attack on rite currency and 
emergency rise in interest rates. Although 
the Hong Kong-U.S. dollar peg held, the 
stock and property markets in Hong Kong 
went into rapid decline. At the same time, 
investors and bank lenders — faced with 
the possibility of unrecoverable losses on 
their Asian exposures, began to retreat 
from other emerging markets where risk 
was perceived to be high. Russia was and 
continues ro be particularly badly affect- 
ed 

By the beginning of 199S. as econo- 
mists began to forecast outright recession 
in much of Asia, the ripple effect spread to 
developed markets. Stocks in the U.S. and 
Europe with exposure to Asia began to 
underperform. Commodity prices weak- 
ened, particularly in oil and metals. Loan 
defaults in other Asian countries dealt a 
blow to Japan’s already weak banking 
system and led to a run on the yen. The 
U.S. government had for the first time in 
the current administration to intervene in 
the currency market in support of the yen. 

The Asian crisis therefore dearly 


demonstrates that the global financial 
market is a reality which all of us must 
accept. Yet, amidst the turmoil, the Mid- 
dle East has remained a haven of calm in 
a stormy sea along with Europe and the 
U.S. 

Middle East equity markets have out- 
performed those in other regions by a 
considerable margin. Since the start of 
1997 an equally weighted portfolio 
invested in the main index stocks in the 
Middle East has recorded as U.S. dollar 
return excluding dividends of 3.8 percent. 
This compares with falls of over 20 per 
cent in Latin America. Eastern Europe 
and Asia, and a decline in the region over 
40 per cent from their peak a year ago 

Part of the explanation for this ouiper- 
formance is (hat Middle Eastern curren- 
cies have remained largely unaffected by 
Asia. An equally weighted portfolio of 
Middle Eastern currencies has retained 
almost all of its value versus the U.S. dol- 
lar over the last 1 8 months, whilst portfo- 
lios of Asian, Eastern European and Latin 
American currencies have all recorded 
significant losses. Finally, interest rates, so 
volatile elsewhere in the emerging world, 
have remained largely stable in (he Mid- 
dle Ease 

Is the Middle East different and will it 
continue to be different in the future? The 
answer to the fust question is clear. First- 
ly, despite substantial economic reform 
and liberalisation, the Middle East 
remains less integrated in the global trade 
and financial market system than any 
other region except Sub-Saharan Africa 
excluding South Africa. Secondly, macro- 
economic fundamentals are steadily 
improving in die Middle East. 


The Middle East remains less open to 
trade than other emerging market regions. 
The sum of exports and imports as a per- 
centage of GDP is significantly lower 
than in Asia. There is therefore generally 
less potential for trade shocks to desta- 
bilise the Middle East The main excep- 
tion is of course for those countries 
exporting oil. The weaker oil price has 
already led to shortfalls in budget rev- 
enues in Oman and Saudi Arabia and this 
has had an impact on the stock markets in 
both countries. To some extent, however, 
this effect is offset by lower prices of 
imported manufactured goods. 

Crucially, the Middle East is much less 
reliant than other regions on inflows of 
foreign capital to finance investment In 
1996 net inflows of foreign capital to the 
Middle East averaged three per cent of 
GDP. This was well below (he levels seen 
in Asia and Latin America Again, this rel- 
ative self-reliance makes the region less* 
vulnerable now that foreigners are with- 
drawing capital from emerging markets. 

Finally, three points. First macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals are improving rapid- 
ly in the Middle East as they deteriorate 
elsewhere. Secondly, financial sector lib- 
eralisation is at a much earlier phase than 
in Asia or Latin America and finally, 
there has been little of the speculative 
lending seen in Asia 

Most of the countries of the Middle East 
have moved to cut budget deficits and 
control the money supply. As a result 
inflation is generally low and they have 
been rebuilding foreign exchange 
reserves rapidly while reserves have 
peaked and are now falling in Asia 

Looking ahead, it is unlikely that the 


‘...in many 
respects it is better 
to be a tortoise 
than a hare’ 

Middle East will continue to be insulated 
from the global financial market Nor 
should it wish to be. For most of history', 
openness to international trade and invest- 
ment flows has been a positive force for 
economic growth and improvements in 
living standards. It will continue to be so 
in the future. 

A major lesson, however, should be 
learned from the Asian crisis, which coun- 
tries of the Middle East would do well to 
observe. It is that in the global financial 
market large inflows of foreign capital 
into small countries whose financial sys- 
tems are not adequately developed and 
regulated can ultimately prove destruc- 
tive. 

Such financial systems will not tend to 
price risk properly, particularly where 
banks feel that governments and ultimate- 
ly taxpayers offer an implicit guarantee of 
a bail-out Precious resources will tend to 
be misallocated and yet must still be 
repaid should macro- fundamentals deteri- 
orate. 

Countries should therefore avoid liber- 


alising access to foreign finance alieud of 
putting their domestic house in order. In 
particular, they must seek to deepen 
domestic financial markets by developing 
an institutional investor base which can 
act as a counter-balance to foreign capital 
flows in time of international pressure. 
This will take lime, but as Asia has 
shown, in many respects it is better to be 
a tortoise titan a hare. 

Governments should place a premium 
on attracting foreign direct investment 
and portfolio equity investment in w hich 
foreigners share risk. This involves devel- 
oping an attractive regulatory and tax 
environment for foreign equity invest- 
ment. 

Governments should avoid accumulat- 
ing debt, and in particular short-term debt 
wliich is not related to underlying trade 
finance. In no circumstances should short- 
term debt exceed foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Central banks must monitor the domes- 
tic bunking system carefully and in partic- 
ular police currency mismatching of 
asset* and liabilities and concentrations in 
exposure. Both of these were important 
factors underlying the Asian crisis. 

If the Middle "East cun proceed cau- 
tiously along this road, using tv its advan- 
tage its traditional conservatism, I remain 
convinced that (he global financial market 
will work to its benefit. 

The writer is Chairman of Flemings, an 
independent British merchant bank. The 
article is based on a presentation given to 
the London World Financial Centre* earli- 
er this year. 

— Ectvwmic Rcscardt Fonim 


King begins ‘historic 9 
visit to Syria today 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We want to discuss ways 
to strengthen our trade rela- 
tions, and at the same time 
remove obstacles to trade 
exchange," one official 
said. 

Figures show that trade 
between Jordan and Syria 
has slumped, with Jordan’s 
imports last year falling to 
a quarter of the JD99 mil- 
lion level recorded in 1996. 

Water, however, is 
expected to top the talks. 

“We have several issues 
to be discussed with our 
Syrian counterparts regard- 
ing water shares, dams and 
water quality.” said another 
official. 

A water expen said Syria 
has built some 26 dams on 
the Yarraouk River and it 
has also expanded use of 
the spring waters that feed 


the river, especially in sum- 
mer. 

“It is not certain that the 
Maqarin dam. renamed in 
1986 to A1 Wihdah dam, is 
feasible in light of the 
increased Syrian water 
activities in its catchment,” 
said the expert, who asked 
not to be named. 

“Another understanding 
is necessary to stabilise the 
summer flow from the 
Yannouk to Jordan,” the 
expert noted, adding, “it is 
to put a ceiling on the Syri- 
an usage of springs and 
ground water, and to limit 
the uses from the river until 
after a dam is built on it." 

Such an understanding, 
along with possible Syrian 
releases from their dams 
for Jordan's benefit in .the 
summer, will undoubtedly 
boost the ability of Jordan 
to provide drinking water 


to its population, the expert 
noted. 

An issue that officials say 
they don't expect to be 
raised during the visit is 
that of Jordanian prisoners 
in Syrian jails. 

“The issue needs to be 
discussed in detail," said 
the official. *Therefore. 
we'll keep it for the higher 
committee to tackle." 

Officials say that about 
700 Jordanians have been 
detained in Syria for years 
without charge. 

Jordanian-Turkish mili- 
tary cooperation has creat- 
ed another point of con- 
tention between the two 
neighbours. 

Many Arab countries see 
Amman being drawn into a 
three-way military pact 
with Ankara and Tel Aviv 
which would leave Damas- 
cus isolated and vulnera- 


ble. 

“The importance of 
building warm and closer 
ties with Turkey will also 
be discussed during the 
King's two-day visit,” said 
Lawzi. 

Jordan has defended 
cooperation with Turkey, 
including joint army and 
air force training, saying 
that it poses no threat to 
Syria. 

“Turkey has relations 
with many other Arab 
countries... It is an impor- 
tant regional party," Khatib 
said. “We will continue to 
enjoy these relations with 
Turkey.” 

King Abdullah’s visit to 
Syria comes after an Arab 
tour that has included 
Egypt, the Gulf states and 
Libya, where he also held 
talks with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 


Serb, Albanian troops 
exchange border fire 


(Continued from page 11 

Blair issued the clearest 
signal yet from any NATO 
leader that the alliance is 
gearing up to put ground 
troops into Kosovo. 

Blair insisted that Milo- 
sevic would not be 
allowed a veto on any 
action the alliance decided 
was necessary to meet its 
key objective of ensuring 
the hundreds of thousands 
of refugees driven out of 
Kosovo were allowed to 
return home. 

But he said NATO could 
do little for the refugees it 
says are stranded in Koso- 
vo’s wooded hills and val- 
leys except to press on 
with its air war until Milo- 
sevic backed down. 

“We’re deeply worried 
about the people inside 
Kosovo. The only chance 
they have got, however, is 
[for us] to make our cam- 
paign successful. There is 
literally nothing more that 
they need than making 
sure that our campaign is 
successful." 

A huge column of Koso- 
vo refugees was said by 
international aid workers 
to have gone missing on 
the way to Albania, raising 
fears for their safety at the 
hands of Yugoslav security 
forces. 

. Aid agencies said there 
was no sign of more than 
100,000 people who had 
been spotted by other 
refugees queuing up near 


the Albanian border on 
Saturday, mostly on foot. 
Only about 100 refugees 
arrived in Albania on 
Monday. 

The U.N. refugee 
agency. UNHCR, suggest- 
ed in Geneva that the miss- 
ing refugees had been 
forced onto side roads by 
Yugoslav forces and were 
still being held there. 

Allied military comman- 
ders have said air-dropping 
food and aid to those living 
in the open would pose too 
great a risk to NATO 
pilots, although France has 
said it intends to try. 

Meanwhile, reports of 
Serb atrocities against eth- 
nic Albanians in Kosovo 
mounted on Tuesday. In 
London, British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook said 
a first batch of intelligence 
reports alleging Serb 
atrocities in Kosovo had 
been passed to the U.N. 
War Crimes Tribunal in 
The Hague. 

Cook said a second 
dossier was currently 
being drawn up providing 
evidence of mass murder, 
“ethnic cleansing” and 
systematic rape (see story 
on page 5). 

NATO said it had ‘’reli- 
able” reports that Serb 
forces in Kosovo were 
using captured Albanian 
boys as young as 14 as 
“biood banks” for their 
injured troops. 

NATO also said Serb 
forces were carrying out 


“ethnic cleansing" opera- 
tions in Montenegro, 
which makes up the feder- 
al Yugoslavia with Serbia 
and has so far kept out of 
the conflict between 
NATO and Belgrade. 

NATO spokesman Jamie 
Shea said villages close to 
the border with Kosovo 
had been attacked in recent 
days. ‘This is something 
new and very distressing,” 
he said. 

The official Yugoslav 
Tanjug news agency said 
at least one person was 
killed and 11 people were 
wounded in NATO attacks 
on a cigarette factory and 
other industrial targets in 
Nis. the Balkan country’s 
third biggest city, 
overnight. Ten houses 
were also destroyed and 
the same number dam- 
aged, it added. 

NATO said it had, for the 
first time, destroyed a sup- 
port site for Yugoslav 
“Frog” surface-to-surface 
missiles, which have a 
range of 65 kilometres. 

Albanian television 
reported that the first of 24 
U.S. Apache helicopters 
arrived in Albania on 
Tuesday to boost NATO’s 
firepower against ground 
forces. U.S. officials have 
said the helicopters will 
take a week to start opera- 
tions. 

International aid offi- 
cials, struggling to cope 
with the influx of refugees, 
hailed as a breakthrough 


on Tuesday a decision by 
Macedonia to drop its 
opposition to the building 
of a big new refugee camp. 

Ron Redmond, UNHCR 
spokesman in Macedonia 
said construction bad 
already begun. “We are 
extremely relieved. It 
gives us a bit of light at the 
end of the tunnel.” he told 
Reuters. 

In Belgrade, thousands 
of Serbs turned up to pray 
for peace at a service led 
by the head of the Russian 
Orthodox church, Patri- 
arch AJexiy II. 

After meeting the patri- 
arch, Milosevic said be 
saw a key role for Russia 
and the Russian Orthodox 
Church in ending the 
NATO bombing. 

The patriarch accused 
NATO of trying to impose 
on Yugoslavia an order 
“based on. the dictates of 
brute force.” 

“We are wimess to ille- 
gality backed by certain 
powerful and rich coun- 
tries which consider they 
can judge good and evil, 
which trample upon the 
desires of people who 
want to live differently,” 
he said. 

Romania's defence 
chiefs gave their approval 
Tuesday for NATO to use 
the country’s airspace to 
mount bombing raids on 
Yugoslavia A similar 
request has been addressed 
to Bulgaria 


Bangladesh girls sold to misery 


By Shakespeare Shil 

Reuters 


WHEN JAHANARA was asked by 
her newly wed husband to go to 
Pakistan almost two years ago, she 
readily agreed. 

He tola Jahanara there would be 
better jobs for them there, that they 
would leave behind the grinding 
poverty of Bangladesh. He even 
knew a friend in Karachi who 
could put them up. 

Two days after the couple arrived 
in the bustling port city, Jahanara 
discovered she had been sold to the 
“friend" by her husband, who 
turned out to be trafficking women 
regularly. 

She and five other Bangladeshi 
girls were imprisoned in his house, 
raped frequently by their new 
“owner" who also hired them out at 
parties at the house for wealthy 
foreigners. 

After a few months, Jahanara 
began a noisy fight with the other 
girls in a bid to escape. That drew 
the attention of the neighbours, 
who called the police. 

Jahanara, now 25, was repatriated 
to her mother’s home in 
Bangladesh and has been mentally 
ill since her harrowing ordeal. 

Bangladeshi rights groups say 
most of the 10,0u0 girls taken to 
India. Pakistan and the Middle East 
by traffickers every year are not as 
lucky as Jahanara/ 

They say about 500,000 
Bangladeshi girls smuggled out in 
the past decade are now languish- 
ing in foreign brothels or jails. 

Traffickers sell the women to 
prostitution rings or to households 
as bonded labour. Children are usu- 
ally sold to organisers of camel 
races as jockeys or into rings of 
beggars. 

Traffickers thrive on the poor and 
vulnerable, luring women or their 
gullible guardians by promises of 
better jobs and marriages. Some- 
times they resort to kidnapping. 

“Local agents of international 
trafficking networks... pick on 
young women and children 
divorced or deserted by their 
polygamous husbands or parents, 
.displaced from rural homes by 
poverty or natural calamities,” said 
Sigma Huda, head of Bangladesh’s 
Coalition Against Trafficking in 
Women. 

Prices for girls varied from hun- 
dreds to thousands of dollars, 
depending on age, beauty, educa- 
tion and even family background. 
Prices for children were based on 
physical fitness. 



Young girls rescued while being smuggled out of Bangladesh 
by traffickers prepare to cook at a safe home in Dhaka (Reuters 
photo) 


“Smugglers use all routes,” said 
Salma Ali, executive director of 
the Bangladesh National Women 
Lawyers Association, which gives 
legal aid to the victims. 

Bangladesh's 4,200-km border 
with India is easily breached. 

Zohora was 11 when she was 
taken to the home of her step-sis- 
ter's husband, an Islamic holy man. 
He had said she needed to see a 
witch doctor because a jinn, or 
spirit, had put a curse on her. 

“But (he) sexually abused 
me. ..then proclaimed tnat I have 
been married to him by a jinn. He 
took me to India on promises of a 
pilgrimage,’' Zohora, now 14, told 
Reuters. 

In the eastern Indian state of West 
Bengal, he confined her to a house, 
raped and beat her every night. 

With the help of a local shop- 
keeper. she escaped and fled back 
to her father’s home, only to find 
the influential holy man had forced 
her family to leave the village. 

Destitute and heartbroken, she 
went to her tormentor's home in 
central Bangladesh. “He returned 
home and beat me up mercilessly," 
Zohora said. 

With help from her 18-year-old 
step-sister, who was the 19th girl 
the holy man had married, she tied 
to the southern city of Khulna and 
began working as a maid servant. 

when he rushed to Khulna to 
bring her home. Zohora's employer 
sent her for protection to a local 
jail. Two weeks later, a court sent 
her to a shelter in Dhaka, where 


she now stays. 

“He has ruined my life, my sis- 
ter’s life and the fives of many 
girls of our village and locality. I 
want him hanged, the soft-spoken 
girl said, breaking down in tears. 

Trafficking, forced prostitution 
and repression of women and chil- 
dren can be punished by life 
imprisonment or the death penalty 
in Bangladesh. But poor enforce- 
ment, bungled police investiga- 
tions and lack or evidence means 
they seldom are. 

Only two traffickers are reported 
to have been punished with life 
imprisonment in Bangladesh, 
lawyers sav. 

A top police official said the gov- 
ernment planned to form a 750- 
member special force to combat 
crimes against women and chil- 
dren. 

Once taken out of Bangladesh, 
the women and children are com- 
pletely helpless. In Pakistan, they 
can be arrested and charged with 
both illegal entry into the” country 
and jinafi. or sex outside marriage 
— both of which can be punished 
by death, 

“Many Bangladesh girls are in 
Pakistan jails standing trial on 
charges of jinah and illegal entry Lo 
the country,” said Ati. of the 
Bangladesh" National Women 
Lawyers' Association. 

“Back home, the girls fear report- 
ing their abuses in a hostile society 
that blames the victims for their 
sufferings and often sanctions vio- 
lence on them.” 


Israel agrees to provide Jordan 
with full water share — officials 


(Continued from page 1) 

As part of the govern- 
ment's efforts to cope with 
problem, a USAID-backed 
crisis manager will arrive 
here in May to coordinate 
with the government in 
implementing the contin- 
gency programme. 

However, the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation, which 


revealed that among the 
510mcm of water pumped 
from private and public 
wells, only 275mcm are 
taken within safe parame- 
ters. did not declare its 
measures to cope with such 
depletion or plans w effec- 
tively promote public 
awareness on water conser- 
vation. 

The capital, home to 


almost half of the King- 
dom's population of 4.6 
million, has had to bear a 
water rationing regime 
almost every summer for 
the last 10 years. 

Jordan's population- is 
expected to increase from 
5.3 million in 2000 to more 
than eight million by 2020" 
— a factor which will 
severely strain the coun- 


try's water resources. The 
Kingdom’s current water 
resources only amount lo 
960mcm a year. The water 
deficit, projected to grow to 
250mcm by 2010 from 
220mcm in 1995, is being 
covered through the use of 
groundwater resources, 
some non-renewable, at 
over 200 per cent of their 
safe yields. 
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IMF maintains global forecast 
of 2.3% growth despite risks 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The IMF warned on Tues- 
day of risks of new global 
shocks and protectionism to 
the world economy main- 
tained its forecast of 2.3 per 
cent economic growth this 
year, unchanged from its 
December prediction. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund’s (IMF’s) six- 
monthly World Economic 
Outlook report said that 
“the balance of risks 
remains od the downside" 
and that “several hurdles 
could prevent” world 
growth recovering to 3.4 
per cent in 2000 as forecast, 
after falling from 2.5 per 
cent in 1998. 

It warned in particular 
that rising global trade 
imbalances caused by 
emerging market crises and 
the “uneven pattern of 
growth" between the Unit- 
ed States, the euro area and 
Japan could “give rise to 
destabilising movements in 
exchange rates and may 
also increase protectionist 
pressures." 

IMF chief economist 
Michael Mussa told a press 
conference that the outlook 
for this year had improved 
in the past few months, 
with signs of stronger U.S. 
growth and a better than 
expected recovery in some 
Asian countries. 

“I would rate the balance 
of risk ... for 1999 as essen- 
tially even." Mussa said, “a 
considerable change from 
last December and particu- 
larly from last October 
when we saw the balance of 
risks rather on the down- 
side." 

But for 2000. he said, the 


risks are g rearer of not 
achieving the forecast 3.4 
per cent growth. 

The IMF report highlight- 
ed the danger of further 
financial market turbulence 
and contagion because of 
heightened perception of, 
and aversion to, risk in 
financial markets. 

Policymakers “not only 
need to be ready to attend to 
new emergencies, but also 
should focus on policies 
required to sustain growth” 
if the global economy is not 
to sink further in its fourth 
economic slowdown in 25 
years, the report said. 

The outlook for Brazil 
and Japan is far worse than 
in December, the IMF said. 

The Brazilian economy is 
now forecast to shrink by 
3.8 per cent this year, com- 
pared with a 1.6 per cent 
decline forecast in Decem- 
ber, while the Japanese 
economy is seen shrinking 
1 .4 per cent, rather than 0.5. 

But this will be offset by 
much higher than previous- 
ly forecast 3.3 per cent 
growth in the United States, 
almost double the growth 
of 1.8 per cent forecast in 
December. 

The United States is the 
only major industrial coun- 
try, apart from Canada, 
whose growth has been 
revised upwards, leaving it 
the chief engine of growth 
in the Group of Seven this 
year, although that role is 
seen being taken over by 
France and Germany in 
2000 . . 

If the U.S. economy were 
to slow significantly, which 
seems “both likely and 
desirable at a relatively 


early stage.” the European 
Union could be the only 
region able to "help the rest 
of the world avert a further 
broadening and deepening 
of the current slowdown," 
the report said. 

And the IMF warned that 
growth prospect in the 
European Union were also 
shaky, with a risk that 
unless reform is speeded up 
slower growth could be 
exacerbated by still higher 
unemployment 

The Brazilian crisis has 
“imparted a new contrac- 
tionary impulse to the 
world economy," and 
fragilities in the financial 
sector of several emerging 
market economies, includ- 
ing China “add to the risks 
of continued turbulence." 
the IMF warned. 

In addition, the conflict in 
the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia “will have 
severe effects on small 
neighbouring countries, 
and broader adverse conse- 
quences for other countries 
in south east Europe.” 

As for Japan, “resumption 
of self-sustaining growth is 
not yet in sight.” while the 
Russian economy is still 
struggling because of fail- 
ure to implement reforms. 

Crisis-hit Asian 

economies seem to be close 
to bottoming out, with 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Thailand 
now expected to see their 
economies shrink just 1.1 
per cent this year, a 0.1 per 
cent improvement from the 
December forecast, before 
returning to 3-0 per cent 
growth in 2000. 

But “this is unlikely to 


signal an early reversal of 
the global slowdown" as 
“new negative forces” hit 
the world economy in the 
form of continued fallout 
from the Brazilian and 
Russian crises and the 
effects of low commodity 
prices. 

And the IMF warned that 
a number of factors could 
upset its forecasts and bring 
a third phase of downturn 
to the world economy, 
extending recessionary 
trends into next year. 

It cited in particular the 
risk of a “significant cor- 
rection" of the U.S. stock 
market, which could see a 
faster than expected slow- 
down in the U.S. economy, 
continued weakening of 
growth in the euro area, 
prolonged recession in 
Japan and lack of improve- 
ment in emerging markets. 

“If these risks materialise, 
the global slowdown could 
widen and deepen in 1999 
and 2000, with recovery 
being delayed until 2001 at 
the earliest," the report 
warned. 

The report also said that 
while current exchange rate 
levels between major cur- 
rencies are “broadly appro- 
priate." the current align- 
ment “differs from what 
seems likely to be warrant- 
ed in the medium term.” 

And the IMF underlined 
the risks of pegged 

exchange rate systems, not- 
ing that “most of the cur- 
rency crises of the past two 
years have occurred in 
countries with pegged 

exchange rates." 


OECD: Agriculture trade, commodity 
prices to pick up over next five years 


PARIS (AFP) — World 
agriculture trade and 
commodity prices will 
pick themselves up out of 
their current rut over the 
next five years, provided 
crisis-hit countries recov- 
er and protectionism is 
resisted, the OECD said 
in its annual Agriculture 
Outlook report released 
on Tuesday. 

Commodity prices 
underwent a “dramatic 
decline" because of knee- 
jerk reactions to high 
prices of previous years, 
the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 
said, adding that for some 
agricultural products, 
prices are “at their lowest 
level since the early 
1950s." 

However, “if policy 
reform is not reversed and 
crisis-affected economies 
recover, the outlook is 
still for increasing trade 
and stronger world com- 
modity prices between 
1999 and 2004." 

The financial crisis 
which washed across part 
of Asia. Russia and Latin 
America means, though, 
that global demand and 
prices are “unlikely" to 
fully recover in that peri- 
od. 

Strongest growth is 
expected to be in the 
trade of meat and poultry 
over the next five years, 
followed by whole milk 
powder and cheese, then 
cereals. 

Exports of butter, skim 
milk powder and whey 
from the 29 OECD mem- 
ber countries are expected 
to drop slightly. 


While pan of the 
increase in trade comes 
from more market-orient- 
ed agricultural policies 
and negotiated world 
trade agreements on farm 
produce, “progress in 
reform has been uneven 
across countries and com- 
modities,” the OECD 
report said. 

“This is holding back 
improved market func- 
tioning of all agricultural 
markets.” it added. 

Protectionism and 
overzealous measures to 
protect food quality or the 


environment were seen as 
two of the biggest dan- 
gers to a fluid trade sys- 
tem. 

The OECD said that it 
was important that when 
regulations were intro- 
duced to handle food 
technologies or quality, 
they should be transpar- 
ent, in line with interna- 
tional norms and “imple- 
mented in such a way as 
to avoid unjustified dis- 
criminatory measures." 

That would appear to 
have implications for the 
European Union, in par- 


ticular, which is accused 
by the United States of 
barring imports of U.S. 
hormone-treated beef in 
contravention of World 
Trade Organisation rules. 
Another transatlantic row 
is also brewing over the 
import of genetically- 
modified crops. 

The OECD also pointed 
out that “there is a danger 
of increased use of export 
assistance programmes by 
the main exporting coun- 
tries and this can further 
depress world prices and 
distort trade." 


Embattled Balkan economy 
is in dire need of international support 


LONDON (AFP) — War in 
Kosovo has blighted the 
economy of the entire 
Balkans region, which will 
in mm require massive 
international assistance 
once peace is finally 
restored. European politi- 
cians and bankers said on 
Monday. 

“The conflict in Kosovo 
is of deep concern to us 
all." Hors Koehler, the head 
of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Devel- 
opment (EBRD) told its 
annual meeting here. 

He promised that the 
EBRD. which already 
finances numerous projects 
in the Balkans, "will sup- 
port international efforts to 


build long-term political 
and economic stability in 
the region.” 

The Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, currently cow- 
ering under the fourth week 
of NATO bombardment, is 
not one of the EBRD's 60 
members, unlike neigh- 
bouring Albania, Macedo- 
nia and Bosnia. 

These countries are strug- 
gling under the vast influx 
of refugees from Kosovo. 

Albania on Saturday 
asked the international 
community to supply $820 
million worth of aid to alle- 
viate the crippling effects of 
the Kosovo crisis. 

Hungarian Finance Min- 
ister Zsigismond Jarai said 


that the crisis had a “direct" 
impact in broken transport 
links and a decimated 
tourist industry and “indi- 
rect” effects including far 
higher borrowing costs. * 

Slovenia's Finance Min- 
ister Mitja Gaspari said that 
“the crisis in Kosovo will 
have an economic impact 
on the Balkans as a whole." 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair opened the 
annual meeting by flagging 
the bank's role in the recon- 
struction of the battered 
Balkan economy. 

“When the war is finally 
over, when the refugees are 
able to return, there will be 
a massive task of recon- 
struction in the Balkans and 


in that economic recon- 
struction we will look of 
course at the EBRD to play 
a prominent role,” said 
Blair. 

Meanwhile, the IMF said 
on Tuesday that the conflict 
in Yugoslavia will hamper 
the whole southern Euro- 
pean economy, but will 
have little effect on the U.S. 
or European economies. 

“The conflict in the Fed- 
eral Republic of Yugoslavia 
will have severe effects on 
small neighbouring coun- 
tries and broader adverse 
consequences for other 
countries in south east 
Europe," the IMF said in its 
twice-yearly World Eco- 
nomic Outlook report 


Events in Kosovo will 
have “very significant 
impacts" on the Albanian 
and Macedonian 

economies, and a less 
severe impact on other 
economies in the region. 
IMF chief economist 
Michael Mussa told a news 
conference. 

But “it will not be a sig- 
nificant factor*' in global 
economic growth or on the 
growth of the industrial 
economies in Europe or the 
United States, Mussa said. 

He said the crisis in Koso- 
vo had affected the value of 
the euro single currency 
recently, but that the bulk of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert WiBiams 


ACROSS 
1 Fountain orders 
6 Copycat 
10 Hightail it 
1*1 Ltelfcr port 

15 Yellow -billed 
rail 

16 Workplace 
injury grp. 

17 Mr. Ts oulll 

18 Talk*; base 

19 Western tribe 

20 Now 
Hampshire's 
state tree 

22 Long, deep cut 

23 Drag 
something 
heavy 

24 Spill the bear.s 
26 Involves 

31 Library patron 

35 But kayo State 

36 Lips 

3B Stage whisper 
35 Final 

40 Shoot from 
hiring 

42 Como short 

43 Spout crt 

45 Highland valley 

46 Andes autocrat 

47 Fame 

ug Wholeness 
5t Orderly 

53 Winter quarts rs 

54 Cultivated 

tf Vermont's state 
troo 

63 Change 
completely 

64 Fiddler on the 
beach' 5 

65 False name 

66 ’Othello* vHlari 

67 The thud man? 
56 War wagons? 

69 TV class* 

70 model 

71 Lauder of 
cosmetics 


DOWN 

1 Cabbage dish, 
briefly 

2 Solemn vow 

3 Three for Graf 

4 Med. school 
subj. 

5 Handel opera 



- 1 

J 


1 

1 

o 

T^— 

D 

■J 

■•1 





1> 




1/ 





(1 




J*3 











i£) 



■ 




It 


it 




V 

■ 

'«! 

35 




1 

v, 




■ 

3S 




13 




41 

« 





■ 

-b 




4/ 






■ 








V 

■ 

il 


14 

- 

L« 


i 

hf 


W) 







M 




1 





67 






_ 







TMSPu28os043Lcom 


By Gregory E. Paul 
ScotWete, PA 

6 Appointing 

7 Dispense 
liquids 

8 Standing 

9 Somewhat 

to Oregon's state 
tree 

11 Noras pooch 

12 Females 

13 Hodgepodge 
21 Aaron arid' 

Raymond 

25 Pa&twe in 
poetry 

26 fledden 

27 Midwest airport 

28 Seventh ■ 
Hebrew month 

29 Nebraska's 
siato true 

30 Grin 

32 Lane ot 

Hollywood 

33 Proclamaaon 

34 Switch activator 
37 Liquid, 

cashwise 

41 Computer 
command 
44 nock female 
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48 Winston Cup 
circuit 
50 Prisoner 
52 Charge* 
Slade r? 

54 Btoak 

55 Hind pad 

56 Furthest 
reaches 


58 Highlander 

59 Worrier's 

lament 

60 Quantity of 
boor 

61 Seneca or 
Huron 

62 In (in actual 
being) 


Peanuts 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 21, 1999 



Daily 


Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Government postpones implementing 
second phase of sales tax until next year 


** 


AS THE necessary preparations 
are not ready to implement the sec- 
ond phase of the sales tax. the gov- 
ernment has decided to postpone 
this stage until next year instead of 
1999, Finance Minister Michel 
Marto confirmed this week. Under 
the first phase, producers, manu- 
facturers and providers of services 
collect a 10 per cent tax on the 
value of local and imported goods 
as well as the charges on services 
from the consumers and transfer 
the amounts to the Department of 
Customs. 

The second phase of the sales lax. 


the rate of which is still not speci- 
fied, will be wider as it will 
include all selling points covering 
especially the wholesalers and 
retailers.’ 

Within this framework, it has 
been learnt that the Ministry of 
Finance started taking the neces- 
sary measures to separate the sales 
tax directorate from the 
Department of Customs in accor- 
dance with an earlier government 
decision. Consequently, an inde- 
pendent sales tax department will 
be set up to handle all issues relat- 
ed to the sales tax (A1 Aswaq). 


Industrial Estates Corporation boosts 
earnings by JDIm to JD5.3 m 


** THE INDUSTRIAL Estate 
Corporation earned JD5.3 million 
last year, JD1 million more than 
earnings recorded in 1997. The 
amount translated into JD3.8 mil- 
lion profit after various expendi- 
tures were taken into account. The 
corporation’s balance sheet 
showed that the value of capital 
projects under execution reached 
JD4.5 million compared to 
JD 160,000 at the end of 1997. The 
increase was a direct result of 
starting to implement the Karak 


Industrial Estate and the comple- 
tion of expanding the A1 Hassan 
Industrial Estate in Irbid. 

The balance sheet also showed 
that the corporation’s assets 
totalled JD40.1 million at the end 
of 1998 compared to JD36.9 mil- 
lion at the end of 1997. Noting that 
the capital remained unchanged at 
JD 1 2 million since 1 985. the 
shareholders equity totalled 
JD32.3 million, around JD3.7 mil- 
lion higher than the 1997 total (A1 
Ra’i). w 


Lebanese banks face tough year with weak economy 


BEIRUT XR) — Banque 
Audi has predicted a tough 
year for the banking sector, 
with little 1999 growth in 
the Lebanese economy as 
the government grapples 
with deep fiscal problems. 

In a briefing on the Beirut 
bank’s results in the first 
quarter of the year, officials 
emphasised that growth of 
its loan portfolio and assets 
had slowed sharply from 
the rates of recent years. 

Profits for the quarter 
were up 31.6 per cent on 
the same three months of 
1998 at 13.62 billion 
Lebanese pounds (S9.04 
million). But the bank had 
earned $37.5 million in all 
of last year, a rise of 21.5 
per cent over 1997 results. 

“We achieved in the first 
quarter the average of last 
year divided by four so we 
have much less expecta- 
tions for this year.” said 
Marc Audi, deputy general 
manager of the blue-blood- 
ed bank. 

Assets rose only two per 
cent in the first three 
months of the year, but 
more than the sector. Loans 
rose 1.3 per cent, reflecting 


its conservative credit poli- 
cy. At the same time the 
bank increased reserves to 
5.4 per cent of lota! loans 
from 5.07 per cent at the 
end of 1998. 

Non-interest income 
slipped to 18 per cent of 
total income from 19.7 in 
December because of slug- 
gish capital markets, where 
Audi is a major player, said 
Freddie Baz, chief strate- 
gist at the bank. 

“One should not expect 
important growth in the 
GDP (gross domestic prod- 
uct). Personally, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if it is a zero 
per cent growth rate (in 
1999), it may be one per 
cent. 1.5 per cent,” Baz 
told financial analysts. 

He said consumer price 
indices had shown defla- 
tion of as much as 1.5 per 
cent in the first quarter’ 
“material proof of the stag- 
nation/recession in the 
economy.” 

Baz said by the time 
Prime Minister Selim AJ 
Hoss’ budget is presented 
to parliament and approved 
it would affect only the 
second half of the year. The 


JTC needs JD340m of investments 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of transport, telecommunica- 
tions and post on Tuesday 
said the Jordan 
Telecommunications 
Company ( JTC) needs JD340 
million worth of investments 
to be able to provide high 


quality service. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence held at the ministry. 
Jamal Saraireh stressed the 
need for Arab and foreign 
investments in the telecom- 
munications sector to cope 
with the rapid developments 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The company you're 
expecting is someone you’re a Little tense around. Now, 
tension in an Aries is not a pretty sight. If you include 
humour in your arsenal, you're more likely to solve the 
problem, wind up with a fabulous party and also get 
your point across. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ro May 20) It might fed like 
you're in the middle of a ware zone this morning. 
You’re a natural peacemaker, so do that. You’re also the 
one who gets to clean up some of the messes that others 
create. Are you having a birthday party for 2-years-old, 
or what? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You w r ant to spend your 
money on a worthy cause. The problem is that you need 
to keep enough to cover your own expenses. Don't go 
on a crusade to save the homeless and then become one 
yourself. That would be counterproductive. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re strong this 
moming. although you may feel like you're fighting off 
a herd of dragons. You can ask an older person for 
money this afternoon. If you've done your homework, it 
should be pretty easy to get. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be careful to stay on 
schedule. There could be detours, especially if you're 
travelling. Take time this moming to finish up several 
things that have been nagging at you. Once these are out 
of the way, the rest of the day will be relatively easy. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Consult with a 
friend first thing this moming. You’ll get some excellent 
advice. You could also get a couple of ideas about how 
to save money. If you're investing money, take care. 
The friend who’s advising you against it is probably 
right. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your nerves will 
be on edge first thing this moming. Try to keep from 
getting into an argument with an older person or with 
your mate. You're supposed to be the peacekeeper, 
remember? This moming, that's going to be a real chal- 
lenge. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You're run- 
ning into all sorts of problems, but nothing seems to 
phase you. That's good, because there's a bigger prob- 
lem coming up this afternoon. Somebody wants to order 
you around. Obviously this person doesn't realise who 
vou are. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Pick 
up a manual for a technical gadget you’ve been trying to 
leam. If you take a little extra time with that today, 
you'll be in a stronger position later. You’ll also get 
work done quicklv so you’ll have more time to play. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) The only 
wav you’ll get a mess cleaned up this morning is by get- 
ting somebody to help. There are probably several peo- 
ple who would love to pay back a favouT you’ve done 
them. You go out of your way for other people all the 
time. How about letting one of them do the same back 
at vou. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Things are 
breaking down about as fast as you can fix them. Instead 
of trying to do everything, how about sharing the load? 
You’ll not only make your life easier, but you’ll help the 
other person become more competent. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It looks like you'll 
be accident-prone early in the day. You’re most likely to 
get in trouble by moving too quickly and not paying 
attention. The resulting breakage could be rather expen- 
sive. so just settle down. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


in this field. 

However, he said, the 
telecommunications sector is 
progressing well despite 
major challenges posed by 
ihe rapid advances in technol- 
ogy and (he tough competi- 
tion by telecommunication 
companies in the neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Saraireh said the JTC will 
continue to be the only 
provider for the regular tele- 
phone service until the year 
2003, when a licence for 
another company will be 
issued. 

On the mobile telephone 
service, Saraireh said die JTC 
hopes to provide this service 
before the end of this year, in 
addition to providing the 
Internet service through a 
company owned by the JTC. 

Referring to security feats 
resulting from using the latest 
telecommunication technolo- 
gy, Saraireh said such fears 
are unjustifiable at a time 
when satellites can monitor 
anything around i he clock, 
adding that the defence and 
telecommunication laws in 
the Kingdom do not allow for 
such fears. 

Reviewing the corpora- 
tion’s financial situation. 
Saraireh said the company is 
financial standing is solid, 
adding that the company’s 
expected to collect JD217 
million in revenues by the end 
of this year. 
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budget is to increase vari- 
ous taxes and curb spend- 
ing in order to hold the 
deficit below last year’s 43 
per cent of spending. 

Despite the gloomy out- 
look for banks after years 
of booming profits follow- 
ing the end of the 1975-90 
civil war, Baz said his bank 
was happy to face stagnant 
economic conditions in the 
short-term if it meant the 
government produced a 
more stable economic 
future for Lebanon. 

“We are optimistic for the 
medium-term because the 
challenges we are facing 
today are still short- 
term "Baz said. 

He added that the current 
economic situation was not 
important for the bank. **ln 
the trade-off between 
short-term growth and 
medium-term political and 
financial integrity, we are 
for the medium-term politi- 
cal and financial integrity 
for the country because this 
ts what will generate much 
higher growth rates in the 
medium-term.” 

“What we are witnessing 
at the level of political, 
administrative and fiscal 
reform is much more 
important for Lebanon that 
the GDP growth rate for 
1999,” he emphasised. 

Lebanon under Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri, 
who left office last 
December, ran huge budget 
deficits, hoping that eco- 
nomic growth would be 
sufficient to finance the 
ballooning public debt. 

The debt, listed by the 
central bank at $17.4 bil- 
lion. is estimated at 1 14- 
117 per cent of annual 
GDP. 

Debt servicing, at 47 per 


cent of expenditure and 78 
per cent of revenue, is the 
largest item in (he budget. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
Lebanese financier said on 
Tuesday investors are los- 
ing patience with govern- 
ment delays in revealing its 
plans for reform and to 
stimulate the economy. 

“We are clearly in a 
recession. Expatriates arc 
glad they did not come 
back and investors feel 
they are not well -served by 
(he government which can- 
not rely on the trust it 
enjoys indefinitely," said 
Anthony Tarazi, who head- 
ed capital markets at local 
finance house Lebanon 
Invest before leaving to set 
up his own company. 

“The government has to 
pm chans and words on the 
table showing Lebanon 
moving away from fiscally 
stimulated growth to one 
that is more based on fun- 
damentals ” said Tarazi. 
breaking ranks with other 
financiers who have not 
criticised the government 
publicly. 

‘The previous adminis- 
tration retied on a Fiscal 
stimulus which created 
growth irrespective of the 
waste and mismanagement 
that took place. There was 
the perception that things 
were happening," said 
Tarazi. whose new compa- 
ny is just being formed. 

The new government 
headed by Hoss took office 
in December promising to 
depart from the debt- 
financing of its predeces- 
sor, clean up the bureaucra- 
cy and sharply reduce the 
budget deficit through a 
five-year plan that has not 
been unveiled. 

“Afraid to go on record. 


the administration is not 
talking, not showing conti- 
nuity or explaining what 
and how it wants to 
achieve.” said Tarazi, who 
based in New York before 
returning to Lebanon at the 
start of the recovery in 
early 1990s. 

After a flurry of opti- 
mistic statements promis- 
ing to quickly privatise 
everything from the loss- 
making national airline to 
ihe electricity monopoly, 

the government has been 
largely silent, failing to 
release details of the draft 
budget announced earlier 
this month. 

“Investors' are in the dark. 
We dearly need a bullish 
plan from someone who 
sounds bullish. This gov- 
ernment is too morose and 
relies disproportionately on 
the image of austerity," the 
financier said. 

“It has to market 
Lebanon and invite people 
to buy a slice of the econo- 
my. Lebanon has a lot 
going for it: Nice weather 
and real estate, a reemerg- 
ing and service-oriented 
economy forming a hub, or 
at least a stepping stone for 
Syria, Jordan and eventual- 
ly Iraq." added Tarazi. 

He said the government 
was harming investment by 
relentlessly reexamining 
the projects of the previous 
administration of billion- 
aire Hariri. such as 
Solidere, the company 
rebuilding downtown 
Beirut. 

“Solidere is Lebanon. If 
the government fights 
Solidere it is shooting itself 
in the fooL The markets 
factor in such erratic 
behaviour” Tarazi said. 


Embattled Balkan economy 
is in dire need of international support 


(Continued from page 8> 

the euro’s 10 per cent fall in 
value against die dollar since its 
launch in January had already 
occurred before the crisis. 

The fundamental cause of the 
fall in the euro level was the dif- 
ference in economic perfor- 
mance between the United 
States and (he euro area. Mussa 
said. 

Apart from the heavy eco- 
nomic burden of the hu^e influx 
of refugees into Albania and 
Macedorna. the latter is likely to 
suffer from a loss of trade with 
Yugoslavia, the IMF report said. 

Other neighbouring countries, 
particularly Bulgaria and 
Romania, “will be affected by 
the disruption of transportation 
links and by the increased cau- 
tion among investors toward die 
region." 

Croatia in particular will suffer 
because of a fall in tourism, the 
report said. 

It noted that the IMF and 
WorJd Bank, along with other 
donors, “are assessing the addi- 
tional financing needs of the 
countries in die Balkan region." 

The World Bank last week 
announced three initiatives 


worth $72 million to help 
refugees flora Kosovo and to 
help Albania cope with the 
influx. 

Ranee has proposed that the 
Club of Pttris creditor govern- 
ments give Albania and 
Macedonia a two-year moratori- 
um on debt payments and is 
hoping for progress on this issue 
at the IMF and World Bank 
spring meetings in Washington 
next week. 

Albania has external debt of 
about S900 million (S33 million 
euros) and Macedonia of SI 2 
billion (1,11 billion euros). 

In 1998, Albania obtained 
cancellation of half of its exter- 
nal debt and rescheduling of the 
rest 

In the Macedonian capita! 
Skopje, a World Bank official 
said on Tuesday Macedonia is 
facing financial collapse as a 
result of the conflict in 
Yugoslavia, . 

“On the face of it, the situation 
is had and is going to get worse 
in the next few* days and 
months." Zoran Andonovsky, a 
World Bank official . told AFP. 

With Yugoslavia, 

Macedonia’s main trading part- 
ner, under fire. Maredoda’s 


external trade has gone into 
fteefall and unemployment is 
rising at a dizzying speed. 

Yugoslavia previously 
absorbed 25 per cenL of 
Macedonia’s exports and was 
used by 90 per cent of its over- 
land transport to the markets of 
the European Union. 
Andonovsky said 

The situation has been exacer- 
bated by the withdrawal of 
investors since NATO launched 
hs air campaign against 
Yugoslavia on March 34. 

Andonovsky said that jobless- 
ness in the former Yugoslav 
republic was between 35 and 40 
per cent, which he warned “is 
going to increase dramatically'' 
in the next few months. 

Added to this grim picture is 
the steady stream of impover- 
ished ethnic Albanian refugees 
flowing into the country from 
war-tom Kosovo. Interior 
Minister Pavel Trajanov said on 
Tuesday there were 160.00(1 
Kosovo refugees in Macedonia. 

"We will soon have as many 
unemployed as that," Trajanov 
said, adding that it was "there- 
fore in NATO's interest to coop- 
erate with us to avoid a collapse 
of our economy.” 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


WHO HAIG 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Afadoun Real Estate 

592060S5920609A 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Professional Quality 
Develop your colour 
film at our shop 
and get: 

* 7IIMBO photo 
size 30% large. 

* FRCC FILM 

36-Exp 


Sbmasatti-Op&u tear* Ofa 

Til, S60+0+2 
Swrifieb - OppOtUt Sartifiib LAary 
Tel. 58ZZS91 


Ifom. ffddne** Ammo* 



Quality Serviced Suites 

*Or*e & Two Bedrooms *Ful1y 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily S | 
Long Stay frfteasonabte Rates 

5th Circle 

I TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 1 

e-mail : crystal® go.com.jo 


; FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 

Rea i Estate 




S WE1FIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
Tat. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962 - 5-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 

.In Independent Budget ■nvlem (Jcnxee 


Aitira For'Uirj Hotel 
Shops. Amman 


TOfElEIl 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 

V _> 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
& 

Fax: 5696183 




*4 I ~ 

To nm /mim At 6th Circle 

4|§^ 


x i . f f Tel.: 5510001 

Hotel 

BRUNCH 


Music filled with warmth ! 

everv frldav fro to 11 a.to. 


DrG&bS&LemaGee 

10 JO ++ 


Every night at the Wadi Rum Bar except Mondays. 

CMWren under 11 oniy 5 ++ 
SweTfTe#) - A( tfaw'ra Street TeL' 5819730 


^ i T(m TriMAj 4®sfc j 






















io Sports 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, April 21, 1999 




Lake Games corruption 
scandal claims first sponsor 


LONDON (AFP) — The corruption 
scandal surrounding the 2002 Winter 
Olympic Games has claimed its first 
victim, the Financial Times said 
Tuesday, reporting that Johnson et 
Johnson had pulled out of a S30 mil- 
lion deal. 

Quoting a spokesman for the U.S.- 
based healthcare group, the FT said 
the company was not going ahead 
with the deal partly because of alle- 
gations over Salt Lake City lavishing 
gifts and payoffs on International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) mem- 
bers. 

John McKeegan. the Johnson et 
Johnson spokesman, said the main 
reason tor pulling out was an inter- 


nal disagreement about how to mar- 
ket the group's brand during the 
Olympics, but added the scandal 
also played its part. 

“It was always going to be in the 
back of people's minds," he was 
quoted as saying. 

Johnson et Johnson is the first 
company to admit the corruption 
allegations have played a role in 
their decision to drop sponsroship 
plans. 

The group has sponsored the 
Olympics for decades, particularly 
in providing products to American 
athletes, and had intended to 
increase its expenditure, said the FT. 

The scandal stemmed from 2002 


Winter Olympics bidders Salt Lake 
City lavishing cash payoffs and 
expensive gifts on IOC members to 
secure votes when the time came to 
name a host city. 

A U.S. federal grand jury is inves- 
tigating the matter. 

Among measures being considered 
by the U.S. Congress are cutting tax 
breaks for U.S. firms sponsoring the 
IOC. 

Those would be staggering blows 
to the IOC because nine of the 1 1 top 
IOC sponsors are U.S. firms who 
pay 10 to $15 million a year to the 
committee. 



Franz Nietlispach of Zreiningen, Switzerland crosses the finish line to win the 
men's wheelchair division of the 103rd running of the Boston Marathon 19 April 
1999 in Boston. Massachusetts (AFP photo! 


Surprise 
leader 
forced out 
of rally 

LLORET DE MAR. Spain 
( AFP) — Surprise Catalunya 
rally leader Jesus Puras of 
Spain was forced to quit on 
Tuesday when his Citroen 
refused to start. 

His withdrawal saw fellow 
Citroen driver Philippe 
Bugalski move in front. 

Meanwhile Britain's Colin 
McRae, instead of heading 
home early with Welsh co- 
driver Nicky Grist after suf- 
fering turbo problems, has 
opted to continue and carry 
out vital testing work on 
asphalt roads in the still new 
Ford Focus. 

“It’s a real shame.” said 
McRae who will start die 
penultimate day in 33rd 
place, more than seven min- 
utes adrift. “ I had hopes of 
making it three wins in a row 
here, but now we will have to 
use the rest of the rally to test. 

“I had no warning with the 
problem. There was a sudden- 
loss of power about half-way 
through the stage. I checked 
the engine but there was 
nothing obviously wrong.” 

McRae was in a highly- 
comped tive sixth place when 
he was forced to stop on the 
fifth and longest stage of the 
day, losing several minutes to 
his rivals as well as collecting 
80 seconds in time penalties. 

But McRae, who is second 
in the championship just two 
points behind Finland’s 
To mmi Makinen, might not 
lose too much ground in the 
battle for the drivers' tide. 



San Francisco Giants second basemen Jeff Kent sails through the air as he watches his throw to first base dar- 
ing the fourth inning at 3COM Park in San Francisco. Florida Marlins Alex Gonzalez beat out the throw for a 
single on a close call by umpire Frank Pulli (Reuters photo) 


Benfica sack Souness; Heynckes takes over 


LISBON (AFP) — Graeme 
Souness was sacked as coach of 
Portuguese giants Benfica, club 
president Joao Vale e Azevedo 
said on Monday at a press confer- 
ence. 

The club added former Real 
Madrid coach Jupp Heynckes of 
Germany would take over from 
Souness next season. 

“Jupp Heynckes has signed a 
contract for two years," Vale e 
Azevedo said. 

The 45-year-old Souness, who 
played for the successful 
Liverpool side in the late 70’s and 
early 80's, still had a year left to 
go on his contract. 

Souness has blamed Benfica for 
not backing him financially and 
he has been fiercely criticised by 
media and fans in Portugal with 
the club in third place in the 
League, trailing leaders Porto by 
nine points. 

‘Tin not happy about it but I 
understand why,” said Souness. 
“I understand the pressures that 
have been building up and I knew 
at the start of the season that we 
had to win the championship. At 
this present time we don't look 
like winning the championship, 
unless Porto slip up badly. 

“But the job description 18 


months ago was very different to 
the reality and that’s not a criti- 
cism of the president because 
he’s encountered bigger problems 
than he thought he would when 
he first took the job.” 

Souness has come under fire for 
his tendency to field British play- 
ers and play with what are seen as 
British-style tactics. He has 
repeatedly complained that the 
debt-ridden club did not provide 
cash to buy quality players. 

He recruited several players 
from England, including Welsh 
internationals Mark Pembridge 
and Dean Saunders.- and former 
Liverpool and Arsenal midfielder 
Michael Thomas. 

Brian Deane and Scott Minto 
both relumed from Portugal after 
spells under Souness. 

“I have to say I think I have 
done a very good job with the 
resources I have had at my dis- 
posal. I think if you look at the 
club when I came we have 
improved it iD every sense - the 
organisation, the quality of play- 
er here.” 

Fans have waved white hand- 
kerchiefs as a sign of farewell 
and chanted for Souness to be 
fired in recent games. 

Vale e Azevedo said that while 


Souness was ultimately to blame 
for the team's recent poor perfor- 
mances. his efforts had also been 
undermined by poor refereeing 
and “regrettable nationalistic sen- 
timents” among fans. 

Souness, capped 54 times by 
Scotland, was also sacked in 
October 1997 as coach of Italian 
Second Division club Torino 
when he was less than four 
months into a two-year contract. 

He quit earlier in 1997 as man- 
ager of Southampton after one 
season in the job and enjoyed 
limited success during his time as 
manager at Anfield, although he 
won the FA Cup in 1992. 

He was far more successful in 
Scotland where he led Rangers to 
three League titles and four 
Scottish League Cup wins before 
switching to Liverpool in 1991. 

Heynckes, who has signed a 
two-year contract, steered Real 
Madrid to the Champions' Cup 
last season but was sacked for 
only finishing fifth in the Spanish 
league. 


ready to show United the exit 


TURIN (AFP) — Juventus will walk 
oui here on Wednesday night deter- 
mined to reach their fourth consecu- 
tive Champions League final, and to 
shutter the dreams of Manchester 
United. 

Alex Ferguson's men may have 
been the dominant force in English 
football for the past 10 years. But 
they have always been also-rans in 
Europe's top tournament, never once 
reaching (he final during that time. 

Now they start as underdogs 
against a Juventus side who will 
have home advantage at the Delle 
A I pi stadium and a precious aw'ay 
goal from their 1-1 draw in the semi- 
final first leg. 

The Italians also have a track 
record that doesn’t inspire confi- 
dence fur the English club — they 
have met United four times before in 
Europe and each time Juventus have 
gone on to reach the final. 

This time, they will be fired up 


Juventus 


after a morale -boos ting 3-1 victory 
over Serie A leaders Lazio last week- 
end in Rome, a feat achieved without 
the help of rested French star 
Zinedine Zidane. 

Coach Carlo Ancelotti is likely to 
stick to the same 4-4- 1-1 line-up 
which proved so effective against 
United in the first leg. with Zidane 
playing behind lone striker Filippo 
Inzaghi. but supported by a four-man 
midfield which is determined to 
move forward rather than back. 

Dutchman Edgar “Pit Bull” 
Davids, who poked the ball through 
for Antonio Conte’s goal at Old 
Trafford, is playing probably the 
best football of his career in Italy 
and will be in awesome form on 
Wednesday. 

Conte is also on song, with a rash 
of goals at national and international 
level, while Angelo Di Livio is a 
constant menace on the flanks and 
hardman Didier Descharaps remains 


as solid as ever.) 

Ancelotti, w^o replaced Marcello 
Lippi last February said: “This is the 
most importantj match in my career 
so far as a football coach. 

“But I hope tihat after Wednesday 
nighL the mosd important will be a 
different one: the final on May 26 in 


Barcelona." 

Ancelotti was buoyed up by his 
team’s display in Rome but said: 
‘The satisfaction at both the perfor- 
mance and the result is conditioned 
by just one concern — that the 
euphoria doesn't get out of hand and 
become dangerous,” he said. “But 
I'm not that worried. 


“The Lazio game showed that this 
team are on form. When they take 
things carefully and are fully con- 
centrated, they are difficult to beat” 
He summed up: “This is a good 
period for us, both physically and 
mentally, even if we know the match 
against Manchester United will be 


an extremely tough one, right 
through to the very end." 

Deschamps. the man who cap- 
tained France to their World Cup tri- 
umph, was more cautious about 
events on Wednesday night. 

“I think each side has a 50/50 per 
cent chance of qualifying," he said. 
“At Old Trafford. we played well for 


60 minutes, but the last half-hour 
was like being in hell. 

‘The main problem was their aeri- 
al game — they are much better than 
we are with the high ball, and they 
could be even more dangerous on 
Wednesday if Sheringham plays." 

As for his own team. Deschamps 
said: “Our finishing will have to be 
better: in Manchester we had several 
chances to make it 2-0 but didn't 
take them. Failing to deliver the KO 
blow this time could be fatal. 

“It would be an enormous risk to 
be still drawing 0-0 with a quarter of 
an hour left to play.” 

For Juventus are not the only ones 
to be coining off a good win. 

Ferguson’s re-shuffled side 
trounced Sheffield Wednesday 3-0 
on Saturday and the coach was clear- 
ly impressed. 

“I’m delighted with my players, 
their intensity and application was 
superb,” he said. “If they produce 


that kind of effort it’ll be hard for 
Juve to knock us out.” 

Though Sheringham hopes to have 
played himself into the team after 
scoring last weekend, Ferguson will 
probably stick by Andy Cole and 
Dwight Yorke up front. 

The one major doubt is winger 
Ryan Giggs, who snatched the dra- 
matic late equaliser against Juventus 
a fortnight ago, but who has been out 
with an ankle injury since scoring 
last week’s FA Cup replay winner 
against Arsenal. 

“Ryan's got a 50-50 chance and we 
will have to wait and see,” said 
Ferguson on Monday. 

Ferguson badly needs the Welsh 
wizard, not only for his dribbling 
and passing ability, but also for his 
knack of scoring goals in important 
matches. And they don’t come much 
more important than Wednesday 
night. 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
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9s takes over 



Charles Barkley of the Houston Rockets takes a shot during the first half of play ver- 
sus the Seattle SuperSonics at Compaq Centre in Houston, Texas. Defending on the 
play is Seattle's Aaron Williams (AFP photo) 

Raptors stifle East-leading Magic 


TORONTO (R) — The 
Toronto Raptors held the 
Orlando Magic to nine 
points in the second quarter 
and 14 in the third, bolster- 
ing their quest for their first 
playoff berth with a 90-72 
win over the Eastern 
Conference leaders 

Monday. 

The 72 points allowed and 
32.5 per cent shooting by 
the Magic were defensive 
records for the young 
Toronto franchise. 

Tracy McGrady scored 1 2 
of his 16 points in the fourth 
quarter, when he was also a 
force on the offensive glass. 
Kevin Willis also had 16 
points, and Vince Carter 14. 

“When my confidence is 
up. I can do anything on the 
court," said McGrady, who 
also had 1 1 rebounds and 
has three double-doubles in 
his last eight games. 

“I'm 19 years old. 1 
should have a lot of energy. 
The past couple of games, 
we've all been more 
focused. We have playoff 
potential, so we know what 
we need to do.” the Raptors 
(20-20) moved into a tie 
with New York (21-21) and 
Charlotte (20-20) for ninth 
place in the Eastern 
Conference, one-half game 
behind Cleveland for the 
final playoff slot in the east 
Darrell Armstrong scored 
12 points and Penny 
Hardaway added 1 1 for 
Orlando, which has lost 
three of its last four games 
after a six-game winning 
streak. The Magic (29-13) 
lead Miami (27-13) by one 
game atop the Atlantic 
Division and Eastern 
Conference. 

In Cleveland. Dan Majcrle 
scored a season-high 22 
points and the Miami heat 
moved closer to the top spot 
in rhe Eastern Conference 
standings with a 94-87 vic- 
tory over the Cavaliers. 

Averaging just 6.7 points 
per game, Majerle finished 
8-of-Il from the field and 
5-of-7 from 3-point range. 

“I got my 3-pointers off 
ihe drives and double 


teams.” Majerle said. 
“Alonzo (Mourning) and 
P.J. (Brown) both” did a 
good job of finding me." 
Jamal Mashbum tallied 23 
points and mourning added 
19. nine blocked shots and 
seven - rebounds for the 
Heat, who have won eight 
of their last 10 games. 

In New Jersey, veteran 
sharpshooter Chuck Person 
came off the bench to drain 
three crucial 3-pointers 
down the stretch as the 
Charlotte Hornets extended 
their season-high winning 
streak to eight games with a 
120-1 13 over the flounder- 
ing nets, tightening the 
Eastern Conference playoff 
race. 

The Hornets have gone 
16-9 under interim coach 
Paul Silas. 

In a rough, sloppy game in 
Philadelphia marked by a 
slew of blown opportuni- 
ties. Patrick Ewing's miss 
of a potential running 
jumper with 23 seconds left 
allowed the 76ers to escape 
with a 72-67 victory over 
the Knieks. 

“This was a game we 
should have won.” Ewing 
said after the Knieks drew 
even late in the game but 
never led. “we had our 
opportunities. We were 
right there, but we didn't 
make the righr plays at the 
end." New York has lost a 
season-high four straight. 

In Boston, Reggie Miller 
scored 23 points as the 
Indiana Pacers kept coach 
Larrv Bird perfect against 
his former team, reeling to a 
120-104 victory over the 
Celtics. 

Chris Mullin added 21 
points and Antonio Davis 
1 7 off the bench for Indiana, 
which snapped a two-game 
losing skid and pulled with- 
in two games of Orlando for 
the Eastern Conference 
lead. The Pacers are third in 
the Easr. 

Bird improved to 7-0 
against Boston as Indiana 
coach. 

“I told my team tonight 
before the game we need to 


win the rest of our games, 
all eight.” said Bird. “I want 
U.S. to be on a roll. I expect 
U.S. to win them all." 

In Houston, Charles 
Barkley got a basket on the 
offensive boards and a free 
throw, and Sam Mack's sev- 
enth 3-pointer just 26 sec- 
onds later broke open a 
close game down the stretch 
and gave the Rockets a 120- 
1 13 victory over the Seattle 
Supersonics. 

Barkley had 25 points, 10 
rebounds and seven assists 
for the Rockets, who have 
won four of their last five 
games. Mack scored 21 
points off the bench, all on 
3-pointers as he shot 7-of- 
1 1 from behind the arc. The 
teams combined for 22 3- 
pointers. 

In Anaheim, rookie Jason 
Williams scored 19 points 
and handed out' a season- 
high 14 assists as the 
Sacramento Kings rallied 
for a J02-9S victory over 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Corliss Williamson scored 
23 points for Sacramento 
(19-22). which moved into a 
tie with Seattle for the final 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 

At Los Angeles, sparked 
by reserves Robert Horry 
and rookie Tyronn Lue, the 
Lakers snapped a three- 
game losing streak with a 
117-102 victory over the 
lowly Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Horry' scored nine of his 
season-high 17 points in the 
fourth quarter and Lue had 
eight of his season-best 15 
in the period as the Lakers 
outscored Vancouver 36-22 
over the final 12 minutes. 

Shaquille O’Neal scored 
31 points for the Lakers, 
who remained 1 1/2 games 
behind Houston for fourth 
place in the Western 
Conference. 


Agassi quits 
Monte 
Carlo Open; 
Becker 
leaves after 
father dies 


MONACO (AFP) — 
America’s Andre 
Agassi added to a high- 
profile exodus from 
the Monte Carlo Open 
here on Tuesday when 
he announced that he is 
drop out of the $2.45- 
miliion event because 
of a shoulder injury. 

No. 7 seed Agassi has 
suffered a recurrence 
of the problem which 
forced him to pull out 
of last week's Japan 
Open. He will be 
replaced in the draw by 
Italian qualifying 
lucky loser Vicenzo 
Santopadre. 

Earlier Tuesday, 
Germany’s Boris 
Becker also quit the 
tournament after the 
death of his father on 
Tuesday. 

Karl-Heinz Becker, 
63, died in a clinic in 
Heidelberg on Monday 
night after a long fight 
against cancer. 

“I am very sad, I 
admired my father and 
I owe him a lot,” 
Becker said. “In this 
difficult situation, I 
have to .and want to be 
close to my family. 
Especially my mother 
needs me.” 

Karl-Heinz Becker, 
63, died in a clinic in 
Heidelberg on Monday 
night after a long fight 
against cancer. 

Becker who entered 
the tournament on invi- 
tation had reached the 
second round by beat- 
ing Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline on Monday and 
was due to take on 
another French player 
Jerome Golmard. 

Becker last week 
came back from Asia, 
withdrawing before the 
Japan ‘ Open after 
reaching the final in 
Hong Kong when his 
father’s condition 
worsened. 

At age 31, Becker is 
determined to retire 
after a final fling at 
Wimbledon this sum- 
mer, followed by a 
farewell to Stuttgart in 
July at the Mercedes 
Cup. 

Agassi won his first 
tournament in Asia ear- 
lier this month when he 
completed a rain-inter- 
rupted victory over 
long-time rival Boris 
Becker in the final of 
the Hong Kong Open. 


Learn 

Ceramic Arts 

Join 

The April 1999 course in 
Ceramic Arts 


ORFALI ARTS CENTER 



Tel.: 5526932, 5510603 

E-mall:orfall @ nets.com.Jo 


The Holy Land Institute for the Deaf and 
MOVIMONDO Molisv — European Community Humanitarian Office 

cordially invite you at the 

Theatre Play 

“NOTHING CAN BE SEEN. NOTHING CAN BE HEARD. 
AND NONETHELESS SOMETHING SHINES IN SILENCE.” 

Performed by the deaf Italian students 
Written and directed by Riccardo Caporossi 
Osama Mashini Theatre - Jabal Al Weibdeh, 

21 st of April 1999 at 20:00 and invite you at the 
Seminar 

“COCHLEAR IMPLANTS and INTEGRATED EDUCATION” 
Royal Cultural Centre, 21 st and 22 nd of April, from 9:00 till 13:30 
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Henman crashes out 
of Monte Carlo Open 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) — 
Tun Henman let a match 
point chance slip away as 
Brazil’s Fernando Meligeni 
knocked the British third seed 
out of the $2.45 million 
Monte Carlo Open 6-7 (5/7), 
6-4, 7-5 in the second round 
on Tuesday. . 

Meligeni. ranked 51 st in the 
world, proved his clay cre- 
dentials in two hours 58 min- 
utes. Henman, who had his 
winning opportunity late in 
the third set, duplicated his 
opening-match loss here from 
a year ago. 

In the third set the 
Brazilian earned a break for 
6-5 with a superb game as his 
28 winners on the afternoon 
began to mount up. Henman 
took treatment from the train- 
er at the changeover for 
cramp in his left leg. 

A flailing backhand cross- 
court yielded three match 
points for the South 
American. .Meligeni 

advanced when Henman’s 
backhand flew just wide. 

The Briton had nine break 
points, but converted only 
two of them. His career clay 
record stands six wins. 14 
losses. 

“I feel very happy, every 
match 1 play is a marathon for 
me. I have to fight a lot,” said 
the winner. “I did well roday, 

I fought a Iol This time was 
for me." 

In the first set, Henman fell 
behind an early break against 
Meligeni, who reached the 
quarterfinals last week in 
Barcelona and the Brazilian 
moved to a 4-1 lead on Centre 
Court. Hie Briton's early 
effort was compromised by 
13 unforced errors in the first 
five games as the South 
American imposed his clay- 
courting style on the Briton 
whom he had never faced. 

Henman’s aggressive ath- 
leticism kept him in the fight 
and he reached three break 
points with Meligeni serving 
to conclude the opening seL 
The third-seeded Briton 
broke for 4-5 as his opponent 
vollyed into the net Henman 
then produced a love game, 5- 
all. Meligeni’s form faded 
momentarily as he faced a 
pair of break points a game 
later, both saved, the second 
on a serious Henman over-hit 
return. 

The Briton cut off a return 


liv 



Moroccan Hicham Arazi hits a forehand to Croat Goran Ivanisevic during their firs- 
dt round match at the Monte Carlo Open. Arazi won 6-1. 6-4 (AFP photo) 


from his opponent and got a 
third game- winner, also sal- 
vaged with a return. Henman 
returned wide to give the 
South American a 6-5 mar- 
gin, but held to force a 
tiebreaker. Henman won iL 7- 
5, after 55 minutes of battle. 
Meligeni, an experienced clay 
battler, didn’t roll over, break- 
ing for 2-1 in the second seed 
and going level at a set each 
when Henman leaped high to 
smash an overhead and frus- 
tratingly found the net 
instead. 

The Brazilian took the ini- 
tiative in the third set with a 
break, losing it in the fourth 


as a revitalised Henman lev- 
elled. 2-2. 

The match stayed on serve 
as Henman emerged from 
three deuces to take a 5-4 lead 
with a precision overhead 
smash. 

Meligeni gambled on a vol- 
ley return at the net. but 
missed to give the Briton a 
match point. Henman 
returned short 

Two other seeds moved into 


the second round. No 10 
Alben Costa of Spain defeat- 
ed Argentine Mariano 
Zabaleta 6-3, 6-4. Thomas 
Enquist the No. 12, served 
for a straight-set win, but had 
to go the full distance to over- 
come Dominik Hrbaty of 
Slovakia 7-5. 6-7 (4/73. 6-2 in 
a match which earned a small 
measure of revenge for a 
Davis Cup upset earlier (his 
month. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Saudi football coach sacked 

RIYADH (AFP) — The Saudi Arabian Football 
Federation on Tuesday sacked its Olympic football 
trainer, German national Pieter Hamburg, the official 
SPA news agency said. The move follows the dismal 
performance by the team in the World Youth 
Championships taking place in Nigeria. The team lost 
1-3 to Australia and 0-2 to Ireland and drew 1-1 with 
Mexico. 


Ribbeck backs second referee 

BONN (AFP) — Germany coach Erich Ribbeck on 
Tuesday gave his backing to the use of a second referee 
in German championship matches. ‘There are at least 
five good reasons for it, but none against," he said. 
Ribbeck said that he had already approached the 
German Football Federation (DFB ) lo ask them to put 
pressure on FIFA to accept the idea. 

S. African national coaches sacked 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Angola, Mozambique and 
Namibia have sacked their national coaches following 
disappointing African Nations Cup qualifying results. 
Brazilian Djalma Cavalcante replaces Yugoslav Vesselin 
Jelusic after Angola crashed 2-0 at home to Mauritius 
and Mozambique fired Joao Albasine following a 6-1 
humiliation by Cameroon in Maputo. Namibia dumped 
Seth Boois when they lost 3-0 in Cote d’Ivoire and 
German Peter Ubeijahn takes over as coach with local 
Resion Mogane his technical assistant. 

Puei extends Monaco stay 

MONACO (AFP) — Monaco coach Claude Puel has 
signed a three-year deal with the Principality club, the 
French first division side announced Tuesday. Assistant 
coach Jean Petit and goalkeeping coach Jean-Luc Ettori 
have also renewed their contracts for three years. Puel 
replaced Jean Tigana as coach at Monaco earlier this 
year. 


CAR FOR SALE 
1992 TOYOTA CORONA 

4-door, 1600 cc engine, power steering, power windows, cen- 
tral locking, 2-speaker stereo, alarm system, air cond tionlng. 
In excellent condition! JD2,500 (Duty-free) 

Call PAOLA at 5680496 (home) or 
5826171 ext. 285 (work) 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty Unpaid 

CHRYSLER NEON, 09/97, 20,000kms. 
One expat owner from new. 
JD5,000 Mobile: 079/545647 




Elegant newly + renovated house in a 
classy neighbourhood close to a number 
of embassies and residences, between 
3rd & 4th Circles. 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, fireplace, French chapee boiler, 
mature spacious garden. 

I Tel.: 4641641 ■ ■ 

I from 9-11 a.m., 1-4 and 7-9 p.m. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO., LTD 
ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 1 0F/99 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 1 0F/99 
for the supply of:- 

WHITE WOOD 

(( FOR FERTILISER COMPLEX - AQABA)) 

The Tender Documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Tuesday, 4th May, 1 999. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
non-refundable fee of JD(25) for each set of Tender 
Documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 1 2:00 hours 
local time Wednesday, 12th May, 1999. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Ecevit begins to court Turkish 
nationalists to form government 


ANKARA (R) — Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit 
appeared on Tuesday to have 
begun the courtship of a hand- 
line nationalist leader who 
swept to prominence in 
Turkey's weekend elections, 
staking what seems an irre- 
sistible claim to power. 

As initial astonishment over 
Sunday's elections eased 
Tuesday’s newspapers carried 
tentative approving remarks by 
Ecevii about Nationalist Action 
Party fMHP) chief Devtet 
Bahceli and by Bahceli about 
Ecevit. 

To form a government, both 
must put behind them acrimo- 
ny bom of a decade of left-right 
street fighting in the 1970s dial 
ended in an army coup. Ecevit 
must convince himself, even if 
he will never convince left- 
wing supporters, that the MHP 
has disowned a history of radi- 
calism. 

“Me Ecevit is a valued states- 
man brought up in Turkish 
political life,'' Bahceli told one 
newspaper. 

“It seems the MHP has aban- 
doned its old line.” Ecevit said 
“Deviet Bahceli has renewed 
the party.” 

“MHP and DSP flirting,” the 


liberal Radikal daily declared 
Ecevifs Democratic Left 
Parly (DSP), according to com- 
puter projections, should win 
133 votes in the 550-seat 
assembly. The MHP, which 
failed to clear tire 10 per cent 
hurdle for seats in the assembly 
in 1995. could take 130 seals. 

Bahceli appeared to discount 
what for markets would be a 
nightmare alliance between 
MHP and the Islamist Virtue 
Party, with which it shares 
some religious and cultural val- 
ues. 

“It seems to me [Virtue] 
should have a spell in opposi- 
tion.” 

The same poll result that sent 
the stock market diving by up 
to six per cent on Monday, 
appeared on Tuesday to offer 
grounds for op timis m. Shares 
rose over eight per cent, with 
brokers encouraged by the gen- 
tle courtship and eager press 
exhortations. 

Conservative Mesut Yilmaz's 
Motherland Party (ANAP), 
seen by markets as an impor- 
tant ingredient of any govern- 
ment capable of pushing vital 
economic reform, could pro- 
vide the remaining seals neces- 
sary for a government and end 


Arafat to discuss state with Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat was 
due here Wednesday for talks with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak about whether to declare a Palestinian state on May 
4, officials said on Tuesday. Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
they would discuss “the results of contacts made by the 
Palestinian National Authority president on his [current 
world] tour” as well as “the issue of the date of proclaiming 
a Palestinian state.” The Palestinian leadership will meet at 
the end of April to decide whether to go-ahead with a threat 
to declare a Palestinian state in the Gaza Snip and the West 
Bank on May 4, when the interim period of autonomy runs 
out. Arafat visited Rabat on Monday as part of an Arab and 
international tour aimed at an increasing world support for 
the right of the Palestinians to proclaim their own state. 

Trial over charges against minister 

CAIRO (AFP) — Four Islamist journalists were ordered 
Tuesday to stand trial on libel charges after accusing Egypt's 
agriculture minister of collaborating with the Israeli secret 
service, the prosecutor’s office said. A1 Shaab newspaper’s 
managing editor Magdi Hussein and three colleagues are 
accused of libeling Yussef Wali. who is also the governing 
Democratic National Party's secretary general, it said. They 
were ordered to stand trial by state prosecutor. Gaber Rihan. 
Al Shaab has led a campaign accusing Wali of destroying 
Egyptian agriculture and collaborating with Israeli Mossad 
experts in suspicious and destructive agriculture experiments. 
Wali filed a lawsuit against the four at the beginning of April. 

Death sentence sought against Ocaian 

ANKARA (AFP) — Three Turkish prosecutors have called 
for capita] punishment for jailed Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocaian in a 135-page indictment, the semi-official 
Anatolia news agency reported on Tuesday. The indictment 
holds Ocaian responsible for all acts of his Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) and charges him with “treason and crimes 
against the slate and its sovereignty” under article 125 of the 
Turkish penal code, the report said. The indictment has not 
yet been made public and is being checked for the last time 
by the prosecutors. The prosecutors are expected to submit 
the document this week to the state security court of Ankara, 
which has been hearing a treason trial in absentia against the 
PKK leader since 1997. The indictment will also be notified 
to Ocaian and his defence team headed by attorney Ahmet 
Zeki Okcuoglu. The Ankara court's next hearing is scheduled 
for April 30 and the court is expected to unite the ongoing 
case with the new indictment and set a date for the main trial 
of the rebel leader, Anatolia said. 

Netanyahu absent from peace stamp 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and PNA Chief Yasser Arafat feature prominently in 
the commemorative Wye River accords stamp; even more 
prominent by his absence is Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) is 
issuing a stamp next week commemorating the October 1 
PaJestinian-Ismeli land -for- security accords brokered by the 
United States. It features a painting drawn from a photograph 
of the U.S. president, the Palestinian leader and the Israeli 
prime minister signing the accords at the White House. 
Netanyahu is cropped out of the painting. "It is a stamp com- 
memorating those who have invested a lot of effort in peace," 
Omar Magdadi. a director general at the postal authority, said 
when asked why Netanyahu was dropped. The stamp will be 
available in Palestinian-run post offices in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip on April 24, said Magdadi. It has a 4.50 shekel 
<S 1.10) value. The stamps are valid as postage to every coun- 
try in the world, except Israel, which accepts only Israeli 
stamps from the Palestinian-held territories. 

Tehran declares war on dogs 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's highest judicial official. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi. called for the police to keep dogs and 
other pets off the streets, Kayhan paper reported Tuesday. 
‘This is an Islamic city, and keeping domestic animals in the 
bouse is no problem, but their being walked on the streets is 
an insult to others, and the police can intervene.” said Yazdi. 
one of the Islamic republic's leading conservatives. The 
authorities have been calling for years for dog owners to 
refrain from walking the animals in parks and streets. In 
1994, Tehran’s mayor prohibited dogs from appearing in 
public places for religious and hygienic reasons. Islam con- 
siders certain animals, particularly dogs, “impure." and advis- 
es against any contact with them. But Iran's younger genera- 
tion has developed an affinity for “man's best friend,” partic- 
ularly in big cities and northern Tehran where having a dog is 
considered luxurious. 


years of instability. 

MHP would tide influence 
over the economy in return for 
a nationalist role in foreign pol- 
icy. education and domestic 
security. While this might be 
attractive to business, it could 
unnerve those who identify the 
MHP and its founder, Alparslan 
Tuikes, with violent “Grey 
Wolf* youth gangs. 

Tt is weU-known that the 
MHP does not regard with any 
warmth issues such as democ- 
ratization and aligning Turkish 
laws with human rights con- 
ventions. which it sees as being 
responsible for terrorism,” 
commentator Hal ok Ulman 
wrote in Dunya newspaper. 

The MHP may make itself 
felt over the conflict in the 
southeast, which voted the 
Kurdish Hadep Party into fecal 
government on Sunday despite 
accusations in Ankara that it 
backs guerrilla leader Abdullah 
Ocaian. The nationalist senti- 
ment stirred by Ocaian 's cap- 
ture helped both Ecevit and 
Bahceli. 

“The perceptions of national- 
ism i* 1 both parties are very 
close,” Zulfu Uvanli wrote in 
Sabah newspaper; 

“For the first time in 75 years 


of the Turkish republic, except- 
ing the Hadep masses of 
c ouree, a homogeneous 

Turkish nationalism has 

evolved... As western Europe, 
has chosen to begin the 21st 
century with leftist govern- 
ments, Turkey is beginning 
2000 in nationalist currents.” 

Not everyone believes in the 
neai DSP-MHP-ANAP equa- 
tion. 

Excluded from the formula 
are the vital elements of MHP 
ambition and, always vital in 
Ankara politics, personal 
chemistry and ego. 

‘Turkish politics has never 
witnessed a coalition between 
the first and second parties.” 
Sabah commentator 

Abdurrahman YOdirim said. 
"One must be in power, the 
other in opposition." 

Ismet Berkun of Radikal sug- 
gested Bahceli might already 
be looking beyond Ecevit, 
knowing that if the veteran pre- 
mier’s efforts to form a govern- 
ment failed, he would be the 
next person summoned to the 
president's palace. 

“If you were Bahceli. would 
you rather be prime minister or 
deputy prime minister?’ he 
asked. 


‘Egyptian suspect in 
embassy bombings 
arrested in U.S.’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. 
authorities have arrested a 
fugitive Egyptian Islamist 
who was sentenced to 
death here but is also want- 
ed in the United States for 
anti-American activities in 
Africa, a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

The Egyptian authorities 
are seeking his extradition 
as a military court con- 
demned him and eight oth- 
ers to death on Sunday for 
plotting a new wave of 
attacks in Egypt, the pro- 
government daily Al 
Ahram reported. 

It did not name the indi- 
vidual but a police source, 
requesting anonymity, 
identified him as "the 
Islamist, Ali Abul Saud 
Mustafa, a . former 
Egyptian array officer who 
was condemned on Sunday 
by the supreme military 
court in Cairo.” 

Mustafa had been asked 
by Saudi fugitive “Osama 
Ben Laden to gather infor- 
mation about LIS. 
embassies in Africa,” the 
source said, adding he then 
visited Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda, Nigeria and 
Somalia in 1995 and 1996. 

“The United States is 
carefully examining the 
possibility he was impli- 
cated in the attacks against 
the U.S. embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam.” which killed 224 
people in August 1998. he 
added. 

Mustafa, 45. resigned 
from the Egyptian army in 
1984 before' moving to the 


United States where he has 
been living and from 
where he made several vis- 
its to Afghanistan. 

“Because of his experi- 
ence in the army, he has 
assumed an important role 
as an official providing 
military training to Jihad 
members in their camps in 
Afghanistan,” the police 
source said. Investigations 
led by the U.S. and 
Egyptian security services 
revealed that he led fund- 
raising activities in the 
United States to finance 
Jihad activities, the source 
said. 

He allegedly helped 
Jihad leader Ayraan AJ 
Zawahri, also sentenced to 
death on Sunday and who 
is believed to be in 
Afghanistan, enter the 
United States in 1995 to 
raise Jihad funds from 
mosques in the U.S. state 
of North Carolina. 

These details have been 
confirmed by confessions 
from fellow Jihad member 
Khaled Abul Dahab who 
was sentenced Sunday to 
15 years imprisonment 
with hard labour, he added. 

Abul Dahab is an 
Egyptian who became an 
American citizen and who 
travelled to the United 
States with Mustafa's help. 

Jihad joined the Front for 
the Liberation of Islamic 
Holy Sites set up in 
February 1998 in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, under 
the leadership of Ben 
Laden. Zawahri is Ben 
Laden's lieutenant 




REFLECTIONS OF FLAMINGOS: Two flamingos 
a pond in the Westf al en par k in Dortmund on Tuei 
mild temperatures for the next few days in German 


fie mirrored on the surface of 
iy. Weather forecasts predict 
(AFP photo) 


Islamists reject Israeli offer 
of ‘small mosque’ in Nazareth 


NAZARETH (AFP) — 
Islamist politicians in this Arab 
Israeli town rejected on 
Tuesday a government offer to 
permit construction of a small 
mosque next to the Basilica of 
the * AitaunciatfOn;' Odd of 
Christianity's holiest shrines. 

Salman Abu Ahmad, leader 
of the Islamic Movement 
which controls the town coun- 
cil said local Muslims were 
maintain ing demands that a 
Large mosque be built on the 
site despite angry opposition 
from the Vatican and other 
Christian church authorities. 

“This proposal is not accept- 
able and we call on the author- 
ities not to give in to pressure 
from the Vatican and Christian 
groups," Abu Ahmad told AFP. 

Following months of some- 
times violent disputes between 
Arab Christians and Muslims 
in Nazareth over a plot of land 
□ext to the Basilica, the Israeli 
government on Monday autho- 
rised the construction of small 
mosque on part of the area. 

The decision, taken by a high 
level ministerial committee, 
overruled Nazareth Mayor 
Ramez Jeraisi, a Christian, who 
has refused to let the mosque 
be built and rejected claims by 
local Muslim leaders that the 
disputed land belonged in the 
past to an Islamic misL 

Jeraisi's municipality, backed 
by the Vatican and other 
Christian churches, planned to 


create a pedestrian plaza at the 
site to improve access to the 
Basilica of the Annunciation 
for hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims expected to visit 
Nazareth for foe Mfflennium. 

The government’s compro- 
mise plan was to permit con- 
struction of a mosque on about 
500-square metres of land next 
to the church — 250 square 
metres of it taken from the 
1 .800- square-metre area 
Christian leaders wanted to 
turn into a plaza and 250 square 
metres from an adjacent plot. 

At the same time an unspeci- 
fied "physical separation” 
would be built between the 
mosque and foe basilica plaza 
and the government would 
make a 3,0004.000 square 
metre plot available elsewhere 
in Nazareth for construction of 
a “grand mosque," Israeli offi- 
cials said. 

Abu Ahmad's movement ini- 
tially claimed control over a 
1, 000-square metre area adja- 
cent to the basilica and has 
occupied a large tent at the site 
for months. 

On Tuesday, Abu Ahmad 
said Muslims would be willing 
to accept 800-square metres of 
the plaza area, for their mosque 
and vowed to maintain the 
protest rent until they obtained 
satisfaction. 

Christian officials, who earli- 
er rejected the construction of 
any mosque next to the basilica 


reacted cautiously to the Israeli 
compromise, 

“Before we announce our 
position, we are waiting to 
know exactly how the issue 
wffl be resolved because at this 
point the Muslims arfe them- 
selves divided” saidWalidAbu 
Nassar. who is directorof 2000 
Jubilee festivities in the Hofy 
Land for the Roman Catholic 
Church- 

Last week, the Vatican repre- 
sentative in the Holy Land 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, 
■warned Israel not to permit 
construction of the mosque and 
said Christian leaders could 
close all the churches in Israel 
in protest if the government 
gave in on the issue. 

Abu Nassar noted Tuesday 
that Israel and the church agree 
the disputed land never 
belonged to the Waqf, or 
Islamic trust and rteroandpH 
that the government "enforce 
foe law.” 

“The choice of this spot [to 
build the mosque] is not suit- 
able, especially since some are 
calling for construction of a 
mosque even bigger than the 
basilica,” be- told AFP. 

A Roman Catholic Church 
official in Jerusalem, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, did 
not, however; rule out a com- 
promise agreement “achieved 
through harmony and brother- 
hood and which would respect 
the holiness of the Basilica. 1 ' 


Egypt scraps loophole for rapists who marry victims 


CAIRO ( AFP) — The Egyptian 
parliament has repealed a centu- 
ty-oid law exempting a rapist 
from punishment if he marries 
his victim, a decision that drew 
immediate praise Tuesday from 
human rights activists. 

Parliament unanimously 
adopted the change late 
Monday after a public outcry in 
December over a decision by 
the authorities to free three men 
accused of rape when one of 
them married the victim. 

Justice Minister Farnk Seif Al 


Nasr told the People's Assembly 
before the vote that the “rapists 
used this article of the law only 
to avoid being punished.” 

The proposal to change the 
penal code was first submitted 
to the assembly last week by the 
cabinet which was acting on a 
request from President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Leading Egyptian human 
rights activist Hafez Abu Saada 
immediately hailed the change. 

“It’s another important step 
toward Egyptian women 


obtaining all their rights in soci- 
ety in line with the constitution- 
al principle of equality,” Saada 
told AFP. 

Manying the victim "did not 
end psychological suffering,” he 
said, adding that his Egyptian 
Organisation for Human Rights 
recorded cases where women 
who married rapists soughi psy- 
chiatric help the rest of their 
lives. 

“Article 291 was unaccept- 
able because it allowed the per- 
petrator of an odious crime to 


avoid punishment,” he added. 
“In many cases, (the rapist 
divorced his victim days after 
the marriage ceremony at the 
police station.” 

Rape victims have in certain 
cases accepted offers of mar- 
riage from their attackers to 
TTtirnmise the disgrace to their 
family in conservative Egyptian 
society. 

Egypt's top Muslim official 
Mufti Nasr Raid Wassd, called 
in January for an “uigent” 
change of sectit n 291 of the 


penal code, which be said was 
adopted trader Britain's occupa- 
tion of Egypt at the end of the 
1 9th century. 

"A rapist’s offer to many his 
victim should not erase his pun- 
ishment. Otherwise, this is a 
violation of Islamic law” he 
said Any marriage between a 
rap ist and his victim is “null and 
void," the mufti said 

Under a law enacted in 1980, 
convicted rapists can lace the 
death penalty. 


South Lebanon truce panel urges return to staltus quo in Arnoun 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The intanaticml 
panel monitoring the truce in southern 
Lebanon called on Tuesday for “concrete 
steps” to restore the status quo m a village 
seized by Israeli troops last week. 

The monitoring group called for "con- 
crete steps that would allow a return to the 
situation in Arnoun prior to April 15. 
‘'when Israeli soldiers and members of the 
Israeli-allied South Lebanon Army (SLA ) 
occupied the village on the northern edge 
of Israel’s self-declared "security zone.” 

The committee — composed of repre- 
sentatives of Israel, France. Lebanon, 


Syria and the United States — made the 
call in a statement issued afiera meeting at 
the UN. headquarters in this header town. 

Tte panel, changed with monitoring the 
truce accord reached after Israel’s 1996 
“Grapes of Wrath" operation in south 
Lebanon, met Monday to examine three 
Lebanese complaints of truce violations 
and one Isaeli compiainL 

On Arnoun, which Israel incotporated 
into tiie “Security zone” Thursday, the 
commitiee “noted the serious concerns-, 
[and] potential for raising tensions” of 
Israel’s “move to control Arnoun by mili- 


tary means.” 1 

The panel “acknowledged there were 
differing views cm whetho - this action fen 
within the purview of the understanding 
and constituted a violation.” 

‘The group nondheless agreed that it 
was in foe interest of all sides to seek a 
solution to the issue of Amoun and that to 
this end, theissue should be further exam- 
ined on an urgent basis, both by foe parties 
and in bilateral charnels, with a view to 
addressing the legitimate concerns of foe 
parties." 

‘The monitoring group agreed that foe 


goal of this effort would be the mV mo of 
concrete steps that would allow a return to 
foe situation in Amoun prior to April 15, 
ensure respect for the provisions of the 
iraderstandmg concerning the non-use of 
civilian areas as launching sites for mfli - 
tary activities, and reduce sources of ten- 
son,” it said. 

A Lebanese government official tdd 
AFP the panel had "entrusted the United 
States and France to establish bilateral 
cxmctswjfoLd)aro3andIsadtod«CT- 
mfoe the concrete measures to restore the 
status quo in Amoun." 


Guinness launches 

car challenge 

SYDNEY (R) — Dust off the 
deux titevaux, dig as the atlas, 
and start saving now If you 
keep to foe speed limit, yew 
migh t find yourself in the 
Guimtess Book of Records-The 
chroniclers of the world's most 
improbable achievements 
announced on Tuesday a brand 
new race around the world sure 
to tempt the weH-beefcd 
motorist yearning for a bit of 
okHashicaied adventure. Eighty 
care will leave London’s 
Millennium Dome on Oct 15 
next year fir a 68-day odyssey 
eastwards through al least 25 
countries spread over six conti- 
nents. 

Suspect sought 
in flood scan 

BANGKOK CAP) — Con men 
persuaded thousands of Thai 
villagers that they could make a 
wiling by selling their Usd 
when a flood of biblical magni- 
tude overtakes the earth next 
year, police said Tuesday. Police 
said the con men convinced 
5,771 villagers font many parts 
of the world will be floodal next 
year and that foreigners would 
pay exorbitant prices fir their 
land. Northeastern Thailand is 
an arid plain, frequently suffer- 
ing drought. The villagers didn't 
sell their land to the con men, 
but paid Amu to act as agents in 
selling the land to foreigners. “I 
don't know what has happened 
to Thai people, dry have 
become so materialistic” said 
CoL Panya Mamen. foe police 
chief 

Homeless hippo 
wanders country 

BOGOTA fR'j — He once lived 
in the lap of hixixy, rubbing 
shoulders with billionaire drug 
fends and cavorting in the mud 
with females of his hairless and 
short-legged breed. But now 
nomad, a two-tonne hippopota- 
mus. is homeless. Authorities 
say he has been wandering foie 
counoyskte for months since his 
unceremonious ouster from the 
place where he’d been living 
since 1981. Last November: 
nomad was muscled off the 
estate by a trigger hippo, appar- 
ently tired of having to share its 
two females with two other 
males. Tie’s been wandering 
from farm to farm ever since,” 
an official said, saying local 
peasants had complained about 
nomad's ornery encounters with 
some farm animals, including 
cows. 

Business angry 
over web stunt 

NEW YORK (R) — Internet 
users seeing a Citigroup Web 
site migta find more than they 
were banking on. The interna- 
tional financial services firm 
fifed a lawsuit alleging that a 
pornographic web site business 
was wrongfully using its 
Citibank subsidiary’s trade- 
marked name to direct users to 
X-rated advertisements. The 
suit was filed on Friday in 
Manha t t an federal court against 
Seattle-based Internet 

Entertainment Group, which 
designs and sells advertising 
space on “hard core” porno- 
graphic sites. Those rites 
include “dubanytime.com." 
“chrWovecom” and 

“ycwreluLcorrt? 

Couple settle legal 
dispute over ‘love’ 

LONDON (AFP) — A dispute 
tetween two former lovers ova 1 
the cost of their relationship was 
resolved in an arrricabte out-of- 
court exchange Tuesday. 
William Parker, a chartered sur- 
vc y or ’ had been suing Helen 
Holdsworth for £32,700 whk* 
be said he had spent on her dur- 
ingtheir aflat He drew up ai 
ltes P se d toll to bade up his 
claim, including 1 1 pounds for 
QSareites and 1.75 pounds for a 
door bok. Parker. 51, insisted 
Hokkwonh, 38, had agreed sbs 
would repay him wten her 
rcn fl rcrc al situation had 
inpoved, rather than accept the 
items as tokens of love. But a 
court in southwest London 
hearing die case was told 
Tuesday that the pair had 
cached a “dean break" sente- 
ment. She agreed to pay him 
1 QJJU 0 pounds and he agreed to 
gwe hex his VW Golf cat 


